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CHAP, I. 



^ And crft, though Wisdom wakte> Suspicion tleqp« 
^* At Wisdom*s gate, and tb Simplicity 
*' Reaigns her Charge, whfle CoodocM thlnki no Ot 
«< Where no iU teems." 



JVlRS. O'ßyron's health being so much 
amended as to leave no doubts of her 
jecovery, a proposal was niade by Mr. 
O'Byronto visit London, with which Sir 
William the more readily acceded, as the 
Secret of the Cavern still dw^lt u{>on bis 
VOL. XI. B V xnlnd; 
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niind ; and he did not wish Clarinda to 
return soon to the Castle, where he feit 
assured that some object more dangerous 
than a ghost « haunted her steps, and 
ocoppied a ccraaderable poption of her 
tboughts. 

Though Sir William had frequently 
visited the nietropoUs, aft^r he had fixed 
hh abode at the Castle ; yet Clarioda had 
wished in vain to behold this scene of 
pleasure and variety, öf which she had 
heard so much, and her heart bounded 
with delight when she was told she was 
to be of the party to London, 

Sir William observed her attenttvely on 
this occasion, and was pleased to see her 
delight; concluding, that if there hait 
been any powerful interest to invite lier 
rtturn to the Castle, she would not be so 
highly gratified at the purposed visit to 
London, which was likely to cause an 
•absencp'of «ome months from home. 

Theh- dqÄTture from Bath was there- 

iore detewnined on ; an early day was^ 

fixed 
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fixed for it, and Sidney Athol wasof tbelr 
party, 

Their joucney was pleasant and cheer- 
ful. Clarinda was Diore gay tban sbe 
had latterly been, and her vivacity seeoied 
to recall to Cs^ptain Athol a portioa of 
those happy spirits whtch had alwajus 
distinguished him, ere disappointed luve 
toucbed his beart, and produced so great 
«a change in bis nianners. 

On entering the oapitali tbe laoips weve 
just ligfated ; the sbops in the streed 
tbrough which tbey passed, particularly 
attracted Clarinda*s notice; and witb ibfi 
busy hum of thronging passengers, alto- 
getber appearcd to her a scene equally nevr 
and surpristng. 

They stopped at an hotel in one of the 
principal streets^ purposing to remaia 
there until they could hire a house for 
their .accomniodation, as Sir Wiliiam and 
Mr. O'Byron had settled it between them 
to pass the winter in town, but did not at 
ürst inform the ladies of that Intention« 

B « Withia 
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Within a few days after their arrival, Sir 
William procured an elegant house for 
their reception near Grosvenor-Square. 
They were soon surrounded by a crowd of 
fashionable visitors ; and the beaiity and 
artless graces of the lovely Clarinda 
*becanie the topic of general conversation, 

They had been near a fortnight in town', 
andhad never^een Albanyrwho,onreceiv- 
ing an explanatety letter from Sir William 
respecting Clarinda, had quitte'd the lodg- 
4ngs he had occupied j and lall the endea- 
vours of his father to trace him proved 
•unsuccessfut. •' ThismysteHousand alarm- 
ing proceeding caused considerable uu* 
"casiness to his family and fi iends, especially 
to his parents, who seemed to conclude 
that some ill destiny pursued their chil- 
dren ; when one mpining, as they were 
seated at the breakfast table/ Albany's 
servant sent up a raessage, requesting to 
speakto Mr. O'ßyron, who instant ly wentto 
him, whiletherestof the party sat in painful 
and anxiousexpectation, waiting his return. 

A con* 
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A considerabk time eiapsed, and Mr. 
p'ByroQ did not appear ; but atleugth he 
sent to beg to speak to Sir William, who 
kastened to hini. A long and tedious 
interval passed. Alarniing fears agitated 
Mrs. 0*Byron ; and all the ladies were in a 
State of great disquietude, liatening to the 
soundr of every door^ and watching the 
approacb of every footstep, whe» at length 
Sir William returned with a melaucholy 
aspect, and at the earnest entreaties of 
the tender and anxious mother, iuformed 
her that Aibany was indisposed, and had 
3ent to beg hi^ father would conie to him 
at an hotel, where he had been confined 
some days, but, as the servant assured 
them, not dangerously, The anguish of 
Mrs. O'Byrön now became too extreme to 
be repressed ; and while Sir William said 
every thing most likely to sqoth her, he 
jnformed htr that it had beert arr^pged 
between Mr. O'ßyrpn aud himself^ that bc 
should follow to the hotel wUere Aibany 
M'as, whither he should immediately hasten, 

B 3 and 
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and retum with all imaginable dispatch, to 
relievc the agonizhig suspense of a mother's 
hcart. Though in some degree tranquil- 
lized by Sir William *s arguinents and 
assurances, yet she was by no means satis.- 
fieH ; but earnestly cntreatcd thatshemight 
fae allowedto accompany him to thehote), 
which he had the utmost difliculty to 
dissuade her from, tili Margaret besouglit 
lier on her knees, to desist from such a 
design ; and the tears and distress of 
Clarinda seenied to demand her continu- 
ance with them, and prevailed on her to 
wait theevent of Sir William's return, who 
immediately departed. 

On arriving at the hotel, Sir William 
iras admitted to the apartment where 
Albany was, and where Mr. O'Byron was iu 
deep conversation with a medical gentle^ 
Alan' of 8 very prepossessing appearance. 
This gentleman assured Mr. O'Byron, in 
ftr William's hearing, that his son, though 
very ill, was not in the least danger ; that 
the fever bad.arisen from a disturbed state 

• of 
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of mrnd, togetber with bb patient having 
refusecl all sustenance forsome days, ashis 
servant bad deciared ; tbat bi» native 
strength bad, of courae, yielded to tbe 
force of bis passions, togetber witii tbe 
deprivatioa of necessary aupport; aod 
tbat tbe distraction of bis tniad bad ac 
first occasioned a teinporary deraagement 
of bis faculties, from wbich be was reco- 
vered. Tbe physician conctuded with 
giving tt as bis decided opinion, tbat tbe 
youth and fine Constitution of Albany, 
togetber witb quietfiess and care, would 
soon reslore bim tohi» friends and family ; 
but earnestly advised tbat, above all cau« 
siderations, great attention might be paid, 
to prevent any tbing from alartning bis 
spirits, or affect^ng bis mimK 

Greatly cansoied by these assurance% 
Mr. Q'Byroxi kd Sir Williaiu tp tlie bed- 
side of bia son, wbo appeared so pale, and 
greatly altered, tbat Sir William was 
extremely shocked at bis appearance ; and 
on raisiDg bis eyes^ Albany uttered aa 

B 4 alarniiog 
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alarming exclamation, and repeatedly 
called upon Sir William to bring Clarinda 
to him, that he nright behold her once 
more. Sir William witbdrew from the 
bed ; but this seemed rather to increase 
the distraction of Albany, who raved 
vehemently, continually repeating the 
name of Clarrnda, and tatking incohe- 
rently, uttering many names to which no 
meaning could be attached ; but among 
which they particularly marked those of 
Clarinda, hrs mother, Laura, Lionel 
Ethelwood, and Sir William; and what 
most surprised them, was his frequent 
mention of a child, which seemed to dwell 
forcibly on his mind. 

Greatty concemed by the efFect so 
cvidcntly produced by his presence upou 
Albany, Sir William resolved in futüre to 
be guarded against appeartng before htm 
again, until quite recovered ; and leavfng 
Mr 0*Byronwiththephysician, he hasten- 
cd back, in observance of his promise, to 
reUeve the distress of a mother's heart. 

On 



THE CAVERN. . 9 

On his return, he found Mrs. O'Byron 
anxiously expecting htm ; and he repeated 
to her the consoling assurauces of the 
physician, conccaling the altered appear« 
ance of Albany, and the melancholyefFect 
produced on him by tlie presence of Sir 
William. Mrs. O'Byron was greatly 
coniforted by what Sir William said j and 
expressingahopethatMr. O'Byron would 
consent to her seeing her son, she waited. 
for the return of the former with a tran- 
quillity which softened the anxiety of 
Clariuda and Margaret, and was highly 
gratifying to Miss Evelyn and Sir William., 

After, the lapse of some hours, Mr. 
O^Byron appeared'; but all his eftbrts tO' 
seem.composed, were insufTicient to conceai 
his real unhappiness, as he hadlefthis sont: 
in the same State of melancholy derange- 
mentaswhen Sir William hastened homei 
and the effect it had produced on the 
father's heart was such as did not escape 
the Penetration of the affectionate wife and 
anxious mother, who. while she observed 

B. 5 witfiu 
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with alarm, her husband's dejection, was 
yet unsuspicious how much cause there was 
for it ; and from the favourable account of 
Sir William, she in her turn assumed the 
Office of comforter, and besought Mr. 
O^Byron not to yield to groundless appre- 
hensions, asthephysician häd declared there 
was no danger, and concluded with hoping 
that she might be allowed to visit herson. 
Rejoiced to find that she was unac- 
quainted with the melancholy change that 
had so lately taken place, Mr. O'Byron 
encouraged her favourable opinion respect- 
ing Albany, attributing the depression of 
his own spirits merely to the alarming 
account of his son's State first commü- 
nicated to him by the servant, which had 
iuthefirstinstanceshockedhimsoseverely, 
that he could not easily conquer the efFect ; 
and advising Mrs. O'Byron to postpone 
her intended visit to her son a httle lönger, 
as he was weak, and the sight of her 
might agitate-him too much^ and perhaps 
retard his recovery, Mr. O'Byron theii 
3* witbdrew 
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withdrew to his apaitmenti to eodeavour 
to regaia that composure, of which the 
scene he had just quitted, had entirely 
bereft bim. 

Mrs. O'Byron, always ready toyieldhcr 
ewn opiAions and wishes to tliose of the 
husband she adored, acquiesced witb the 
pFopriety of what he had observed respect* 
ing Albany, and suppressed the anxious> 
vbb of hasten ing to her beloved son» 
who slie was encouraged to hope would: 
900B be so much restored, that she migjit 
see him without danger or alarno; 

After a lapse of some days» the greatestr 
part of which wa»passed by Mr. O'Byroa* 
with his son^ whom. he described as still 
too low and weak to think it advisable to^ 
lee his motheri he one evening made a 
secret comniunication to Clarinda, which: 
£uliy accounted' to her for what had befoxe 
appeared. very extraordinary in the beha<» 
viour andconductof Mn O'Byron,. who^. 
while he brought daily accounts to his- 

l«ady of: his son's amending bealth, yet 

B. 6. opposedf 
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opposed her desire to visit him ; and under 
apparent coinposure,CIariuda often thoiight 
she discovered an agonized heart. The 
Communications made to her, proved that 
she had not been mistaken^; for Mr. 
Ö'Byron informed her that Albany had 
been thoughtdying, from thehourhehad 
seen Sir William ; that Clarinda's name* 
had dwelt continually on his to»gue ; that 
he was at length restored to reason, and 
carnestly supplicated his father to prevait 
lipon Clarinda to see him ; and Mr. 
O'Byron expressed his opinion that if she 
it?fused hrni an interview, hts son'ssenses^ 
if not his life, wowld be irreeoverably lost. 
Grieved and amazed, Clarinda promised 
to act as Mr. O'Byron should dictate. 
He then cautioned her, as she valued the 
life of Mrs. O'Byron, whose health was 
so recently restored, to eonceal from her 
the Situation of Albany ; and advised that 
she should accompany him on the follow- 
ing mornlng, as if to see an exhibition of 
paintings, foY which the other ladres had 

but 
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l^ot Kttle taste, and would not be desirous 
of going ; that this would aHow them time 
aod opportun rty to conipiy with Albany's 
entreaty,. unsuspected by tbe rest of the 
family, except Sir WHliain, who was ap- 
prized of their plan, to- preveiit glving 
alarm, by a diecovery of Albany's danger 
* to Mrs, O'Byron. 

Clarinda trembled, as the fatter words 
crossed the lips of theanxious father^ and 
promised to observe his directions ; when 
Sir William coming in, gave a sanction- 
to her resolution by his ap])robation of ifr. 

Punctual to her appointment, Clarinda 
arose early, after a night of agitatecf 
slumber, 'to- jjrepare for it ; and havin^ 
dressed herseif before breakfast, she 
waited the sunnnons of Mr. O'Byron, 
who generally breakfasted in his study, 
and who appeared'that^ raorning before his 
accustomed hour. 

After asking Clarinda to go 'With hiiii 
to the Exhibitiön, as p'reviously agreed' 
upon, Mr. O'Byron took hrs feir charge 

by 
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by tbe arm, and condacted b^r to fi» 
anxiously expecting son. 

The mectiög was tFuly affectiog.. Albany 
bad quitted hm bed tbat morning for tbe 
first time smce bis coBfincmcnt. His- 
figure was emaciaiedi and tbe florid bloom. 
of healtU and youtfcL.was fiown; bis^fine 
blue eyes had lost tbeir lüstre ; and tbere^ * 
was a languor cm bi«^ countenanee wbicb, 
althougb it conveyed an idea of extreme 
iU healtb, rendered bis appearance more 
iateaesting, and seemed to plead to tbe* 
b^eart of bis bebolders. 

Clarinda was greatly strack by äie* 
alteiiation ixt bis looks» as sbe entered bis 
apartmentySupported by bis fatber. Albany 
made an efibrt to rise to nieet her ; but he 
sunic again upon bis seat^ and drew bis* 
baixd across bis faee, as if in tbe vaia 
e£fort of concealing bi& emotions. ,Mr. 
O'Byron was obliged to wbisper some 
enconraging words to^ Clarinda^ ere be 
could prevail oa her to draw near to 

Albany, l|hp sei^ed her pre^Ter^d band 

with. 
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Avith transporty pressed it to bis lips and 
ta his heart, and bathed it vith tears of 
agitatioQ and joy at again beholding ben 
Assoon as.the Grat emotione had subsidedi 
Mr. 0*Byron seated Clarinda by the 6tde 
ef Albany^ who gaied enraptured on ber 
Ibvely face, the native charms of which 
were heightencd by the blush of scn» 
sibility, and tbe trembling tear of comp 
passionate frtendship.. 

The dcathlikeaspect and redueed figure* 
of Albany macle a powerful Impression oa 
Clarinda, and touched her beart with tbe 
most tenckr concera ; it gave birtb to ^ 
seutimeat as new as it was favourable ta 
her lover, and proved tbat tbe surest way 
of securing an interest ia her affections 
was by gaining bcp pity, wbich is most 
prevailing in the bestof minds» and neves 
faits to create an interest in favcHir of tbe 
object of its commiseration, whicfai time 
can seldom obliterate^ 

The soothing smiles of Clarinda seemed 
to inipart new Ufe to Albany : bis fever 

disappeared ; 



16^ täe secret er 

disappeared ; his mind became compo^d'>r 
he soon regained sufficient strength ta 
admit öf a visit from his motber, without 
danger of her being too mach affected ; 
and a few days after that }nterview,be was 
removed to the hoüse that hi8 family and 
frieuds iuhabked. 

They saw but few visitors, and went 
very little oi;t, until Albany >^as perfectly 
recovered ; but araong the select number 
M'ho w^re constantly admitted, Sidney 
Albol was the mo&t distinguished. He 
£requently joined their p^rty at hreakfast^ 
fthared their morning amusements, and 
their eveniug recreations. His approach 
was always^ welco^ed by Clarinda; and 
Albany had long declared he wa&Jiis most 
valued friend and associate« 
. As span 9s Albany 's health was. per.« 
££Ctly restored, the youthful party became 
more gay, and Clarinda visited niost of 
the places of public aoiusement witkwhich 
%he metropolis abounds. 

The fashionable morning Visits seeoied 
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SLS extraordinary to the rustic-bred Clarinda 
as the evening roBts; aod akhough her 
native charms and artless graces secured 
iN^-owd of admirers wherever she appearcd^ 
yet she often returned from those scenes- 
ftttiguedy disgusted, and afmost impatient 
at being obHged, in compliance vith- 
fasbion, to devote so considerableaportion 
of her time to objects and pursuits that 
afTorded her so little gratification. 

Under the same roof with Albany^ and 
conti nually in his sociely, his atteutions 
strengtheued the interest excited by his^ 
illneas and sufferiogs, wbich she believed 
bis passion for her bad occasioned ; and 
she listened to bim witb sy mpathy, and 
beheld bim witb a sort of tender regard^ 
though not witb an equal return of attach* 
ment. Sometimes- the image of Xjonel 
Ethelwood would obtrude itself on her 
mind ; bat she used her utmost efibrts to 
eftace the Impression he had made, con« 
vinced that the misplaced passion wbich. 
his fatber had professed for her, would be 
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an itisurmountable obatacle to the pre- 
ference evinced by the son, and tbat duty 
woüld impose as effectual- a coostTaint on» 
him as delicacy muet on her. *• 

Submitting her inclinations,therefore,to 
despotic neees&ity, &he »truggled with the 
frequent emotions of her heart in favour 
o£ young Ethelwood^ and was ia hopes sbe 
should succeed in berendeavour&tobanish 
him from ber^ thoughts, deslined, a& &he 
began to believe she was, to be the wife 
of Albany ; wben one evenrog at the 
Opera, she beheld Lionel enter a box ouf 
the opposite sidq of the house, and soon^ 
distingimhing Clarinda amid tlie blaze of 
beauty around bim, he ßew to pay hi&> 
respects to tbeir party,.and wa&cbrdialfy 
receivcd by all but Albany, who turned 
pale as Ethelwood addressed him ; and 
bis voice faltered, bis Ups quivered, atid 
his whole frame tremhled, as he retiirned, 
with a haughty and distant air,. the ex- 
pressions of Lionel's civility. 

A Visit tbe. next mornmg from Lionel 

was 
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was the consequence of their tneetiag at 

tfae Opera. Albany was not present on 

liiis occasion ; and Clarinda behaved with 

a cold and forced politeness, which seemed 

to Chili £thelwood's heart, and eifectuaUy 

prevented his obtruding again, as he 

attribitted the behaviour of Clarinds 

whoUy to the influence of Albany ; and it 

confirmed his belief of what liehad heard 

rumoured, that the latter was th« favoured 

suitor of the fair maid of the cliflsi and 

the secure possessor of lier beart, and 

therefore all he could aspire to» was ta 

odore her secretly, and at a distance. 

Yielding to this conclusion, he desisted 

from repeating his visit, as Sir William 

and Mr. and Mrs. O'Byron expressed 

hopes he would do ; but at every private 

party, and public scene of amusement, 

Clarinda generally observed him watching 

her with distant attention, seldom ven- 

turing to speak to her, except when the 

common forms of good breeding com* 

pelled him so to do^ and then addressing 

her 



50 THE »ECKET CTF 

her with a timidity wbich afFected hcp 
extreuiely. 

On these occasions AU>ai>y always ap- 
peared restkss and agitated, from tha 
moment he distinguished young EtheU 
wood, and frequently contrived some pre* 
tence to^ ha&ten theiir party honie earlien 
^han had been proposed* One night at a. 
Tn^sqüerade> given by a lady of great 
celebrity inthefashionable world, Claiinda^ 
m the charaeter of a Witch, by the wit andL 
vivacity >vith which she supported it,. 
attracted universal atte&Cion ; and a^ 
mask, in the. charaeter of a Dqvil^ 
fellowed her through all the rooms ffom 
ber irst entrance, Albany, wbo .wa& 
babited as a Conjurer, had .repcätedly 
rebuked the evrl spirit who pursued 
Clarinda*s steps, but without producing 
any chaoge in Jiis conduct ; when a For- 
tiine-teller, wbo had long importuried 
Albany to let her read bis destiny, called 
off bis attention for a few nioipents,, and 
tlie torraenter of Clarinda sei2ied the 

opportunity 
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<^pportunity of whisperingafev wordtin 
her eavj which made her Start and tremble. 
At that instant Alhany seized her by tbe 
iiand, and led her to tlie supper^room, 
JShe sa\ir no more of lier troublesome com« 
panion ; but he had uttered that which 
left as deep an Impression on Clarinda's 
Alind, as what Milton describes to have 
been produced upon our first mother ia 
Paradise, by the. fatal suggestions which 
Satan pöured into her ear in sieep« 

At theniasquerade, Albany had encouo- 
tered a great numberof-his youthful asso- 
eiates and fashionable frieäds, vrho were 
all curious to know who the fascinating 
Witch was, as they termed Clarinda ; an^ 
among the hu>st iAiportiinate'was a young 
man of high distinctio^i/ who, but .thdt 
day returned to town für the season, h&A 
never been introduced by Albany to tbeir 
doniestic party. This youth was a favourite 
companion of Albany, who, giving biip 
bis Card, promised him gaily, that if he 
would call on him, be would introjcluce 

him 
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him to the encbanting Witch. Satisfied 
with this assurance, his young friend^ 
Leopold Venacer^ mingled agaia with the 
crowd, and Clarinda strolled round the 
roofiis, ieaning on the arm of Albany; 
until the dancing commenced ; and after 
joining in tlie joyous scene a short time, 
Sir William sent a message^ to inform the 
young . people of their party, that lic 
thought tt tinie for them to return home, 
which they immediately attended to, and 
were departing just as Leopold Venacer 
jtMned the dancers, and Clarinda beheld 
in him one of the finest countenances and 
mo&t perfect set of features tliat ever met 
her eye. 

** How handsome he is T* observed 
Clarinda to Albany, as he pointed oqt 
young Venacer to her, as they were 
rctiring. 

** And he is as sensi1>le as accomplished^ 
anda^aniiable as he is handsome,'' ob« 
served Albany. ** His face is undoubtedly 
that of an Adonis^ and his figure an 

ApoHo 
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Apollo de Belvidere. NumerotiB are his 
-conquests ; but I hope/' he odded gaily, 
«< you will not add to the number of them, 
when he calls to claim my promise of 
introducing him to you» most lovely 
eochantress.'* 

Clarinda's mask concealed her blushea, 
and fthe timidly obserred-— '' I never had 
an idea that beauty alone could excite 
love. A passion seated in the inind> 
mirst surely be engaged by mental qua- 
lities. To admire a perfect form, or a 
beautiful face, is very natural, as admi* 
ratton is excited by all beautiful objects ; 
but to create aflTection, or cement attach« 
ment, surely more» necessary ; — wcmust 
discern merit, and distinguish« or at least 
imagine we distinguish, virtiie and per- 
fect ion of soul." 

Albany pressed Clarinda*s band closer, 
and observed — 

*^ Our imaginations often «upply the 
place of merit in persons beloved. How 
eise are we to account for the unaccount- 

able 



ä4 tBE SECKET OF 

able attachments which we hear of ? — ^and 
lience it is that Love is painted blind ; 
. but I thank my stars I am not one of his 
(Hm-sighted votaries ; for the. choice of my 
heart mll üx every circle dohonour to my 
taste, and render mc, I am sure, equally 
envied a,nd happy." 

During thls conversation, as Albany 
indulged tlie most enlivening hopes, they" 
followed the steps of Sidney Athol and 
Miss O'Byron ; and two masks passing^ 
by them, Albany whispcred to Clarindä 
— -** There iaa couple, to prove what I 
: have been observing. — One of Shc finest 
young Noblemen in the kingdom, per- 
fectly fascinated by a vvoman old enough 
to be his grandmother, with whose hus- 
tand and numerons family he lives on the 
most familiär footing." 

'* Husband and chiUlren !" echöed 

Clarinda, shuddering. 

• ** Dearnovice," cried Albany, *^well 

may such instances of depravity amaze 

your innocent raind ! Happy those who 

are 
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are strangers to such iniquities, too often 
sanctioned uoder the name of Cftshionable 
levitiesi and harmless gallantry. 

'' To morrow/' he whispered, as they 
drew near to the carriage in waiting for 
tbem, >' I have no doubt bat you will 
again see that remarkably fine and elegant 
youDg man, Leopold Venacer; and in 
him I can relate to you another instance 
of the blindness of love.** 

Miss O'Byron and Captain Athol were 
waiting for them, and they arrived home 
in high spirits, delighted with the enter« 
tainments of the night. 
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** Set whtt a gract iitMatod'Oii his 
'' A combuintÜMi* vid a Ioibl ia^f tw L 

I 

Leopold Venacer, the young Noble- 
maup whose person had appeared so re- 
tnarkably striking, when Clarinda saw 
him for a momeat unmasked on the pre- 
ceding evening, paid his expected visit 
brfore the ladies had quitted the breakfast- 
table, and was admitted without ceremony. 
Every eye was fixed on him with appro« 
bation as he entered ; and .as Albany 
introduced him to Clarinda, as the fair 

one. 
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one, hy \rho8e bfvitching grftce» he was 
fascisated at the tnaaquerade^ 4he thought 
liim evmi still more handBOtne in his usüai 
plain dran th&n he had seemed to liet 
beibre. 

His fine proportioned figure, the regü« 
laiiiy df his features, and the expression 
of his oountenance, iMre perfbct modeh 
tof NatuieVi most fioiahed wöfks, and 
were adoraed by the adVantages of an 
«accdlent understanding^ an attiiable 
temper, great acquiremeiiti, and all those 
fgtwcn which diBtinguisfa the polished 
genti^naa. 

Thus gifted^ and higlily accomplished, 
it seems natural to rank Leopold Venacet 
«mong the most faultless of human beings. 
Dut thfs was far from being the reality. 
AocfiBtonsed to unlimited induigence and 
iooessant adulstion firom his early child« 
boDd, his mind became enervated, and hi^ 
fine talents were directed to frivolous puN 
suits, while, nuitured in pride and vänity, 
iie thought he was bora tobe adot^d. 

c £ He 
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He languisbed for flattery like a weak and 
pampered girl ; of coufsjs became a prey 
to the most designing sycophantSi and 
baughtily expelled from bis Society all 
tbose who were bis best friends, and 
scorned to cberish bis foibles by ofFering 
incense to bis self-love. Tbus formed to 
be tbe dupe of tbe most wortblessi tbis 
fine and elegant youtb <ievoted bis time 
and attention to <:baFacters M'ho deserved 
only bis con tempt^ and was the most fävour- 
ably disposed toward tbose wbo bad tbe 
fewest Claims to bis esteem. As be ap* 
proacbed manbood, be became the favourite 
of the fair sex wberever be appeared ; .but 
he beheld their most alluiing cbäims with 
apatby, unless they first paid bim tbat 
marked distinction wbicb be conceived to 
be bis rigbt ; and tbus become an idol 
set up to be woisbippedi be was vulnerable 
only on tbe side of vanity, and was proof 
against all tbe attractions of beauty and 
jnerit 

Among tbe females wbo at an eärly 

period 
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l^riod insinuated themselves most success* 
fully ioto bis favour, were two young ladies 
nearly related to him, whose noble birth 
iras disgraced by their mean education, 
and coarse, disgusting manners. Lady 
Letitia Rossfield, the eldest of these 
sisters, had been bred in the stable with 
her brother's grooms, and carried the 
manners, the expresstons, and even the 
attitudes and looks of those gentlemen of 
the whlp iftto all the circles where her 
rank.gained her admittance. To soften 
the genefal disgust excited by her beha« 
viour, she possessed not one personal 
oharm or mental advantage. Her figure 
was slender, but ill-proportioned and 
ungraceful. * Her face was not merely 
void of any attraction, but singulaily 
disagreeable. Her eyes were of a colour 
incUning to green, of ko peculiar a shädc 
aind fonnation, ^o close to each otV.er, and 
with so marked an expression of guileaiid. 
ill-nature in them, that at tht'ir fi>6t 
acquaintaöce, her cousin Leopold avoided. 

c 3 to 
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to meet them as mueh as possilble ; and 
vheuever they were fixed on bim, fee 
experienced aa uupleasant Sensation re* 
sembling horror. Her nose waa shaped 
like a parrot'Si^ and descended to her upper 
iip; her hair and eyebrows were red, and 
her complexion nnwholesonifi If to 
those mannerSj and this person, are added 
an understanding of the lovs^est orderi a 
heart the most corrupt, and sentiments 
trnly despicable, the sequel of this account 
vill appear more extraordinary than is 
fTMaily fonnd in the annals oi fashion and 
caprice* 

Lady Emily, the younger sister, was 
ftr superiof to the other. Her nnder- 
standingy thongh uncultivated, wasof the 
ftrst claas ; her wit, thöugh unrestrained 
by sentiment or delicacy, was brilh'ant j 
and though her manners were rough and 
often repulsive, yetherfeelings were natural 
and acute, and her heart not depraved. 
Her person was likewise not ilnpleasing, 

though hömc^y ; her features were irre* 

gular. 



% , 



Tfii cAysR]r% ftt 

^vdaTi bftt e3q)re86ive of good aense^ spirttp 
and aa open lively temper ; her complex- 
iofi was fair a&d healthful, her hair 
abundaut» and of a beautiful aitbara, 
ber bandsand arins particukuiy lovely^ 
and her £gure, though dimiautive, was 
well-proportioned. 

Wben those ladies nrere fint introduced 
to thetf elegant and handsome cousia 
Leopold^ they were both equaily Struck 
:vith h» persoa, aad charmed .witb t{ie 
^lish öf bis nmnners^ so superior to any 
thing they had ever before bebeld ; while 
be tümed witfa disgust from the aenselesi^ 
and ill^mannered Letitia, and found 8ome 
relief in the more rational conv^rsatioa 
and amusingsallies of theaprightiy Emily^ 
whose Society would have been highly 
agreeable to him, had she not discovered 
bis ruling foible, and by turntng it intd 
ridicule, wounded h,is vanity, and effec- 
tually lost her interest with him. On the 
cotitrary^ Lady Letttia, who possessed all 
that low cunning which öften isupplies tht 

c 4 want 
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want of understanding, attacked ier 
cousin's weak side with success; shc 
cringed and flattered, studied his temper, 
and adapted herseif to bis humour with 
such address, that at length he became 
reconciled to her society ; and by degrees 
custoui rendered agreeable to bim what at 
first was disgusting, and a decided pre- 
ference actually took place in bis mind, 
for a woman as utterly devoid of personal 
Claims to attention, as of mental worth. 
Conscious that the parents of Leopold 
would not approve of tbis unfortunate 
attachment, Lady Letitia formed a plaii 
for deceiving them, and prevailed on bis 
tiaturally open and generous temper to 
pursue the lineof conduct marked out by 
her, which was that he should appear most 
partial to Lady Emily, as she knew bis 
motber observed them with a watcbful 
eye, and would be likely to dislike and 
cxpel from^ her bouse eitber of them 
that she imagined her son was partial to, 
as that lady neithef approved of their 

manners. 
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Tuannefs, their conduct, or their disposi« 
tion»^ and had coiintenanced them merely 
in consideration of their rank, their youth, 
tlieir aßinity to her, and unprotected situ- 
ätion, asthey had been particularly unfor- 
tunate in the neglect of those more nearly 
a4lied, and on whom they had depended 
in tlieir childhood ; and the mother of 
Leopold received them, in the bope that 
she niight be able, in sonie degree, to 
coriect the elfects of a bad education, by 
directing them bow to cultivate their 
nainds, and improve their manners. Her 
efforts to this end werc not thrown away 
npon Lady Emily, who gratefully attended 
to the instrnctions and adrice oftercd to 
her, when the disapprobation which 
LeopoUrs apparent preference of bis 
younger cousin excited in bis mother'g. 
jnind, eiFectualiy put a stop to her kind- 
iiess, and endeavours taserva her young, 
relative ; and viewing her as a desiguing 
churacter, dangerous to the happiness and 
future prospects of her son, she soon 

c 5.. formed. 
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formed a plan ta expel her from her family, 
retaining the false and artful Letitia, as 
one too disagretabte and contemptible to 
be feared, and believing that Leopold 
had forraed a decided dislike to his eider 
cousin ; whosecretly rejoicing at her sister*s 
departure, and the success of all her 
schemes, was yet hypocrite enough to 
lament the los» of. her society, even to 
Leopold,« and to drop some crocodile tears 
when Lady Emily took her leave of them 
with a heart bursting with anguish^ as she 
had really formed a most tcnder attach- 
ment for Leopold, and had made no secret 
of it to her sister, who, with fiendlike 
guile, had laboured to supplant her ; and, 
incapable of attachment herself") she feit 
no remorse at woundinj]: the heart of 
another, but hugged hcrself, delighted at 
having diiped her witty sister, her, sensible 
cousin, and all her wise and watchful 
relatives, and enjoyed the triumph of 
folly and artifice over unguarded friend- 
ship, conlSding' generosity, and all the 

restraints 
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restnints of faotioiir^ all the bhims cf 
gratitude, all the sympathtes of sisterly 
affection. The secret machmatiOQS of 
Lady Lethia vere still fartiier aaccesaful 
in forming a plan to compel her sbter to 
accept the offen of protection made to 
her by a branch of her fsimily» wbo 
zestded in a sister kingdom ; and she had 
addittonal cause of joy at being fairly rid 
cf a rivaly whose superiority had often 
Hiade her tremble. Thus firmly establtshed 
in the family of Leopold's parents, and. 
increasing every hour in bis iavour and 
confklence, she began^ to exert the power 
sbe had so cunningly acquired» and by 
her influence with her cousin, mtght be 
Said to direct the movements and condüct 
of all those around htm, insinuated many 
a fatal fal^ehood into his mind, to the 
prejodice of the deserving, and to the 
advantage of many a worthless character,. 
who could stoop to iktter her mean vices, 
and promote her plans ; while his» most 
sensible and enalted friencb^ who saw and 

c 6 desptsedf 
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desptsed her character, were prejudiced in 
the opinion of Leopold, and finally ex- 
pelled his presence. 

Unsuspicious of the truth, and firmly 
persuaded that Leopold only sought the 
Company of his cousin as a fit subject of 
ridicule, and a soürce of continual laugh« 
ter, his parents still cheri&hed the appa- 
rently simple aud harmless Lady Letitia,. 
whose ignorance and vulgarity concealed 
a serpent's sting, fatal to all around her. 
Though almost in love with Clarinda, and 
really enchatited with her beauty, her 
bewitching simplicity, her natural graces, 
and uncommon acquirements,yet Leopolds 
lively admrration of her could not abate* 
the influence of Lady Letitia, with whom 
his ruling passion found indulgence, and 
whom he therefore fancied necessary to 
his happiness ; and though the fiequent 
Society of Qarinda made him sometimes 
draw comparisons nnfavourable to his 
cousin, yet his natural temper, which liked 
every object the morcfor being accustomed 

to 
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to it, rivetted the fetters whidi his un- 
happy thirst of adoration had forgecl, and 
which bound him fast in tbe most lamcnt'* 
able captivity. 

Without dispute, the first musician of 
his rank in the coimtry, and n>any cleclared 
the finest dancer of the age, l)is taste and 
skill in music were particulaiiy gratifying 
to Clarinda ; and as tl)cy frequently met 
at balls, he often prevailed on her to be 
his partner, to the gveut annoyance of 
Albany, who by degrces became jealous 
of her fricudly partiality for the elegant ' 
Leopohl, and at length considered him as, 
a dangcrous rivaK 

The most favoured conipanion and iix- 
timate associate of young Venacer, was 
a vouth of noble birth, but narrow for- 
tune, who was introduced to the party at 
Sir William's house. This young man^ 
whose manners M^ere at first disagreeable 
to C larinda, and who ap|>eared to her ill- 
natured and sarcastic, became in- a short 
time high in her estimation, from an action 

highly 
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highly honourable to hia< character, and 
which strong)y marked tbe geoerosity «nd; 
goodness of his lieapt. 

Chance introduced Mr. Leverton, tbe 
gentleman alluded to^ tx> an acquaintance 
with a young öfficer — a man of itiost 
depraved principles'—the same- who had 
seduced Fanny O'Byron from.hcrparent»,. 
and robbed her of virtue and of happiness. 

Unacquainted with thehistory or name* 
of this deluded and unhappy ghl, Mr». 
Leverton saw her sharing tbe fate of her 
betrayer in a prison, wherc vice and pro*« 
fligäcy had condemned him«. Cruelty and. 
perfidy go band in band ; and tbe wärmest' 
profession of libertine^ attachn^nt fre-- 
quently ends in tbe most brutal unkind* 
ness, and unpityiqg neglect. This was. 
in a high de^ree experienced by tbe cre- 
dulous Fanny, who, iu a prison^ found 
herseif reduced to tbe neccssity of asso- 
ciating with tbe worst of huraankind ; 
wbile, from tbe man who badbrougbt her 
to that State of misery, she seldom obtain^l 

tbe 
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t\ie comfort of a kind look, or a civrf 
Word. Rendered desperate by distresa 
and continual ilUusage, tlie wretcbed girl 
listened to the ofFers of a fellow^prisonery 
less abandoned thaii her fever ; and going 
to Visit him, whom Mr. Leverton was 
making great efforts to liberate, she was 
Seen by that gentlcman, who Hearing fronf> 
Fanny that she had been seduced from her 
faniily under a solemn proniis^ of mar* 
riage, he dissuaded the gentlemen he was 
endeavouring to serve, from persisting ia 
bis designs upon her ; and though a young 
and gay man, Mr. Lever-ton pointed out 
to hiifi the crime of endeavouring to? 
plunge so young a creature still deeper in 
ruin ; and learning her history and family, 
he, with the assistance of bis friend 
Leopold, made Clarinda the.eonfidant of 
bis discovery of the imfortunate Fanny, 
whose Situation was by degrees made 
known to her parents, whose forgiveness 
she obtained; and having suffered severely 
for her error, she was truly sensible of its 
3 ' enorm ity. 
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enormity, and gratefuUy acquiesced witiv 
the proposal of her faniily, to place her as 
a boarder in a respectable family in the 
vicinity of London, where her unfot- 
tunafe Situation was unknoxvn* 

The circunistances attending FannyV 

restoration to her family were cautiously 

concealed from Albany, as Mrs. OByron. 

was appreliensive, if all the particulars were 

inade known to hini, that he wouJd risk 

lys life lo punish thebetray.er of hissister, 

coficeiving it his duty to avenge her 

wrongs. All he was, tlierefore, given to 

understand about her was, that she had 

lieen discovered in extreme distress, whicli. 

claimed the tenderest commiseration — 

having bcen deserted by the author of her 

sufferings, who had disappeared ; and that 

the only \vay to prevent her lasting dis» 

grace, was to throw a veil over her mis*- 

fortune, wbich would e([ually save her 

reputation, and her fa^iily^s credit. AI- . 

bany heard this account with a composure 

wbich surpriscd'thöse around him ; he 

acquiesced 



acqüiesced in the proprtety o^ that mode 
of conduct wbich had been observed with 
respect to his sister, and was in a short 
time prevailed on to visit her with Cla* 
rinda, who, all purity herseif, waseverthe 
generous advocate of those less perfecta 
and the sweet consoier of erring human 
nature, provtng, by her example and prac« 
tice, the truth of that Observation, that 
those who are the most fauUless them« 
selvesi are always the most indulgent to 
the failings of oth^rs, which shews the 
heavenly nature and mercifui disposition 
of real goodness and innocence« 

Every thing now seemed in train for a 
speedy union bet ween Albany and Clarinday 
and the numerous admirers of the latter 
hung their heads in despair; while tho 
fair object of so many contending rivals, 
viewing hcrself as the destined wife of 
young O'Byron, waited for the day which 
was to make her his bride, with a calm 
resignation, very diflferent from the lively 
joy which animated her successful lover. 

Preparations 
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Frepfi»mtioQ9 were makiag for tbe nup^ 
tials; atid although tke day wm not 
i»ained> it was coaistder ed as aot £är distaBt^ 
vhen Ctai-infda one mornotig was surpriaed 
at receivingy by a seciHst %onv€;yan<5e, a 
letter froHi Lionel Etbdwood, breäthing a 
Spirit of fervent love» mixed with expres^ 
&ioi;ia of distraetion thiat pierced her heartv 
aad greatly t«rrified her; for while tie 
d/eciared bis passion was utterly hopekst, 
he profei^ed bis inability ever to coii<]uef 
i^ aad conrluded with tbe most alarmiug 
deapondency* 

Grieved and agitated, Ctarinda com*» 
miftiiicated to Sir William tbe contents of 
LioDers letter, wbo immediately bastened 
to tbe Spot from whence tbe letter waa 
dated, ia tbe bope of being able to restord 
Lionel to reason and to Imppiness. Bat 
be was now bere to be found ; and after 
repealed enquiries,alltbat could be learned 
was, tbat be was gone to bis father, at bis 
cottntry seat, wbere tbe latter was confined 
by severe indisposition. fiendered ipe« 

lancboly 
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läDcholy by this intelltgience^ Cbrinda*» 
aUrred spircts vere observed whefever she 
came, aml Albany seemed sererely mor« 
tified bj the change he bslw in her, although 
Ignorant of the cause of it. 

Amongst those who shewed the greatcst 
coocem aboot the evidently iacreasing de« 
jectioa of Clarinda, was Leopold Venacer, 
who was lier admirer aüd sincere friend^ 
and stood equally high ix^ her estimaticm* 
This yonng man, amiable even amidst bis 
erroffs, ofben beguUed Clarfaida's sadness. 
His taste fbr music and p^etry rendered 
bis Society delightful to her; and he 
passed a considerable portion of his time 
with her, while thoee most interested in. 
bis happiness, were gratified by his »arked 
attentions to so worthy an object ; and 
not knoWing her engagement, tbey wished 
be might obtain a tender interest in her 
beart, as the most likely nieans of with* 
drawing him from the unfortunate attach- 
ment to a worthless being, whose folty 
and depravity marked htm as an object for 

the 
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the finger of scorn to pöint at. But 
though the sentiments experienced by 
Leopold for Clarinda might soon have 
b^come a tender passion, if -cherished by 
her approving smile, yet, thougb she ac* 
kßowledged bis personal advantages, aud 
was sensible of bis talents and accomplish- 
ments, her impressions iii bis favöur 
resembled wbat an afFectionate sister might 
have experienced for a deserving brotber; 
and cbarming and engaging as Leopold 
was, she could never have distinguisbed 
bim by any sentiment beyond friendship* 
Thus unconscious of the Impression she 
was daily making more deeply on the ^ 
ö)ind of her young companion, and uri- 
acqüainted with the various rumours and 
süppositions which arosefrom bis constant 
Visits and marked attentions to ber^ 
Claiinda was unsuspicious of the con- 
sequences that ensued. Wheu she, there- 
fore, observed Albany look gloomy and 
wretched as sooh as Leopold appeared, 
fibe wajä at a loss to account for the cause 

of 
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of his uneasiness ; and when, at length, 
Sir William revealed it to her, and gently 
cautioned her against encouraging the 
frequency of I^opold's visits, and giving 
to him 8o considerable a portion of her 
time, she stood ainazedat discovering that 
theinnocent pleasureshe had found in the 
Company of an iutercsting and amiable 
young man, had excited such suspicioa 
and jealousy in the bosom of her lover. 

From ttiat hour Ciarinda was but seldom 
visible to Leopold when he paid his accus^ 
tomed morning visit, who, mortified by 
Cpntiaual dental, änd finding no other 
object at Sir William's to iaterest or delight 
him, seldom appeared, but often niet 
Ciarinda at public places, and at private 
parties. 

Among the former, the theatres were 
the most favourite places of amusement 
with Ciarinda ; and Sir William indulged 
her taste, by taking her whenever the name 
of any celebrated performer appeared in 
the play-bills. 

Oa 
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On one of theae; occasiaDs, Lord iLyvt^ 
derville appeaned ia the box next to them. 
On beholding him, Sir William's* ootour 
was heightened to tbe deepest crim^on ; 
and Clarinda tumed pale so suddonly^ 
tfaat Albany, alarmed, demanded if she 
vas iil. She» indeed, feit a sicknes» at her 
hearty and a faintnesB, which she attrt- 
Imted to the heat, as the house w«9 greatly 
crowded ; wben Sir Willkm, advisrng bet 
to, refcurn home, arose to lead fasr out;, 
and in the same instant Lord Lynderville 
aiK>9e alw, with look» expressive of the 
wärmest interest; and trembling with agi^ 
tation, be foUowed Sir WUliam's partjr 
out of the theatre» 



• ' 
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CHAP. III. 



'' How few» like joa, oiquiie the wretched mitp 
** And leek thc offiCM of aoft HaauiiiQr ?*' 



X.HE cincuqiBtanc^» whtch arose from 
Lord Lynderville*s appearance so tiear 
tbem, at the play, mäde a constderablo 
impresaion . on Sir William's mind ; and 
altjboqgh he was.»lent on the subject, ho 
was of opiaioa. that ttie sudden indb« 
positioE of Clarinda arose from the pre* 
aeooeof thatNobleman, tbough wholly at 
aloss toaocouDtfor hisproducmg such an 
effectyOrbeinganobjectof aDyii)|erest with 

Clarinda. 
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Clarinda. Under tliese impreasions, Sir 
William was frequently thoughtful and 
absent, and sometimes wished for their 
return to the Castle ; but as it had been 
determined on, that Clarinda's xnarriage 
was to take place before they quitted 
London, he forbore to express bis wish, 
lest it should hasten an union whicb, 
though it had received bis wärmest coun- 
tenance and approbation, he never tbought 
on without an impression of sadness, 
which appeared to himself unaccountable 
and extraordinary. 

The day was at length named that was 
to give Clarinda to Albany, who testified 
all the impattence ,of youthful passion ; 
and the busy tongue of rumpur mäde up 
another match between Sir William and 
Miss Evelyn, whicb^ although at first 
regarded by Clarinda as a groundless 
report, proved to be a decided intention, 
as Sir William one day informed ClaHoda 
tbat the prudence, good temper, and 
valuahle qualities of Miss Evelyn had 

made 
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made him desirous to secure such a friend 
and companion, to bless the evening of 
his life, especially as he was so soon to lose 
the Society of his dear adopted child. 

Clarinda heard this declaration with 
amazement; and a sort of luelancholy 
seized upon her heart, which she endea« 
voured to conquer without effect It was 
determined that the nuptials of Sir William 
and Miss Evelyn should take place on the 
same day as was fixed on for those of 
Albany and^ Clarinda. 

The near approach of this day increased 
the secret dejection of Clarinda ; and she 
accused herseif of inexcusable weakness» 
in having consented to a union in which 
her heart had noshare. The sufferings of 
Albany, the violence of his passion, the 
persuasions of some, and the reproaches 
of others, *had hurried her into an 
acquiescence which cost her the bitterest 
regret. She searched her heart, and found 
that the object of her real and tender 
preference was Lionel Ethelwood, who 

YOL. II. D had 
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had avowed an attachment equally fervent 
and unconquerable for her, and equally 
hopeless as her own. -^ 

To wed one man, with the Image of 
another cherished in her heart, she had 
considered as an abuse of that most solema 
engagemfent, to love and honour only him 
on whom she bestowed her band, and a 
.crime against truth and purity of mind, 
as well as a mockery of a most holy 
ordinancej She shuddered, therefore, at 
theguiltwhich sheseemed aböutto incur, 
without seeingany possibility of avoiding 
it. Compassion had subdued resolution, 
and entreaty had prevailed on her to 
sacrifice her feelings, tosecure the life and 
happiness of Albany ; and as the time 
äppointed for their union drew near, she 
feit more strongly than ever the utter 
impossibility of conquering the repug- 
nance of her heart, without the smallest 
hope of being able to recede from her 
'Engagement. 

While she was thus stwggling with 
4 secret 
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secret anguish, and obliged to assume a 
face of cheerfulness, and mix in scenes oF 
gaiety and pleasure, the only real delight 
her heart experienced, was in perfornWng 
Offices of humanity, which the scenes of 
distress so continually presented to her 
compassion in London, afforded abundant 
opportunities of doing. Among numeroiis 
applications to Sir Williain's charity, hc 
received one from a wretched female, who 
was sinking into her grave under accu- 
mulated miseries, and destitute of the 
means of support. The petition of this 
unhappy woman Sir William gave to 
Clarinda, expressing his wish that Mrs, 
O'Byron, who was . generally the com- 
panion of her charitable visits, wouid go 
with her to enquire into tbe truth of the 
nielancholy represeutation. With this 
request Mrs. O'Byron readily complied ; 
and, attended by a man-servant, they 
Feached a wretched, dwelling, in a narrow 
dirty street, where the servant waited 
without, and the ladies entered the house, 

Da and 
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and was conducted up. three pair of stairs, 
to a dismal room, where the object oF their 
enquiries lay on straw, with no other 
covering but a ragged mg, without fire, 
in the cold month of November, and 
destitute of any sustenance but oatmeal 
and watcr, which was provided for her in 
her illness by ayounggirlabout seventeen 
years of age« who sat, clothed in a torn 
petticoat and dirty bedgown, by the side 
of the suflFerer. 

The looks of the ladies testified what 
they feil on entering this apartment of 
misery. The young girl arose, and placing 
chairs for them, the poor invalid raised 
her heady and discovered a face pale as 
death, and worn to a sikeleton by sickness 
and sorrow. 

Tears of pity streamed over Clarinda's 
cheeks. She was unable to speak; but 
Mrs. O'Byron, though extremely affected 
by the distressing scene, was more com- 
posed than her young friend, and enterftl 
into discourse with the girl concerning 

the 
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the particulars of the uohappy wotnan's 
Situation^ who sbe found had been lan^ 
guishing uiuler illness and want for maoy 
months. 

The answers of the grri, the tenderness 
and humanity they breathed, and the 
rational observations she niade» seemed to 
bespeak a .mind worthy of a better fate ; 
while the loveliness of her countenance, 
and the delicacy of her form^ excited 
admiration, even under all the disadvan- 
tages of poverty and neglect. 

A loud rapping at the street-door niade 
the young glrl '/tarti justas Mrs. O'Byron 
had put into her band 3ome relief for her 
hhe called her niother. The girl wept ia , 
gratitude ; then, blushing, she addressed 
her charitable visitors, saying — ** Don't 
be alarmedy ladies, if another appears on 
the sa^e errand a$ brought you here ; for, 
destitute of one farthing, and thinking 
ny.poor mother was dying, I last night 
rusbed out ihto the street, to beg a trifle 
öf the first I met. A young -gen tleman 

B 3 was 
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was passing by, and I told him my dis* 
tress. He stopped, and listened to me ; 
Ihen putting his band into bis pocket to 
relieve me, he seemed alarmed and grieved, 
and töld me he had lost bis purse, Wbich 
he was sorry for, chiefly on my account, 
-as be bad only one loose Shilling in bis 
pocket, whicb he gave me. He tben 
askcd my direction, M'bicb, stoppingunder 
a lamp, be pencilled on bis pocket-book, 
saying, I should see biniagain. Metbougbt 
be looked^ like an. angel, as be talked to 
nie ; and I hope yoü will not be frigbt- 
ened, ladies, if be sbould come wbil6 you 
are bere ; for tbe people bclow let every 
body up tbat asks for us, in bopes of 
getting tbe money we owe to tbem/* 

A gfcntle tap was now heard at tbe 
cbamber-door ; tbe girl flew to open it, 
and, <to tbe astonisbment of Clarinda, 
young Ethelwood entered, equally-amazed 
at bebolding her. 

** Tbis is tbe gentleman wbose good- 
ness I >vas speaking of/' cried tbe giil. 

'' Ob, 
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<' Oll, Sir, that Shilling» little as you 
thought of it, was the saving of my 
iiiother*s life last night 1 And now, look 
here, Sir — scc what the mcrcy of these 
laclies have done for us !*'— opening her 
band, and shewing the twoguineas which 
Mrs. O^Byron had put into it. 

The grateful emotion«— the artless tean 
and open conduct of the gtrl Struck them 
all forcibly ; but Mrs. O'Byron observed 
that the sicIc woman rivetted her eyes on 
her young attendant with au expression 
not favourable, but which they could not 
comprehend the meaningi^of. 

The great* turprise of Mrs. 0*Dyron, 
Clarinda, and Etlielwood admitted not of 
an imniediate expUnation. They quitted 
the hpuse together, after the latter had 
slippeitsotnethinginto the girl's band, and 
her blessings followed theo]» On getting 
into the street, Lionel begged permission 
to attend the ladies home, which Mrs. 
O'Byron cheerfully granted; impressed as 
she was in bis favour by the circunistances 

j> 4 that 
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I 

that occasioned their nieeting, and in j 

some degree influenced by what she had | 

before lieard of bis filial attachment to bis 
motber — of bis amiable conduct, and 
aiany valuable and interesting qualities. 
Wben tbey reacbed Sir William 's door, 
and Lionel was about to take bis leave, 
Mrs. O'Byron besought bim not to refuse 
tlienl tbe pleasure of bis Company a little 
longer, wbile be stood besitating, wisbing 
to accept ber invitation, but looking in 
Clarinda's eyes, to see if sbc approved of 
bis doing so. Clarinda blusbing, and 
silenty understood tbe meaning of bis ex- 
pressive looks ; and a gentle smile deter- 
mined bim to indulgeafewminutes longer 
in ber endeared society — perbaps for tbe 
last timCy tbougbt be, as be accompanied 
tbe ladies to tbe drawing-room. 

Albany waa not at bome j but tbe rest 
of tbe family were assembled in tbe draw- 
ing-room, and tbey all looked surprised 
on beboldingyoung£tbelwood| especially 
Sir William, wbo, wbile be esteemed tbis 

amiable 
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amiable 3*oung man, was concerned lest 
his introductton there, and tlie cordial 
manner of Mrs. O'Byron» who was unac« 
quainted with the passion he Iiad professed 
for Clarinda, should induce him to become 
their frequent visitor, and cherish the 
hopeless attachment which preyed upon 
his heart, and which it would have been 
cruelty to do any thing to encourage« 
Influenced by this just opinion» Sir 
William received Lionel with a cold and 
distant civility, the chilling eflFect of 
which he was very sensible of ; and while 
Clarinda was wounded by the reserved 
looks and manner of her benefactor^ she 
secretly admitted the propriety of dis- 
couraging the visits of Lionel, and accu- 
seil lierself forhaving, by the smile which 
his beseeching look, and the interest he 
possessed in her heart, had momentarily 
occasioned, encouraged a transient and 
delüsive hope, and induced him ta yield 
to the entreaty of Mrs. Oliyron, and 
fudiilgein the (tohini) dängerous presenop 
of the objectof his hopeless ad oration. 

V 5 As 
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As Lionel M'as quitting the house, he 
was met by Albany, whose cheek flushed, 
and bis eye seemed to dart fire on behold- 

• ing bim ; and barely returning bis salu- 
tation, they passed eacb otber baiiglitily. 
The cold manner aiid severe looks of 
Sir William efFectually prevented the repe- 

V tition of young Ethelwood's visit : but he 
seemed to haunt Clarinda's steps wherever 
she appeared, and always regarded her in 
silence, with an aspect so serious, and looks 
so fixed, that some of the yöung men, 
Avho knew them both, gave to Lionel the 
appellation of Clarinda's ghost, and fre- 
quently called herthehauntedlady ; while 
their raillery distressed her, and recalled 
to the memoryof SirWilliam theapparition 
of the clifts, and the Sccret of the Gavern ; 
and he concluded, notwithstanding all 
that Clarinda had asserted, that the snp- 
posed spectre, that had caused such disnVay 
and uneasinessat tlie Castle, was no othcr 
than the enamoured Lionel. 

I 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



^* -So spake the cherub ; and hti grave lebukc» 
, <' Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 
'' Invincible : abashed^ the devil ttood» 
" And feit how awful Goodness is, and taw 
" Virtue in her shape how lovely !'* 

iL^LARINDA counted the passing mi- 
nutes with a throbbiog heart, as the day 
approacbed near that was named to make 
her a bride ; and her thoughtful airi and 
sometimes absent manner, were frequently 
the §ubject of raillery among her young 
friendsy who compared it with the sniiles 
and sprightliness of Miss Evelyn, who 
never before appeared so completely happy. 

D 6 111 
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111 at ease within herself, and looking 
with painful apprehension to the future, 
the adulation she received^ wherever she 
appearedi disgusted heri and she lost all 
relish for amusement Retired withia 
herseif, she sought for pleasure derived 
from a superior source — the pleasure of 
doing good ; and tried to forget her own 
unhappiness in alleviating the niiseries of 
others« Among the objects of her com- 
passion, she- was from the first particularly 
interested in favour of the young girl, 
whom she had discovered attending an the 
woman, in whose^sick Chamber they had 
met Lionel Ethehvood. The woman was 
restored to health ; and a worthy Cler- 
gyman, who, at Clarinda's request, fre- 
quently \2sited her, drew from her a con- 
fession which increased Clarinda's ptty 
and regard for the girl supposed to be her 
daughter. This unfortunate young crea- 
ture^ proved to be a child of uuknown 
birth, and wasxommitted to the mercy of 
the woman, whom she called mother, vvhen 

but 
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but a few months old, and a trifling sunt 
of money given for the infant's future 
Support. This woman wan at tbat time 
in decent circymstances ; her husband 
was a tradesman ; but dying soon after, 
sbe was \tft distressed, and having a low 
and brutal mind, sbe considered the infant 
committedto hercare»as an encumbrance, 
and treated it with unkindness. As soon 
as the girl was able, sbe assisted her to 
labour^ and at intervals of lelsure sbe 
endeavoured to learn to work at her needle, 
and to read, wbich her supposed* mother 
termed idleness, and did every thing in 
her power to discourage. ßut Natura 
will break fortb. The little Mary possessed 
a soul above the vulgär; and nothing 
would subdue her thirst for knowledge, 
though ignorance and cruelty often 
cbecked it. With the greatest difficulty, 
in the course of some years, she was able 
to read well, to write a little, and to work 
at her needle with uncommon neatness 
and facility. Self-taught in every thing, 

whatever 
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whatever she undertook, was done witli 
care and exactness, and she obtained the 
notice of a respectable family, where her 
nonnnal mother went to assist in the 
washing, and was hired to go there daily to 
work at her needle. This was considered 
by the innocent Mary as a piecepf great 
good fortune.; but youth and inexperience 
are seldom guarded against danger, or 
suspicious of härm ; aud the attractions 
of Mary 's lovely person did not long pasa 
unnoticed. Flattercd and admired, the 
young nien of the family contended for 
Mary's favour, and the women envied and 
slandered her. At length her mastcr's 
son proved the successful candidate for 
Mary's love ; and her süpposed mother, 
thinking that if the girl could make her 
fortune, slie should be provided for, per- 
mitted the lovers to meet in secret at her 
lodging whenever they pleased. The 
consequence of these claridestine meet- 
ings was fatal to the affectionate and con« 
fiding girl, who had soon reason to repent 

her 
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lier trust in an unfeeling and unprinci* 
plgil man, and after being dismiftsed from 
fier place in disgrace, was deserted hy the 
author of her misfortune, and obliged to 
ii^ve recourse to legal measures, to compel 
him to provide for her wants when she 
became a raother. The unhappy and 
deluded Mary, still fondly attached to him 
who had betrayed her, was reduced nearly 
to the grave by his cruelty and neglect, 
to which wereaddedthebitterestreproaches 
from her'she believed tili then to be her 
mother; but who, in the height of her 
resentment, told her she M^as no child of 
her's, nor should she dishonour herself by 
owning her any longen Tlie wretched 
girl, thus r^proached, drooped hourly 
under her acute sufferings, and her infant 
died in consequence of her anguish. In 
de-spair^ hopeless, friendless, her character 
gone, and no humane heart near to give 
her comfort, no reasonable being to stop 
the progress of deslruction — urged by 
want, and hourly told by the old woman 

that 
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ihat it was no matter what sbe did, since 
nobody would ever notice or employ her, 
she yielded to tbe proposal of another 
depraved being, and was soon abandoned 
as before, just before tbe old woman wa^ 
attacked by that illness in which Mary 
supported her by the sale of her clothes, 
and afiectionately attended on her, until 
the hour when Providence sent Mrs. 
O'Byron and Clarinda to their relief. 

The old woman confessed to the Cler- 
gynian that she planned and advised the 
second breach of virtue in poor Mary, 
from that false and dangerous notion so 
general in Ignorant and vulgär minds, that 
there isnodistinction between the woman 
deceived under the profession of honour« 
able love, and those who are the slaves of 
vice ; and Mary, instead of being encou- 
raged to regain the path of rectitude, M^as 
• continually told that she who is once 
betrayed, is lost for ever. 

Yet, though thus deluded and unfor- 
tunate, Mary 's heart was not corrupt ; 

still 
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sttll she shuddered at iniquity, and revered 
the sacred name of virtue» ttiough almost 
hopeless of ever more being . numbered 
amongst its happy daughters. 

As weak and uninformed mtnds are 
always prone to run into extremes, Mrs« 
Hopwood, the nominal mother of Mary, 
vas so deeply imjH'essed with a sense of 
her crime, with respect to the secoad 
error of that unhappy girl, that she was 
continually aecusing herseif on that süb- 
ject ; and, seized with a sort of religious 
mania, very common with minds of her 
description, she declared she had sold her 
soul to Satan, by partaking of the short- 
lived gains of Mary's deviation. As this 
Impression gave rise to a variety of others, 
she declared she should never rest tili she 
could d Iscover who the mother of Mary 
was, as she was sure she should not fail to 
know her, having prevailedon thewoman 
who entrusted the infant to her care, ta 
give her a sight of the mother tbrough a 
crevice in the door of her Chamber« 

''And 
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'* Aüdalady she is, wheresoever $ht 
may be," said Mrs. Hopwood* ** When 
I sawed her, shc was «itting by herseif» 
very moloncholyy as it were ; as well she 
might, after sending her poor baby away» 
tp Gbd knows who, as a body may say ; 
for she never sawed me in all her bora 
daysi thof I sawed her piain enough, 
aad shall never forget.her as long as I live : 
ao, no, I have got her face before my 
eyes, as it were, at this moment Well, 
'twas not for her beauty that I noticedher 
SP much ; but being Mary 's raothe^ and 
a fine lady, I wished to look M'ell at her, 
to keep her in mind, if occasion should 
happea to make one desire to own her ; 
a,nd I must needs say, thof poor Mary is 
an unfortunate creature, as a body may 
*ay, yet she is as far before her mother in 
beauty, as day is to night." 

As Airs. Hopwood was thus indulging 
her naturally communicative disposition 
to the Clergyman^ who had brought her 
to a sense of . her past errors, and who^e 

real 
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real piety and good understanding had 
refbrmed her tem()er, mended her mannerSy 
and secured her gratitude, a tapping at the 
Chamber door announced the arrival of 
visitors ; and on Mary*s opening it, Cla« 
rinda, who, from her first visit, seldom 
failed to see them every day, entered, 
accompanied by SlrWilUam^.Miss O'Byron, 
and Miss Evelyn, who had all expressed a 
wish to see the lovely Mary, from Clarinda's 
description of her. 

The monient they entered, Mrs. Hop- 
wood uttered a piercing shriek, and theii 
exciaimed with a loud voice— 

* • Therc she is— that's she— there Stands 
the mother of my poor ruined Mary l** 

Every eye present was in a moment 
fixed on the person to whom Mrs. Hop^ 
wood pointed, and who was no other thao 
the pure and amiable Miss Evelyn, wh« 
sinking, almost breathless^ into a chair 
.near her, asked, in a low and trembling 
Vöice — '* What can the womanmean?*' 
.; ** Mean — mean, Ma'am !'* cried'Mrs. 

Höpwood; 
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Hopwood; " I meatis what I says, 
Ma*anK I means that you be the mother 
of this poor^ distressed, unhappy child,: 
Ma'am ! Sure you don't pretend to for-? 
get Sarah Brown, Ma*am? Why, shc wsl» 
the person, Ma'aro, that gave your child 
to me^ ivith a hundred golden guineas^ 
and charged me tö breed it for my own— * 
aye, and told me that I should alwaysibe 
gettiog secret presents; but the deuce a 
one ever came to my band. Why, you 
went to Sarah Brown's house, Ma'am^ and 
took the child there yourself after you'd 
laid in, when all your friends thbugbt 
you was in some outlandish place ; and 
there I saw you through a hole in the 
door of Mrs. Brown's Chamber ; and thof 
ehe is dead a many year, yet, Ma'anii 
you cannot deny you knowed her, and 
employed her in this business." 

Silence prevailed. Miss Evelyn con- 
cealed her face between her hands, Mary 
feil upon her knees at Mrs. Uopwood's 

fcet. 
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feet, and the eyes of all the rest present 
ivere fixed in amazement« 

*' Rise, Mary/' said Mrs. Hopwood; 
^* don't kneel to me, but gb to your 
mother, and beg her to bless you. " 

Miss Evelyn started up, and flew out 
of the room. Sir William and the young 
ladies followed, while the agitated girl, 
who was the itinocent cause of all this, 
strll prostrate on the floor, stretched out 
her arms after them ; then sinking down 
in agony, with her face hid between her 
clasped hands, she remained in that pos* 
ture tili the Clergymaui much affected at 
the scene^ raised her in his arms^ and led. 
her to a couch^ which the attentive and 
kind girl had contrived for Mrs. Hop- 
wood, after she was able to quit the 
' wretched bed where she had been so many 
inonths confined. 

The Clergyman who had witnessed the 
scene, though an exemplary character in 
his profession, was a very young man^ 
whose heart was ever open to the claims 

of 
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of humanitj, though bis feelings were 
regulated by virtue and religion. Tbis 
gentleman^ therefore, thougb shocked by 
Mrs, Hopwot)d's account of the cruel 
and iniquitous proceeding tbatplaced the 
ill-fated Mary ander her •protection, yet 
could not^help commiserating the Situa- 
tion of her mother — thus exposed to 
shame and dishonour in the presence of 
those where she was most interested, her 
character and respectabHity lost, and all 
her prospects of happiness destroyed. 

Deeply impressed by those considera- 
tions, and apprehensive lest desperation 
should urge Miss Evelyn to some ra^h 

9 

measure, he hastened to Sir William's 
bouse, and requested an interview with 
Mrs. O'Byron. That lady appeared iu a 
State of the utmost agitation, and told 
Mr. Jennings, the Clergyman, that Miss 
Evelyn had fallen into dreadfulxonvul- 
sion fits, and that she was apprdiensive 
of the most fatal consequences. 
The devoted child and the wretched 

guilty 
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guilty mother now appeared to be equally 
objects of commiseration; — theoneas the 
innocent victim of herparent's crime — the 
other for having sacrificed the natural 
feelings of a parent, and all the soft ties 
and tender compunctions that arise to- 
ward those we bring into life, to preserve 
that character of which she was at last 
deprived, and the Stigma of an unpitying 
heart, added to the indeiibie stain of a 
dishonoured name. 

Many days elapsed without the least 
hope of Miss Evelyn*s ever bcing restorcd 
to reason, if her life was prolonged. At 
lengthy a Stupor, which was deathlike, 
succeeded to theviolence of the convul- 
siou fits; and after coutinuing in that 
melancholy state near a weck, slie seemed 
to awake as from a trance, and looked 
wildly around her at flrst, as if insensible 
of her Situation, and unconscious of^what 
had happened. But this happy ins(i}6ibf- 
lity did not last long; the reality burst 
suddcniy upon her miiid, and brought 

distraction 
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distraction with it ; she raved incoherently, 
and made several attempts to put an end 
to her existence. In this dreadful State, 
the only person known to her, that she 
could bear to see, was Mrs. O'Byron, 
who watched over her with incessant at* 
tention^ and the tenderest care. 

One night, after Mrs. O'Byron had 
retired, and the nurse hired tcwatch and 
attend her, had resumed her charge, the 
woman, supposing her asleep, thought 
she might indülge herseif in a few minutes 
ofrepose; and seating herseif in an easy 
chair, sank into a sort of half-sleep» from 
which she was soon roused by an unusual 
noise; and starting up, she saw Mis» 
Evelyn with a bettle of laudanum in her 
hand, which she was raising to her *lips. 

Struck with horror, the woman dashed 
it from Miss Evelyn's band, and it feil 
upon the bed«clothes. Enraged at the 
disappointment, weary of life, and resolved 
to get rid of it, the wretched lady sprang 
out of her bed, and seized a knife that 

lay 
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lay on the table. The nurse endeavoured 
todisarm her without effect; di$tractioa 
aerved her arm, the struggle was severe; 
she Struck the woman in her face with the 
knife, and gave herseif several desperate 
iFounds before the shrieks of the nurse 
were heard by any of the family. 

At length jthe housekeeper and three 
other female servants entered the room, 
rescued the nurse from danger, aud held 
the fainting lady in their arms» tili the 
Test of the family were roused» and a sur- 
geon sent for, as they all believed Miss 
Evelyn was expiring, for her wounds bled 
copiously, and she lay as if lifeless« 
When the surgeon arrived, he declared 
her . wounds were not ' mortal» though 
severe; aud the only danger there was, 
arose from an apprehension that the dis- 
traction of mind might bring on a fever» 
which she might be too much reduced to 
struggle with. 

A fever did ensue, but the natural 
strength of her Constitution enabled her 

VOL. JU z to 
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to süstäiti the severe attack, and slife was 
id ä Short time protiounced out of danger. 
The sefdae of the enormity of hfer guilt 
was now real and acute. It was not what 
bftd reduced her to that low condition, 
ifiercly Vounded pride, and the bittet cer* 
tainty of being disgraced änd degraded ; 
but it was a heartfelt compunction, a 
deep itnptessioa of her crime against God 
abd NatuTe» 

The iinage of her deserted child arose 
to her mind, adorned with ati her nativ^e 
iffnocence and beauty; again she seemed' 
tb behold her plea^ing looks, her silent 
eloquence, her Streaming tears, and her 
arttis stretched out toward her; and she 
sighed to fold her in her arms, and call 
her daughter ! But little did she imagiue 
all the fatal consequences vvhich had arise^ 
from her cruelly committing her Infant to 
iibfeett&g and m^rceaary strangers. She 
had still to learn the heart-rending account 
of Mary 's havidg been betrayed, frem the 
{)«!lrilo^ '«h-^emntt&nces to which her 

utiguaktled 
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uciguarded youth was exposed, from Tier 
öcgtectcd education, thc wtmt of proper 
example or judicious counsel, the mfla« 
ence of vulgär habits and opinioas, the 
discouragemeat of every thing that tends 
to defend us from error, aiid shew — 

** Yirtae tn her tfaape faoir lovely !" 

and from the evil tendency of gross igno- 
rance änd perverted judgments, and the 
want of a sensible friend to guide her con- 
duct» and correct her passions. 

Such were the sad effects of thc deser- 
tion of Mary's infant state; a melancholy 
fact, concealed from her repentaut niother 
tili her strength of mind was sufiiciently 
restored, to enable her to hear the mouru- 
ful tale without again endangering her 
Mfe. Real penitence naturally directs the 
mind to religion— -there is its sure refuge 
and its best hope. This was the expe- 
fience of Miss Evelyn, and proved the 
sincerity of her contrition. 

The mild arguments of the friendly 
Mrs. O'Byron did much to tranquillize her 

eS mind; 
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mind ; but the pious exhortations of Mr. 
JenniugSy the Clergyman, did more to 
ease her wounded conscience, by direct« 
ing her to the Eternal Fountain of mercy 
and pardon. *' So spake the cherub;" 
and so convincing were the argumentsof 
truthi 80 powert ul the consolations of 
Divine Goodness, that-though guilt stood 
reproved, despair vanished. 

As the violence of Miss Evelyn -s pas- 
sions was subdued, her health amended 
fasti and she was soon able to see her 
tnuch-wronged child. 

Mary threw Tierself in agony on her 
knees the moment she was introduced 
into the presence öf her mother, who, 
gazing on her lovely face in affectionate 
anguish, raised her in silence, pressed her 
tenderly to her heart^ and they wept in 
each other's bosoni. 

As soon as Miss Evely n*s health was 
fluiBciently restored, it was thought expe- 
dtebt to advise her removäl froni London ; 
the faope of which affbrded considerable 

■ 

reüef 



THE CAVERK» 77 

ireUef to her mind, though the tale of her 
dishonour was confined to the knowledge 
of a fcw, and those such wbose friend- 
ship and feeüngs were interested in its 
concealment ; — there was no danger, there- 
fore, of its extending fartber^ except 
thftiugh Mra. ilopwood; and she was 
Ignorant of Miss Evelyn's name, and 
never acqiiainted with the abode of Sir 
AVilliam^s faniily; and was likewise pro- 
miseU a decent provision for life, on con« 
ditioQ of observing a strict silence about 
every thing relative to Mary — a restraint 
which however severe it seeoied, interest 
ensured her observance of 
. Thoitgh every precaution was takeit to 
concea] the gutlty story from the fiimily; 
numerous connections, and general äc* 
quaintance of Miss Evelyn, many of 
whoni crowded around her with the 
wärmest solii^itude, yet a consciousness 
pf her unworthiness naade hershriuk from 
their attentions, and secretly wish she 
could escape from tlieni fcH-ever; and, 

£ 3 above 
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above a)l others, sbe was anxious to avoid 
evör again beholding Sir WiHiam Warbcrt, 
who vas 80 near being united to her fow 
life, merely from her supposed virtue of 
heart, amiable temper, and purity of con- 
duct ; and she naturally concluded, after 
ihe discovery he bad wttnessedi he ccmld 
not fall ta regard her as a monftter ia 
sature. 

• But such was the generous natiire c^ 
Str WiUiam» that he &lt her disgrace and 
illness mncb more than any thing that 
could aüTect himself ; and wbtle be com* 
iBÄsei aied her suiFerings« he determioed to 
do all in his power to alleviate their seve* 
9fty^ and to provide fbr Mary and Mrs, 
Hopwood, which he immediately did by 
etlowing the latter an income sufficient to 
Mpport her above want, to be paid quar« 
terly, as long as she observed the silence 
required respecting Mary, for whom hc 
placed a thousand pounds in the fnnds, 
and left every thing eise relative to the 
unfortunate girl, to be directed by her 

mother, 
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mother, who yielcjed to thc generoiu con- 
duct of the noble- minded Sir William^ 
not without many persuasions from Mrs. 
O'Byron, through whom she offered cou- 
siderable Opposition to Sir William'a inten« 
tion^ and at last consented reluctantly to 
wbat be proposed, as ber native pride, 
and inberent. loftincss of aj^lrit verc 
unaubducd. 

Ai a conaid^rable dcgree of weaknesf 
and janguor remaived^ Mm Evelyn ex* 
preaaed to her relations a wish to visit 
IJsbon, whicb her physician approved, 
and wbicb was agreed to ; and as ber for- 
tune was »mall» ber familyi by all of 
whom she was belovjed and respected, 
coQ^lended wbo sbould do most to enaUe 
h^r to undertake ber voyage to Lisbon, 
iiK a style beconiing ber rank and con- 
nections; and gave ber numerous letters 
of tntroduction to persona of the first clasa 
in that countiy. 

After tbis arrangement, Mary wfis xft* 
(eived undej the protection of hQC iQOther, 

£ 4 and 
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and described to her relations as a young 
girl| whose pitiable Situation and well«* 
disposed mind recQmmended her to notice ; 
and Miss Evelyn therefore engaged hef 
in quality of companion and attendant. 

Füll of gratitude and attentioni Mary 
entered joyfully ön her new employment; 
and her mother witnessed Ihe proofs of 
her affection and efforts to please, with 
«motions of mingled delight and remorse. 
Jwodgings were hired for Miss Evelyn, by 
her particular request, to make prepara« 
tions for her voyage; but her chief motive 
for this request was to avoid society, as 
she shrunk from those who had witnessed 
her disgrace» and by all of whom she had 
before been Keld in the highest estima* 
tion. Several weeks elapsed before an 
opportun ity ofFered for their departure; 
and Mary became each hour more endear« 
cd to her mother, as her heart was warm 
and afFectionale, and her teniper mild and 
obliging. 

Mrs. Hopwood, who, to use her owa 

>vords, 
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Vfofihi consiciered herseif a gentlewoman 
for Kfe by the bounty of Sir William» 
left LondoiT, and ha^tened to her native 
spot, an obscure village in Denbighshire, 
to pass the reniainder of her days witli 
her poor relation», and be the fitie lady of 
her family, none of whom she had cver 
seen smce she left then% in early youth^ 
clad in a linsey-woolsey jacket and 
petticoat, and walked to London wlthout 
s!*oes, to &eek her fortune»^ 

Sonic tears were shed when Mrs. Hop- 
wood and Mary parted; as the former^ 
though ignorant, vulgär, and often brutal 
in manners, had not naturally a hard 
beart, and was really attached to the girl 
who had so long depended on her, and 
ealled her mother, and whoee endearing 
disposition was calculated to- soften and 
ftubdue the rudest nature. 

The day before Miss Evelyn and Mary 
embaxked, the former requested a private 
interview with Mr& O'Byron, in whom 
she had great confidence;: and to her. she 

e5 reyealed, 
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yevcaled, as a secret of the utmost import- 
ance, that Mary was the daughter of Mr. 
Ethetwood, born somc years after hh 
xnaiTtage with the lovely woman he had 
lost; that he had compelied her^ on pain 
of beitig cxposed to her family, to part 
with her child in the way already related, 
and that by hi« contrivance she had, 
when pregnant, accepted the invitation 
of a Portuguese lady, and went to pass 
some months with her at Lisbon, wbere 
'Mary was born ; and she soon after re- 
turned to England with her child, where 
she experienced the most cruel reception 
from her sediicer, and was under the 
necessity of acquiescing with all hts pro- 
^sals. She added, that her dread of 
cxposure had silenced the pleadings of 
Tiature in her heart, and the persuasions 
of her unprincipled and unpityttig be- 
trayer, who had promised to make her 
his wife if ever he shoüld be at liberty, 
prevailed on her to act as he directed in 
€very point, severely as her conscience 

suffered 
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suffered by so dokig. When, after the 
death of his Lady^ she claimed the per«^ 
formance of hia promise, he unfeelingly 
informed her of his passion for Clarinda, 
declared that his life depended on obtaia« 
]Dg her, aud finally urged such argumenti 
as made the unhappy and degraded Miss 
Evelyn submit to promote his wishes, and 
plead his cause with Clarinda» which he 
obliged her to give him a solemn assu«* 
rance she would do. 

White Miss Evelyn made this humili« 
ating confession, and while Mrs. O'Byroot 
listened with astonishment to theaccount, 
the latter woudered less at the fatal suc« 
cess of a wily seducer, than at the degra- 
datiou, cruelty, and meanness to which 
Miss Evelyn had submittedi through a 
fear» the efFects of which rendered her 
contemptible, and prqved how cooipletely 
her miud must have been depraved. 

The heart once really corrupted, be- 
comes soon t|ie harbour of deceit and 
falsehood; a truth strongly evinced in 

£6 Miss 
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Miss Evelytt's conduct, espccially that 
part of it whicb regarded Sir William War- 
bert, whose unsuspkioits goodness and 
generous nature she had abused by false 
displays of seeming excellence, and had 
nearly drawn him mto a fatal snare, virged 
on by Mr. Ethelwood, who secretly anti- 
cipated the success of his sckemes with 
delight, which consoled him under bis 
own disappointment; and still cherishing 
resentment and maÜce towärd Sir Wil- 
liam, when he heard of bis intendedmar- 
riage with Miss Evelyn, he exclaimed to 
himself — 

«• Such evcr be thc gifts 
•' With which 1 grect the man ■whom my soul hates." 

Thöugh Mrs. O' Byron made largc 
allowances fortheinfluence of a bad maa, 
in whose power Miss Evelyn had placed 
herseif, yet she could not reflect on the 
criminality and deception which marked 
herhistory withoutshuddering, anddraw- 
ing comparisons between that and poor 

Mary's 
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Mary's lapsc of vrrtue, who, although 
cruelly betrayed into error, was astranger 
toguile and cruelty; and though her 
innocence had been abused, her heart was 
imtainted by vice, and her Itfe unspotted 
by an unpitying deed. 
. Her tendernes» to her hapless infmnt 
while it lived, had amounted almost to 
heroisiYi. In defiante of herhard lot, her 
helpiess and destkiite condition, and the 
persnasions of the callous bearts around 
her, to yield it up to parochial charityi 
ÄO arguraentSj no reproachcs or sufFerings 
ceuld tear it from her hosoo) ; bat watch^ 
iug over it with anxious alFection, she 
silently resolved never to abandon it^ 
conie what would ^ butfor itssakc, endure 
the miseries of penury, scorn, and coor 
tesnpt, and* alV the bitter wrongß that 
pitiless minds infilct upon the innocent 
and the ixvjured« Heaven, however, wha 
marks the in ward heart, amL judgesuot 
as we judge, looked down witli: pit^t on 

the 
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the victims of cruelCy ; and, no dauht, 
in mercyi took the infent to himself. 

Had Mary been properlyedocated, had 
her understanding been dnly cultivated, 
her good disposttians cherished, and her 
virtues fortified by good example and 
instructioa, Nature had blessed her with 
every requisite to make a faithful wife, a 
tender mother, and a valuable meniber 
of society ; and while Mrs. O'Byron re- 
garded her with commiseration, she feit 
an aifection for her kindle in her bosom. 

The contrition of Miss Evelyn had 
wrought a happy change in her disposi- 
tion, created a humility in her mind, and 
given a gentleness to her heart, which 
before she had only assumed the external 
appearance of. 

So far from having the least hope. that 
Mr.} £tbelwood would render any service 
4o his unfortunate daughter, Miss £veLya 
Jcnew enough of his character to be cer- 
tain that the knowledge of tbe discavery 

which 
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wbich had taken place, would only pro* 
voke bis anger, and perhaps be the means 
of expo&ing her coaduct; she therefore 
resolved to conceal tt from him, and, if 
possible, fly from her native land for ever, 
to avoid ail intercourse with him. 

With this resolutioni she had deteroiined 
on visiting Lisbon, where the lady still 
lived, under whose hospitable roof Mary 
TV'as born, and who had preserved the 
secret with a fidelity that proved her 
honour, and the sincerity of her friendship 
for Miss Evelyn. 

The parting between Miss Evelyn and 
her frtends was marked by many painful 
emotions^ espectally ou her part, as she 
was secretly resolved never more to behotd 
England, if it could possibly be avoided. 
From MreL O'Byron, to whom she was 
truly attached, she coold not tear herseif 
•without a severe pang; and murmuring 
-out the name of Sir William Warbert, she 
besought Heaven to bkss and reward his 
goodoess; and, leäning on Mary 's itrm, 
3 she 
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she hastened to the postchaise that waft« 
cd to convey them to the sea-port, front 
whence the packet sailed for Lisbon. 



CHAP. V. 



^ Dark and unknowabetrayerf 

4 

** But now the dawn begins, and' the slow handf 
«« Of Fatcisstretch*dtodrawthcveil, andleavc 
"- Thee baie» the naked mark of public view^ 






jL he dhcovery in wliich Miss Evelyn 
was so greatly isterestedy had made a deep 
Impression on all who were acquainted 
wkh il, buton nöne so nuich as Sir Wil«* 
liam Warbert. He had long chemhed an 
esteem for that lady^ and bis high opinioa 

of 



e>f her merit had improved that esteem 
into a tranquil but sincere afFectton. Re« 
gardrng her, therefore, as bis desttüed 
wife, and the companron of his future 
days, bis astonishmetit and tiiortification 
w^re extreme, his disappointmetit scverei 
when her guilt stood revealed ; and her 
cruel abandonment of the innocent ibe 
had brought into being, reflected far more 
shame on her» in Sir WiUiam's opinion^ 
tban the error to wbich that infant owed 
its birth. A hard beart was the only fault 
Sir William Warbert could find no excttie 
fon Shudderingi therefore, atthc know» 
ledge of Mm Evelyn 's conduct ta her 
baptess child, though he feit for her de» 
gradation, and desired to soften its bitter« 
ness, he secretly wished never to behold 
her more, and his mind experienced a 
relief when he heard she had embarked 
for Lisbon. Doomed to experience cou* 
tinual disappointment where his heartwas 
niost interested, he sickentd at general 
Society, and could no longer mix in scene» 

of 
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Qf amus«ment^ but sighed for the sootti'- 
jng retirement of bis native spot; and it 
was determined on they sbould retura 
thitber^ immediately after the solemniza- 
(lon of the nuptiab between Albany and 
Clarinda« 

Tbe youthfttl p^tty now again joined m 
tbc oif €liH of plnsy re md gtiety around 
thena, wbere tb« abMDce of tbe loreTy 
Ckrmda had bcen muob regrettcd by tbf 
meii» and tbat of tbe . gay and gallant 
Albany by tbe ladieii^ witb wbom he wai 
8 general favourite^ aa be posteised in a 
high degree tbe art of flattering agree« 
ably, and secured attenticHi among tbe 
fatv sex, vberever he camei by consult« 
kg their bumours, and indulging their 
faibles, whiUt he laughed at tbeir follies ^ 
and mauy there werewho envied Clarinda 
tbe conquest of bis heart. 

PowerfuI are the effects of adulation-^ 

<* It is the kejr 
** Thal opc3 t\^e wicket of the human hcartj" 

4nd Albany was well skilled to use it to 

ad van tage. 

Amidst 
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Amidst an innumeraJ^le crowd of ne\^ 
actjuamtance ia the fashionabk World; to 
whom Clarinda was introduced when the 
modish winter comtnenced in London» 
were all tlic family connections and in« 
timate associates of Leopold Venacer, and 
of course shei of whom Clarinda had 
beard «o uafavourable an account» Lady 
Letitia BosafieM» tlie picture of whom^ 
a^ drawa by Albany, »bf found to be 
perfectly j\x$U 

Among the gay asaociates of Leopold^ 
bis talents for mueic and poetry had lottg 
gained him the appellatbnof Apollo; and 
since kia introduction at Sir William'f» 
hia attachment to the aociety of Clarinda» 
anjd the pleaaure bis converaation arid 
accompli&hments afforded her, inade bis 
young companions call him Clacinda*a 
Apollo« 

Tbis soon reached the ear of Lady 
Letitia, who, jealous wittiout affection, as 
is frequent with such minds as her'a, 
burned with eüvy on bdiolding the beau-» 

tifiü. 
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tifül Clarhifla, aöd gnashed lief teeth in 
bitternefts of heart, as she tursed fronf 
the bewitcbing loVeliness of her enchant* 
iftg face atid figiire, and cotnpared it with 
her owt) repetling counteuance) in a mit» 
ror, by which tbey itood on their (ir»t 
introduction. 

As iaterest, ftnd a thixit for notice H^ere 
the ruiing feelings of Lady Letitia Roii- 
field, and ai she wa» incapable of attacli- 
ment, and iniensible to meritt her influ« 
tnce with her bandsome and ämiable 
cousin did not prevent her constant 
efbrt» of ingratiating herseif with every 
man whom chance threw in her way; 
and| among otheri, her deceit and arti« 
fices gained considerably upon the eaiy 
nature of yaung Leverton, who, 'flattered 
by her attentions, fancied that she pre* 
ferred him to the elegant Leopold; and, 
proud of such a distinction^ became her 
huaible servant, dangled constantly after 
her, was gratified by being employed ia 
Utile frivoloua Offices to sei've her ; and, 

what 



THE CAV£EN. 93 

what was a considerable object with Lady 
Letitia, bis purse was always at heri;(r- 
vicö. With a wortby heart, and a high 
sense of honour, young Leverton was 
devoted to fashionable incrigue, and tbe 
dupe of false optnions. He therefore madc 
no scruple of deceiving his fricnd Leo- 
pold, by carrying on a secret intercourse 
with Lady Letitia, who, by this means, 
secured him in her interest on all occa« 
sions; and was often mean enough to 
drain his scantily supplied purse, to an« 
swer the demands of her extravagance. 

, From thefirst moment that Lady Letitia 
"beheld Clarinda, she feit a secret abhor« 
.rence of her, which she very cunningly 
concealed ander the wärmest professions 
of regard and admiration, always declaring 
.whenever Clarinda was named in mixed 
Company, that she was quite delightfui, 
that she was all perfection, or that she 
>wastoo divine; though she pined in secret 
.at the encomiums so liberally bestowed 
.by the men on the rural beauty, to wbose 

disadvantage 
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disadvantage shc often ventured some 
cruel and groundless insinuatlons amongst 
her familiars ; and frequently attempted 
to prejudice Leopold against her, 1>ut 
urithout success. 

Balls, routs, masquerades, splendid 
dinners, and public breakfasts now occu- 
pied the time of Clarinda aud her young 
friends. 

A masquerade was given at Boodle V 
lipon a grand scale. All the yorld, to 
use the fashionable phrase, was to be 
there; but Sir William could not be pre- 
vailed on to be of the party ; and hearing 
that the crowd was suspected to be im- 
niense, he objected to Clarinda's going, 
and she cheerfully subniitted to his rea- 
sons: but Albauy argued, iniportuned, 
and pouted, tili Sir William's objections 
were overrufcd, and a reluctant consent 
wrung from him, that Clarinda shoüld 
go. Preparations were thtrefore made; 
Albany prevailed oh Clarinda to chuse 
(hecharacter of aWood-nymph, while Ire 

determined 
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detertninedon that of aOountry Bumpkint 
in which hepromised himself great diver- 
sion. Mr. O'Byron appeared as a Grand 
Turk, his Lady as- thc fair Fatima, from 
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu*s descrip- 
tion ; and Miss O'ßyron and Fanny as 
Turkish girlsi attendants on Fatima. 

Leopold Venacer, Mr. Lci'ertön, and 
two young Noblemen, related to the latteri 
begged to be of their party, and caHcd in 
their carriages as they went, with the 
Marchtoness of Ancram, ihe motber of 
Leopold; Madame Sobowitski, a Polish 
lady; a Neapolitan Princess, Lady 
Letitia Rossfield, and several others of 
both sexes. 

The Marchionfess of Ancram, wlio had 
but the day before arrived from her coun- 
try seat for the season, had been one of 
the most jcelebrated wömen of her country, 
both for beauty and wit, and was still 
lovely and fescinating. Her i8on rescm- 
bted her as muchin features, as he did in 
ber taste and genius ^ and Clarinda, who 

had 
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had never seen her before, behdd her 
with fturprise and admiration, as her youth- 
ful appearance and lively manner were 
auch, that Clarinda could scarcely believe 
ghe was old enough to be Leopold's 
mother. This lady, with all the females 
of her party, were habited as Russian 
peasants, in blue satin jackets and white 
petticoats, their heads bound with muslia 
handkerchiefs, richly embroidered in.gold. 
Clarinda gazed at them, admiring their 
dressy without comprehending what cha« 
racter it was meant to represent» tili 
Albany reniarked to her> looking at them 
—** These Russian peasants are in their 
holiday suits ; indeed so fine they are, that 
one should imagine they are going to assist 
at some birthday gala, or to deliver a 
Petition at Court." 

Clarinda laughed^ and leaning on 
Albany's arm, they were borne forward 
among a crowd to the stairs, where the 
pressure hecame so great^ that Clarinda 
feit much alarmed, and it was with some 

difficulty 
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difficulty that Albany could prevail on 
her to proceed. As Clarinda*s fears in« 
creased with the throng, a feigned voice 
squeaked out — '^* Wbat, issuch agreat girl 
as you afraid, whensuch a baby as I am^ 
caa get on without my nurse ?" 

Clarinda turned her head, and beheld a 
soft of monster^ above six feet high, and 
large in proportion, in a white frock and 
leading strings. Sniiling at the ridiculous 
object, and bis more ridiculous behavioar, 
her attention was called ofF by a bailad« 
singer, who, applying bis mouth to her 
ear, sung in a soft melodious voice— 

** Lovely njrmph assnagp mine angaish," 

tili his music was drowned in clamouri 
and tbey reached the top of the stairs with 
great difficulty. 

The decorations were infinitely superior. 
to what Clarinda had ever seen before : 
but the Company were too numerous, and 
she had le^s pleasure than she expected. 

VOL. n. F Led 
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Led by Albany, sbe stroll^ round tive 

xooms, and no«i all tbose with wbom she 

was ac^uainted. Lady Letitia never 

^itted tbe arm <^ Leverton; whilst 

Leopold seetned restlei^s anduneasy,obUged 

in courtesy to be tbe galhint of Madame 

Sobowitski, the Polisb Udy, wbo was \i4th 

bis motber, and wbo, tbougb in the prime 

0f Ijfe, ard extremcly beatrtiful, had no 

intere&t M^itb bim, not being versed in tlie 

art of securitig bis attention, »or pos- 

sessed of the taste and talents of Ctartnda, 

xrbich, without that art, bad garned bis 

warntest admiration. 

The Russian peasants all attracted 

notice ; and the fair Fatimä had a crowd 

i' 
of sighing slaves, whilst* the Country 

IBumpkin amused himself at the expence 

of many a modern fair one, and hiä lövely 

Wood-nympb was in danger of being run 

away with. 

A mask^ in the character of a Spectre, 

followed her throngh all tlie rooms, and 

was particulafly troublesoiiie to her, whis- 

4 pering 
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pering hl her ear sratences that tnade her 
tivmble^ which did not escape tbe obsenr«* 
ation of Albany, and he eagerly enqi)h«d ' 
their purport; bat Clarinda decUned to 
gratify bis cnriosity, and the ghos^ dis- 
appeared. A figure in the character of a 
Mameliike Chief next addressed them, 
and told Clarinda that she had stolen bis 
hearty and he vould lay bis treasures and 
bis laureis at her feet, if she would f)y < 
"with bim to bis native land ; bat Clarinda 
gpily replied, she did not sigh for wealth 
or honour, but preferred her native woods 
with love and contentment ; and wbile the 
Mameluke still urged bis suit, Clarinda 
discovered, by bis voice and manner^ that 
he was a naval hero> whose wit and amiable 
snanners disttnguished and endeared bim 
48 mach in society, as bis valour and 
success had ranked bin], at an early age^' 
high among the mo&t brave and exalted: 
defenders of bis conntiy. 

As they were quitting the supper rooms, 
a tall mask; in the ofaaracter of an- 

F 3 Austrian 
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Austriansoldier, addressed Clarinda, telling 
her he loved a British girl above all others,: 
and was ready to sacrifice his life for her, 
]f called upon. Clarinda started as he 
pronounced these words; and seizing hold 
of Albany's arm, which/ she had just 
quitted, she begged him to try and dis- 
cover sorae of their Company, as she was 
tired of the motley multitude, and wished 
to hasten home,lest Sir William shouki be 
uneasy, asthere had been a severe contest 
just without the house between the livery 
servants and the populace, which she 
feared might be represented to Sir William 
so as to alarm him. Just as she had ex- 
pressed her anxiety on this subject to 
Albany, a female Fortune- telleraddressed 
them, foUowed by the Spectre who had 
before caused such emotion in Clarinda« 
The Fortune-teller, in an assumed voice, 
begged permission to look at (ylarinda's 
hand, which she granted ; and the pre* 
tended revealer of the book of Fate told 
her to beware of a lover, who expected 

800U 
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soon to receive a more end^ring title, as 
he was cruel» treacherous, and f>eijared. 
' Albany's arm shook, aod heexclaimed, 
enraged — ^* Is it indeed a woman ! eise 
I Bhould instantly punish such insolence ; 
for we must be known, and pursued thus 
by envy and maiice." 

The Fortune^ teller still lield Clarinda's 
band^ and repeating— ** Beware, beware!" 
she added, *^ avoid him as you would 
perdition!" and she instantly vanished^ 
and mixed with the crowd. 

Clarinda was silent, and Albany seemed 
much agitated, when they were relieved> 
froni a State equaliy distressing to both of 
them by I-,eopold Venacer^ who enquired 
if they bad lately seen Leverton and Lady 
Letitia, or hi^ mother ; the latter, indeed, 
he Said he believed had never been able to 
get.up^stairs, as be knew her borror at a 
crowd ; but he was surprised he could not 
find eitber of the former, though he had 
sought them through all the rooms. 
Albany nodded signiiicantly, an4 gravely 

f 3 assured 
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assured Leq>old he had seen them latdy. 
Clarioda and he then jotned ja an ün- 
successfui research, and then hastened 
down stairs, to endeavour to discover thc 
Marchioness, whoiri tbey fouild sitting in 
th^ window of a rootn below, rather out 
of humour, not chusing to venture into 
the crowdy and having lost sigbt of her 
sbn and niece at their first entrance, at 
Whose fbrgetfulness of her she vras dis* 
ple&sed* Leopold made many apologies 
to her ; she resumed her wonted smiles ; 
iaind a gentleman of Iheir party, who had 
remaified. beside the Marchioness from 
their first entranee, pointed out to them a 
party of Gipsies, who stood at the door 
of the room they were in, besitating^ 
whether they should enter. A tall young 
man of the party, however, seemed to 
deterniine them to venture iü, when 
pulling out of their wallets cold provisions 
and excellent wine, they seated tbcmselves 
joyously on the carpet, and began to 
legale themselves. Tlie tall youth, who 

seemed 
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scemed the leader of the part}% then pourcd 
Ottt a glaM of wine, and took the ving 
of a fowl upon a fork, and .asked tbe 
Marchioness tf she would partakc of Gip« 
uM iate^ whicJi she kughingly accepted $ 
and eniering into conversation with the 
Gipsy» she ditcoYcred him to be her oear 
lelation f Leopeld had dt aloog known 
him, amd that tbe party with him con* 
aisted of a young actresa, who was lifli 
mistress» with several professioaal ac* 
^piainM^Bce of liier'«. 

Lady Letitia and Leverton now Joiaed 
tbeniy breathless, declaring that tfaey had 
been long in search of them ; while the 
Gipsy y#«tb sbrewdiy ebserved that, 
iadeed, they seemed q«he fetigued» and 
pressed them td sit down, and partake of 
their «fütertainment. 

Tbis they deolined, observiiig the gm» 
yity assumed by tbe Marehionesa, and 
tiie siletice of Leopold, who was evidently 
«iick chagrined. They tberefoie acqu^ 
esced with the wish of the Marcbionessy 

f 4 to 
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to basten out öf that scene of confusion. 
Leopold then went with Leverton to 6nd 
the ladies of their party; and Mr. and 
Mrs, O'fijron, with their daughters^ met 
tbem as they were ascending the stäirs. 
The rest were not far behmd them ; and 
they were all eager to depart. The car« 
riages w«re called, and they haatened to 
their respective boinesj more fatigaed 
ithan delighted. 

Sir William had beard of the battle 
between the domestics and the popnlace, 
which had been greatly misrepresented, 
and made him rather uneasy, as it had 
been rumoured that two ladies had been 
qrushed to death in getting out of their 
carriage^ agentlemankilled in attenipting 
to punisb the insolence of ä coachman^ 
and another had bis scuU fractured by a 
fall from the balustrades of the stairs. He 
was therefore relieved from considerable 
anxiety M'hen ihformed what the disturb- 
ance had really been ; and was glad to 
feccive bis fair Wood-nymph again in 

safety. 
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safety, though concerned to observe that 
her countenance was unusuallj pale, and 
her spirits extremely depressed; in fac^ 
she had seldoni in her life feit so mach 
dejected. The secret whtch the masque« 
rade Spectre had whispered into her ear> 
had left a deep Impression on her spirits; 
and the warning voice of thc niysterious 
Fortune teller seemed so extraordinary, 
that she could notbanisb itfroni hernriiud. 

Amongst the nunierous acquaintance 
they had met at Boodle's, was Sidney 
Athol, in a black doniino, in Company 
with his gallant associate in victorious 
deeds, the mask in the character oF a 
Mameluke, who had been introduced by 
Captain Athol to the acquaintance of 
Clarinda, and was a great admirer of 
her. 

Pieasure now revelled nncontrouled. 

Claricida was hurried from one brilliant^ 

sceue of novelty to another; and at a 

y^/e at Ranelagh^ she again met the mys- 

terious warning yoice that had before 

F 5 reached 
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reached her ear at Boodle's. Biit tbe 
Spectre, whose voice sbe instantly recog- 
nisedy was metamorphosed into the figurq 
ef Time, with an hour-glass in one band, 
and a scy tbe in tbe otber. The Fortune- 
teuer ükjewise discovered herseif to Cla- 
rinda in tbe course of tbe evening^ babited 
as a Sorceress, witb a niagic wand in her 
band, wiih whicb sbe drew a circle round 
Albany, saying sbe was going to lay the 
evil spirit tbat threatened destruction ta 
the boly Sister who accompanied bim, 
alluding to the character tbat Clarinda 
appeared in, whicb was tbat of a Nun. 
Tlie Sorceress then whispered to Albany, 
who stood for a few moraents as if really 
Struck senseless by some invisiblc pawer; 
M'hen, endeavouring to rally bis scattered 
spirits, he laughed at the incident whicb 
had robbed Clarinda of all her spirits; 
ifud lea(iing her to the peffle, the inotley 
group were eagerly displayi ng the em- 
blems oftbeir good fortune, aud Clarinda 
obtained a gold cross, very suitable to 

her 
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her character, and which &he fasteaed to 
a cbain that waa suspended at lier bo3onu 

The sc€ne was kss tumultuous* thaa 
that at Boodle's; and had it not been for 
Time and tbe SorcercsSy with their mys* 
terious warniags, the hours would bave 
passed deltghtfuUy. 

They agam niet their- favourite Leo* 
poki with hift usual party; aud Lady 
Letitia seized Clarinda's handi declaring 
she was happy at beholding . her, 
loading her with caresses and flatteries, 
and iafoi'raing her» in a whisper, that 
Let)pold and bis mother wer« as cross as 
the teogs (a favourite expressioo of her's) ; 
adding that she saw her pouting cousin 
would not come to himaelf. tili ahe gave 
him the deail to eat—dL conclosion toa 
ej^traordinary for Clarindato understand; 
but hy which Lady Letitia meant that she 
must exercise her talent at tormenting, 
aud shew her power OTer th$ ynfortiinate 
L^pold^ to subdue bis lofty spirit, and 
redttce him to bend to her will. 

F 6 ** Wretched 
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" Wretclied slave of adepraved mindt** 
■whispered Albany to Clarinda, as they 
turned from the senseless and unfeeling 
Lady Letitia, of whom they saw nomore tili 
the dancing commenced, and they met 
her tripping it gaily down the joyous 
Äcene with l.eopold, who was confessedly . 
the finest dancef there; nor was Lady 
I^titta deßcient in that accomplishment^ ' 
the only one in which she excelled. 

Clarin<la, who was very fond of danc- 
ing, entered ioto the spirit of it with her 
whole heart ; and, as is natural to lively 
spirits in early youth, she forgot every 
thhig that had created uneasiness in her 
youth, until Lionel Ethelvvood joined the 
set she was in, and her vivacity immedi- 
ately vanished. His eyes were, as usual, 
iixed earnestly upon her, his loolcs fol* 
lowed her whichever way she turned; and 
when they met in the dance^ when his 
liands touched her's, when, in the figure, 
his arms encircled her waist, her heart 
tbiobbed, aud she was glad when Mrs. 

O'Bvron 
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O'Byron sent to express her wtsh that 
they would remember the aaxiety with 
Mrhich Sir William always watted thetr 
return, and that they had exceeded their 
usual tio^e considerably. 

On returning home, they found Sir 
William more reserved and thoughtful thaa 
they had ever observed him beforej and 
when Clarinda bade him a good night, 
and he enibraced her, as was his usual 
custom, a sigh escaped his breast, and a 
tear feil upou her cheek as he kissed it 
with the pure afFection of a fathen Cla- 
rinda pressed his band to her grateful 
heart, and feit alarmed lest any new cause 
of unhappiness had arisen, thougli she 
was fearful of expressing her anxiety, or 
making any enquiries. 
' Obliged to join in the continual pur- 
suits of the fashionable crowd around her, 
one scene of gaiety fullowed a not her so 
rapidly, that CUrindähad but little time 
for reäection. Yet, though hurried in- 
cessantty forward in tb^ giddy thron^ of . 

the 
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the votariea of Dissipatlon« there were* 
moments when sheofaserved Sir WilHam'$> 
tncreasing dejection wkh deep^ concern; 
and could she have been allowed» she 
would have experienced a mach higher 
gratification in devoting her hours to his 
Society, and endeavouring to amuse him^ 
than she ever found inthe parties, where 
she was often shocked and dhgusted. 

Wherevep she went, she was sure o£ 

naeeting Lady Letitia RoäsfieW, who cou- 

eealed her hatred of Clarinda under. tbe 

mask of an attention almost serviie; ajid 

while she seemed ready to kiss the dust 

beneath iier feet, she wished to utidermine 

her happinesS; and lessea her estimatioa 

iti every society whcre she appeared«. 

Amoug various stratagems to injure and 

dispreciate Clarinda, she had violently 

inflamed the jealousteinperof Albany, by 

prefessing to pity young Ethelwood^ 

whose passion for Clarinda was known by 

all their acquatntänce; and by making^ 

observations on the kind and compassi'- ^ 

onate 
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onate disposition of Clarinchi, ai>d the 
gentleness of her manner toward Lionel, 
sfae meant to insinuate that she secrelly 
encouraged h\s addresses; and succeeded 
in making Albany believe that the objcct 
of his passion was acting a double part, 
and artfully making a dape of him, to 
indulge her preference for another, and 
deceive Sir William. Success made her 
bold; and hersecret partiaüty for Albany 
caUed forth all her wicked inten tions; 
and having, by her wiles, got completely 
into his confidence, she scrupled not to 
point out to hjm the many dignified fair 
ones, who married only to be at liberty 
to follo\^ their ioclinations^ and indulge 
a preference for any particular object with 
security; and dectared that the blushing 
novice from Warbert Castle', was soo» 
metamorphosed i©to a complete modern 
fine lady. 

Jealousy and curiosity at firet openeft 
Albany's ear to the insidioiis and guileful 
whisper of this dangcrous Citce, who, 

without 
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without onc external charm,* or allurc- 
ment of talent or mann^rs^ succeeded 
in spieading dcstruction wherever &he 
came, by mere dint of unblushing vice 
and undaunted wrckeduess, that üke- 
wise stopped at noth'ing to aecomplish 
any purpose sbe had in v'iew. To triumph 
over an acknowledged beaiity, and to 
detach from her a man so universally 
favoured by the ladies as Albany, were 
objects worth pursuing, in ihe opinion of 
Ladj'^ Letitia, who, insensible to attach- 
ment, lived only to disturb the happines* 
of others ; and, like the arch deceiver 
when he beheld the First Pair blessed in 
Paradise in mutual love, she cnvied the 
biiss &he could never know, and wished 
to destroy what she was doomed nevef to 
experience. 

Her blandishments were not in vain ; 
herflatteries pleased his vanity, the aver- 
ston he Iiad so lately feit toward hef, 
vanished ; and, after being reconciled tö 
her Society, he became pleased \yith her 

evident 
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evident preference, and yielded to all her 
delusions. 

Tbechauge in Albany's behaviour was 
observed by all with whom he associated, 
except by her whom it most concerned; 
but bis interebt in her heart was not warm 
enough to make her watchful or suspi- 
cious; nor, little as she was proud of her 
charms^ could she be so utterly uncon» 
scious of them, as to iinagine it possible 
thät she could be neglected für such an 
object as Lady Letitia, whose history had 
been related to her by Albany, and whom 
he had so lately considered as a subject of 
abhorrence and contempt. 

But, though thus bome away by vanity 
and intrigue, amused by the folly of Lady 
Letitia, and proud. of mortifying Leopold^ 
who was cvery way superior to himself— 
though jealousy was excited in his bosom, 
and doubts even insinuated of Clarinda's 
purlty, yet still he feit the ppwef of her 
many perfections, still he ackiiowledged 
her beauty and her talents, and remaiQe4 

firm 



» 

firm in Jbis deterimnatte^ii <^ aaakkig Im 
his wife, even thöugh she shouki verify 
Ihe predictioQS (^ Lady Letitiai and follow 
t^e heatea path pursoed by m many o^ 
^€ vfrtartet of Fasbioiit 
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mi wva^y tKtU^os >ack h^ «teps. Sweet is tlie lp0)c of^ 
ßpmyyr ^ 9>^ ofi?nce in a heart determtned never to copimit 
itmorel Ctuel is the punishment which an ingi&nuoi;is mind 
will t9ke upQa itself in such a case." 

The depression of Sir WiUiam's spirita 
became each day more obvious ; and Cla-» 
Jinda was deeply aJBFected wiihout daring 
totn^nire the cause, wbich 8h^ secretly 

concluded 
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concloded wm fak disappoiatment vith 
respect to Miss Evelyn— 4i subject to^wliick 
flhe could not allude; but sho redoubledl 
her attenti(Hift to her Taloed benefactor^ 
and declined many invitations sent to 
her, as ahe began to apprebend that Sir 
William was in a declining state of health. 
Aboot a week previons to the day which 
iras named to give her hand to Albany^ 
as ahe was haatening to her own apart« 
ment, after leaving Sir William to enjoj 
his alternoon's nap, a servant gare her 
a letter ; on opening which, she read thc 
foUowing lines :~- 



*' Madam, 

'* If you priae your future 
happiness, delay the Performance of your 
engagement. The hand pledged to yo^^ 
belongs to another. Neglect not thi$ 

warnjiog — time will reveal more/* 



Tbcre 
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Thcrc was neither signature nor datc 
to the letter; the writing was unknown 
to her; she read it over and ovcr with a 
burning cheek, and a palpitating heart. 
She rang for the servant who delivered it 
to her, enquired who brpught it^ and was 
told a porter. She then M'ent to Mrs. 
O'Byron^' and tnade her acquainted with 
the alarming contents. 

Mrs. O'Byron was at first startied on 
perusing the letter; but» at length, after 
serious consideration, she gave her .opi« 
nion that it was the invention of some 
mischievous heart, who, perhap$>. .was 
interested to plant suspicion between her 
and Albany, and Interrupt the felicity 
that seemed in störe for them,. in which 
she wannly hoped the writer would be 
disappuiated. 

Clarinda then proposed to shew the 
letter to Sir William, to which Mrs. 
O'Byron offered no objection ; and Cia» 
rinda was soon after summoned to bis 
study, where he sent her word he wished 

to 
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to speak to her. Sbe fbllowed the mes- 
senger, with the anonymous letter in her 
hand ; and 9eating herseif by Sir William 's 
side, he said in a solemn tone, taking. 
one of her hands in his — 

^ ' My dear child, I have something to 
communicate to ybu, which I think you 
ought to knowy though painful to me to 
break to you. I have for some weeks 
been unhappy on yöur account; circum- 
stances are communicated . to me, that, 
if true, must materially aflFect your hap- 
piness — if false, pught in justice to be 
refuted." 

Clarinda trembled, and her eyes feil 
npon the letter, which she held half open 
in her band. 

Sir William proceeded — 

** Ori the night when you were at 

the jite at Ranelagh. I received by 

the pöst this note," giving a paper to 

Clarinda, which contained as foUows:«-«* 
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'' If Sir William Warbert 
Wishes to preserve from misery the beaat j 
and innocence Gomniitted by Provideace 
to bis protection^ kt him prevenl her 
iateuded union with a monster of perfidy^ 
wbosercal character time will unfold!'" 



Clarinda saw the same batid-writttig as 
in tbe letter she had just received to the 
same purpose; and Sir William, without 
waiting for her to speak, continued— 

** Though theselines made me tboughfr- 
ful and unhappy^ yet I always had such 
an abborrence and contempt for anomy- 
xnous information, Avbich seems to me 
like stabbjng in the dark, Ihat I could 
attach no credit to tbe danger it seemed 
to forebode, nor to the insinuations it con» 
tains against him you have considered as 

your 



youT destined hitöband. Deemifig it^ 
dierelbre^ a base and maltcicms febri«- 
cation, though it never recurred to my 
thoughtSi yA it made me uneasy ; bat I 
idetermined aever to reveal its contents, 
and should have heea stoady to this pnr- 
pose, had I not received several other 
aocounts since, Ihat make me doubtful 
what to conclode. " 

He then gare intp Clartnda's band a 
second letter, in the «anve haad-writiag, 
as foUoMrs:-^ 



** The writer grieves to find 
the former letter to Sir William Warbert 
disbelieved, and prepatations made tbr 
giv ing his lovely cbarge to a betsayer of 
the mo6t sacred trust. Let the marriage 
be deluyed for another month, and the 
autlior of this letter will be fully vindi^ 
cated/' 

"Tliough 
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" Though this letter dvvelt.continually 
on my mindy and tnade me very unhappy, 
I was still incredulous, and continued to 
attribute it to soxne enfnity against 
Albany^ or perhaps the device of somc 
rival, who is envious of his happiness la 
obtaining the promise of your band. Un- 
der this persuasion, I still resolved oa 
silence until this hoar, whea . this third 
letter has determiiied me to make you 
acquainted with these mysterious Commu- 
nications; the last of which contained 
thesc words: — 



'* The innocent must not 
be the victim of your incredulity, A 
tender consideration for the feeliugs of 
an unfortunate fellow-being, made the 
writer desirous of longer delayingthe dis- 
covery, which your refusing to attend to 
my former letters, now renders indispen- 
sablcj to secure the lovely Clarinda from 

the 
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ihe fate that threatens her. An enquiry 
at the house from whence thts letter is 
dated, will, it is presumed, justify the 
author. 1€ this is neglected, and the 
inarriage between Mr. O'Byron and Miss 
Warbert still persisted in, other measures 
to develop the truth, will speedily bc 
adopted." 



Clarinda sat fixed in amazement; and 
after siie had a llttle recovered herseif, 
she put into Sir William's band the lettcr 
she had just received in the same band- 
writing, adding that she had comnui- 
nicated the Contents to Mrs. O'Byron. 
Sir William expressed bis regret that she 
had done so, fearful that she might reveal 
it to her son, which he wished to avoid 
from many considerations, as he did to 
prevent any knowledge of Ihese letters 
reacbing the falber, whose native warni 
and ex'ceUent heart was accan>panied by 

YOL« II. G . aa 
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an impetuosity of temper very apt to 
kindle into violence. 

Conscious of this, Mrs. O'ßyron had 
been long accustomed to be o^her guard 
against hasty Communications to herhus- 
band, and cautiously concealed from bim 
tbe letter Clarinda had received, as she 
knew it would have caused him violent 
emotion, and in all probability have ex- 
tremely exasperated him. On conversing 
with Mrs. O'Byron on the subject of the 
letter she had received, and beingassured 
of her silence, she returned to Sir William, 
-who had charged her not to mention 
th^ Communications sent to him; and 
after much consultation, it was agreed 
upon to go together early the next niorn- 
insT« to the house described in the last 
Jetter. 

It was a fine frostv dav, and Sir Wii- 
liam set out with Clarinda as soon as 
they had breakfasted, telling Mr. and 
Mrs. O'Byron they intended to walk 
through Hyde Park ; from thence tbey 

cros^ed 
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crossed Kensington Gardens, and going 
out at the Bayswater Gate, soon reached 
the place where tbe direction was given— 
a retired and pleasant spot near Ken* 
sington • 

The house was in the superior cot- 
tage style, and the door was opened by a 
neat female servant. On Sir Wi]liam*s 
enquiry, as requested, for the mistress of 
the house, they were shewn into a pariour, 
where a lady, whose countenance imme- 
diately prepossessed theni in her favour, 
soon came to them. In person she was 
a fine woman; kindness of heart aud 
good humour beamed in her face; she 
seated herseif by Sir Williani's side, seemed 
rather embarrassed, nor were her visitors 
less so, when the door of the room 
opened, and a gcntlenian, about the mid« 
die age, with a benignant and intelligent 
aspect, entered, and they tbund he was 
the master of the hou$6. 
. He respectfully addressed Sir William, 
requesting to speak to him alone; and 

G 2 Sir 
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Sir William accompanied him to another 
^artm^Dt, while Clarinda äat agttated by 
expecUtion of some dreadful disclo&ure. 

As soon as the gentlemen had with* 
drawn, Mrs. Monson, the lady of the 
bouse^ began to ex piain to Clarinda the 
«ubject by whicb she was so miich inte« 
rested. She avowed herseif to be the 
writer of the letter which Clarinda had 
received on the preceding day; and frotn 
her accompanying Sir William thither, 
Mrs. Monson knew she must havebeen 
acquainted with the purport of the letters 
^ent to him. Concealments from her 
vould thefefore have been absurd ; and 
Mrs. Monson^ with great caution and 
delicacy, entered on the painful discovery. 
She cnquired, aftcr some prelude if Cla- 
rinda had not a short time before lost a 
friendy a y oung and beloved female friend, 
who had disappeared in a mysterious 
mannen 

Clarinda reflected a few moments be- 
fore she replied, when the image of her 
4 dear 
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dear and much-regretted Laura Mont^ 
albert rushed opon her mind, and »be told 
Mrs. Monson that »he bad indecd lost 
such a friend as sbe described^ in a man« 
ner as alarminc^as it was extraordinarv. 

.<< Be comfbrted then/' satd Mr». Mon* 
fiOn« pressing Clarinda's liand; *' you viU 
aee hetagain«** 

** ls9he all VC? Is the in safety^^ia 
happiness ?" asked Clarinda eagerly. 

'* She is alive, and in safety 1" retunied 
Mrs. MiHMOfft. ** De ccnnposedi dear 
Madam, and you will aoon behold her T' 

Clarinda assured her she would do every 
thing sbe requested; and while ertrotioa 
heaved her bosom, while her lips quivered^ 
and tears stood trembting in her eyes, sbe 
repeated-^ 

*' Yes, I will be €oiBposed-~I will obey 
you, that I may be allowed onöe xnore 
to see my beloved Laura, wbose guaidia» 
angel I supppse yoa to be!" 

Mrs. Monson was one of tfaose cba* 
racters who feel more than tbäy e;ftpress^ 

G 3 and 
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and are studious rather to conceal the benc«* 
volence and tenderness of their hearts, 
tlian to make an ostentatious display of 
those endearing and valuable qualities; 
for real nipral worth^ like genuine piety^ 
IS satisfied with the testimony of an ap- 
proving conscience, and shuns all vaia 
parade and loud professions, which ge- 
nerally dtstinguish those whose Claims 
to real excellence ace at best bat wcry 
trifling. 

Wishing toknow more respecting Laurai 
yet fearful to enquire^ Clariqdasatsilently 
revolving what she haä just been informed 
of, when Mrs. Monson again claimed her 
attentioui byasking if shedidnot remem- 
ber the Spectre and the Fortune-teller at 
Boodle's? and the masks of Time and 
the Sorceressj atilanelagh ? 

Clarinda started at the question, and 
replied she should never forget them, nor 
the words they uttered. 
. Mrs. Monson then continued— ** You 
discovered that the Spectre and Time were 

one 
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one person, and that was Mr. Monson, 
I personated tlie female cbaracters, whose 
predictions and conduct then appeared 
to yoii so mystcriöiis and extraordinary, 
We adopted that mode, wishing to warn 
)'ou against a being equally cruel and 
perjured, of whose baseness we were not 
then at liberty to rnake a füll discovery, 
and whose want of honour and principle, 
whose treachcrpus heart and fatal ly delud« 
ing tongue robbed you of the society of 
your once happy, innocent, and endeared • 
Laura, and plunged her in misery beyond 
my power to describe. This is the secret 
which prompted me to adopt langaage so 
severe, and so offensive to the object of 
my just abhorrence at the masquerade, 
when I warned you to avoid bim, and 
afterwards drew a circle round him with 
my wand, wishing I could subUuetheevil 
ßpirit by which he was possessed." 

** Hirn !-^is it he !— is it Albany 
O'Byron to whom you allude?" asked 

G 4 Clarmda^ 
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Clarind^ scarcely collected enough to 
make tlie enquiry. 

** It is he!" replied Mrs. Monaon ; 
*' but how shall I teil you allthe truth ?" 

*^ Dear Madam, delay not to inform 
me/' exclaimed Clarindai ' ' lest I imagin« 
worse than the reality." 

'^ That is Iiardly possible," observed 
Mrs. Monson. *^ I can form no idea of 
any thing worse than bis conduct to a 
lovely creature^ won by bis falte vows to 
confide her innocence and her life to his 
protection." 

^* And this loyely injured being— ~*' 
s^id Clarinda. 

^' Is that Laura, wbose loss you hav€ 
^ xnuch lamented/' said Mrs. Monson, 
' ' and wbose severe suiFerings and amiabl^ 
mind bave so much affected niy beart, and 
secured my sincere afFection ? " 

** Let US hasten to her, '' cried Clarinda, 
f ising from her seat. ^ ^ Cond uct me to her, 
Madam, that at least I may share her 

aorrows, if I cannot soften them !" 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. MoDSOQ again besought her to 
subdue her impatience, and cndeaTOur to 
calm her spirtts, as Laara was but just 
recovering ffom a dangerous illness, aml 
tlie käst alarm niight deprive her of Hfe. 
Cbirtnda promised sbe would be guided by 
Mrs. Moman's advicei and the genf lemen 
joined tbcm. Pale and tboughtfol^. Sir 
William seated himself beside darinda, 
understaiiding, by her couBtenance, that 
sbe was acquamted witb the mekncboly 
Story which had been communicated to 
bim by Mr. Monson. 

** Your anxiety is natoral/* said Mrs. 
Monson to Clarinda, whose eyes were 
fised on that lady with a beseecbiiig look ; 
*' but when I say that your friend's pre- 
sent State is too low and weak to allow of 
an immedlate interview, without danger 
to her, I am sure you will not wish any 
thing which mlght be fatal in its con* 
sequences." 

Clarinda bowed in acquiescence, aml 
Sir William silently arose. Mr. and Mrst 

G 5 , Monsoü 



130 TH£ S£CR£T OF 

Mooson entreated tl>ein to take some 
refreshment : but this they declined ; and 
promising soon to repeat thcir visit, tbey 
took leave of these excellcnt people, who 
had displayedagoodness truly uncommon 
in their conducttowards the unhappy and 
deluded l^ura, the tale of whose suiFer- 
ings had been minutely related by Mr. 
Monson to Sir William. 

Some months before^ Mr. and Mrs. 
Monson had an invitation to pass the 
Summer and autumn at the country seat 
of a family who were their particular 
friends ; and their circumstances not being 
afilucnt» they accepted the proposal of a 
lady to take their house during their 
absence. 

This lady, whose name was Forrester, 
was descended from a noble family, and 
connected with many of the first people 
in the kingdom; and having business 
\vhich required her presence in London 
for a short time, it was very desirable to 
her to obtaiu a residence so convenient, 

and 
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» 

and so well suited to her taste^ as that of 
Mr. Monson. 

Miss Forrester, who had chiefly resided 
with her mother in the country, was 
turned of thirty years of age, agreeable 
in her person, polished and interesting 
in her manners, with mach good sense, 
and a disposition that might be oalled 
angelic. Though she had passed the bloom 
of her days without having entered into 
the marriage State, it was not for want of 
many opportunities of so doing; but hav- 
ing been disappointed in an early attach- 
ment, she had resolved to remain Single 
for life. 

With this resolution,, Miss Forrester 
had for many years devotcd her days 
chiefly to retirement, and the mostexem- 
plary attention to her worthy aged mother, 
whose only unmarried child she was; and 
to settle some intricate äfFairs for whon), 
she was induced to visit London. 

Among the nuraerous friends and ac- 
quaintance of this kdy,. were Mr. Ethel- 

G 6 >v ood 
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wood and hisson ; the fodner of wliom^ it 
was Said, had made her a tender af his 
hand» after he hod been iinally rejected 
by Clarinda, but bad no better success in 
his suit to Miss Forcester^ wlio mildly 
repeated what she bad somany occasions 
of declaring before-^her determioation 
never to marry. Conv'^nced that she really 
had professed the same for many years,. 
Mr. Etbelwood's pride, extreme as it was, 
could not take alarm at her refusal of 
him; he tberefore continued to visit her 
on a friendly footing; and bis son was 
glad to avail himself of the same oppor- 
tunit}^ as he bad a high respect and 
esteem for Miss Forrester, and would have 
been g4ad to have secured so amiable a 
friend^ and so valuable an adviserj in the 
character of his father's wife. 

As this comfort was, bowever, denied 
him, all be could aspire to^ was to be ad« 
mitted as a visitor, to obtain her counsel, 
and be permitted to deposit many causes 
\of disquietude with her. He confided to 

this 
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Ulis lady his iinbappy pas$ioQ for Cla- 
rinda; and foUowed her advice in not 
persisting to vKsit at Sir William^s* But 
he departed from the path her friendly 
prudence had marked out for bim, wben 
he hannted every public place wbere he 
was likely to meet tbe object of his ten« 
derest affection, when be pursued her 
Steps, and watched in rilent anguish all 
her looks and actions. 

One eveningy as Miss Forrester was en* 
deavouring to convince Lionel of bis error 
in thus nourisbing a bopeless passion^ 
which preyed upon his peace of mind, 
and evidently made him wretched, he 
told her jt was not bis only cause of nur 
happtness^ as be bad undertaken the pro« 
Vision and protection of a most unfor* 
tunate youn^ creature; and thougb be 
was perfectly di&interested concerning ber^ 
yet he was not without apprebension that, 
sbould bis Support of her be known^ na 
credit would be given to tbe puiity of 
his intentions ; but it niigbt lessen bim in 

the 
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" thc opinion of his friends, and greatty 
enrage his falher, who always spoke of 
the errors of youhg men with extreme- 
severity. 

Miss Forrester shook her head, rather 
incredulous as to the boasted purity of 
Lioners niotives for undertaking to Sup- 
port a young woman ; but wishing to put 
his sincerity to the pFoof, she professed 
herseif much interested by what he had 
communicated, and seemed anxious to 
know more of the object of his compiise* 

rätton. 

Thus encouraged, Lionel revealed the 
whole truth : — that he had a short time 
before hired lodgings in London, and: 
had, by chance, discovered that tliere 
was in the same housea young lady under 
circumstances of themost pitiable distress ; 
that, on encjuiry, he understood she was 
deserted by her husband, who had hired 
the lodgings, that she was reduced to 
absolute want, and yet no persuasions 
could prevatl on her to point out any way 

by 
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by which her husband might be traced. 
Exasperated by what they termed her 
obstinacy, the people of the hause had 

added to her afflictions by the most se* 
verc reproaches and threats; and finally 
determined to turn her out of doors^ 
and detain every article of her appareL 
Unable to witness such complicated 
misery unmoved, Lionel had paid the 
debt she had incurred, and ordered bis 
servantto procure another lodgtng for 
ber, after quitting the house in disgust, 
where he had seen such inhumanrty 
practised toward au unhappy and unpro* 
tected feniale. From that time he had 
been her sole support, and never seen her 
but to give her the means requisite for 
that Support; andthbn had never remain* 
ed more than a few nfinutes at a traie, 
conscious that few would give him credit 
for providing for a young and very inte- 
resting woman, merely from compassion. 
That it was evident to bim that the 
native delicacy of the distressed lady 

fevolted 
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revohed against the acceptance of wliat 
lier haples» conditio« renclered necessary. 
He added, that bis feelingSi and a £ear of 
increasing her sorrovv^ bad prevented bis 
asking any qiiestions relative to hev bus- 
band ; bat that sbe once said, it wa» her 
firm belief that he must have been mur« 
dered, or met with some dreadfui disaster ; 
but that there were reasons that rendered 
it impossible for her then to trace the 
cause of bis absence, or oiake her Situa- 
tion known ; and, to sum up her misfor* 
tunes, »he was far advanced in a state of 
pregnancy, which placed poor Lionel in 
a most awkward Situation, and macle him 
doobly apprehensive lest any busy tongue, 
or unlucky ehaace, sbould discover to bis 
father the db^ct of bis humane attention, 
as it would not faii to be misrepresented 
to his disadvantage. 

Miss Forrester knew Lionel too well, to 
entertaitt a doubt of the truth of bis reia* 
tion. Sbe observed that he bad great cause 
for fear, and could not expect to find 

much 
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fnuch credit for a tale so extraordinary; 
but that if $he could assist to relieve bim 
from so embarrassing a Situation, sbe wad 
ready to exert her effovts to tbat effect, 
^ well as to serve, if possible, the inte- 
resting sufFerer. he had described. 

Lionel was oveijoyed at this offer; he 
Uessed the kindness of Miss Forresteri 
whose heart was ever open to the claims 
of humaaity, aod whose life was a series 
of beneficent deeds. 

With the utmost delicacy and cautioD^ 
an interview was brought about between 
Miss Forrester and her who owed so rnuch 
to LionePs bounteous heart« The y oatb^ 
the loveliness, and interesting manners of 
the siifferer powerfuliy affected her atni« 
able visitor, whose kind and sympatbiziog 
nature secured gtatitude and eonfidesce; 
and she found that tbe hapte^s Laura ha4 
been betrayed under the most solenui 
vows of love and boaour. 

The particulars ^ of her story entrusted 
to Miss Forrester» were wi^ely co^cealed 

from 
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from Lionel, as bis ardent temper, and 
abhorrence of perfidy, migbt, she waft 
apprehensive» bave involved bim in a 
quarrel with the author of Laura's de- 
struction, bad be been acquainted ivith 
tbe name of ber seducer. 

After being prevailed on by Miss For-« 
rester to remove to ber peaceful abode, 
Laura soon became tbe motber of a beaa- 
tiful boy; and ber tenderness for tbis 
endearing object redoubled her anxietjr 
about bis fatber, as sbe continued to assert 
tbat be inust bave met some suddea 
deatb: — a stranger to treacbery bcrself, 
and incapable of believing it could exist 
in the bosoni of bim sbe loved. 

Tbe fact was, Albany would not so 
suddenly bave abandoned her ; but tbe 
iliness wbich seized b»m with such vio- 
lence, when be was informed tliat Cla- 
rinda wished to decline bis addresses^ by 
depriving bim of bis reason for a time, 
was tbe cause of suspending bis visits to 
Laura : and after bis senses were restored, 

he 
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he had no mcans of sending to her, as 
he could not venture to entrust any per« 
son with the secret he had so carefuHy 
guarded. 

Thus circumstanced, and tremblitig at 
the bare apprehension of diicovery, a 
considerable time elapsed^ and the melan- 
choly . Impression of what Laura must 
be enduring, dwelt heavily upon hb 
thoughts, tili he was able to go where he 
had placed her, not doubting but he 
should still find her there. His astouish«' 
ment was therefore extreme, when the 
people of the house informed him she 
was gone they knew not whither, wisely 
concealing whatever could tend to expose 
their brutal conduct; but making some 
observations on her accepting favours 
from a gentleman, whose name they de- 
clared was unknown to them — a falsehöod, 
asserted, lest, by tracing Ethelwood, Al- 
bany should discover their cruel treatment 
of her they »upposed to be his wife. Pay- 
ing, after he had heai*d this base fabrica* 

tion» 
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ti(Hi, an iniquitotts. bill, wliich they pre** 
tended the lady owed^ and bad gone off 
Without dischargingy Albany concluded 
that Laura hatl certainly listened to a pro- 
posal from some personi unknown, whicb, 
bowever stränge itseemed, from bi&knour* 
ledge of Laura*8 disposition, and tender 
attachment to bim, was yet establisbed 
in bis mind as an indisputable fact, by 
tbe united testimony of all tbose in tbe 
bouse wbere be bad placed her, wbose 
general cbaracter was that of being, in the 
vulgär phrase, mighty good sort of peo« 
ple, and wbo he could not suppose were 
at all interested in wrooging her; — on the 
contrary, it was natural to conclude^ a^ 
ber husband, tbey might have expected a 
reward for espousing^ ber cause, and afibrd- 
ing ber protection^ whicb, tbey assured 
bim, it was their earnest wish to have 
done, could tbey have prevailed ön ber to 
continue with them. 

Willingly yielding to an ill optnion of 
Laura's conduct, he as readily adopted it 

to 
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io the convenieot purpose of self-justifi« 
cation; and he concluded he was very 
exciMabie for having taken a little advan« 
tage of a womatii who» he rested satisfied, 
was so ill inclined. Thus, at peace with 
himself, he ceased to think of Laura; and 
wholly occupied with Clarinda, he banish* 
ed from his tnind every recoUection at 
variaace with the prospect of opentng 
felicity with the fair maid of the Castle^ 
and the relish for present amusement, in 
the scenes of pleasure which London 
afforded. 

A short time after the birth of Laura s 
Infant, Miss Forrester ventured to unde- 
oeive her as to her belief that not hing but 
death could have deprived her of the 
ahtction and presence of Albany;'and 
she was given to understanci, by degreesj 
that he was not only living, but revelling 
in every pleasure. Miss Forrester madc 
this coTTiniunication to her both with re- 
luctance andcaution, as truths absokitely 
necessary for Laura to know, to shew her 

the 
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the real character of him ia whom she 
had $o fatally trusted, and to induceher 
to insist, at least, on a provision for her ^ 
child, But instead of producing this 
effect, the Information only served ta 
agonize her sou);- and she declared, in tbe 
violence of grief, and bitterness of just 
resentnient, that neither herseif nor in- 
fent should ever reeeive support from a 
man who had broke the most solemn en* 
gagements to her, had rewarded her un- 
utterable affection by planting incurable 
anguish in her heai t» and doomed her 
future days to shame and sorrov^. 

Fixed in this deternjiriation, she re- 
solved to exert her talents and her indus- 
try, to provide for herseif and child; and 
tliough basely robbed of innocence and 
fame, she yet despaired not of being 
euabled to preserve the virtue of her 
heart, and the purity of her manners. 

Encüuraged by Miss Forrejrter in these 
laudable resolutions, she was assured of 
every future , asßjötancc in that lady's 

power, 
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power» to whom she opened her whole 

heart, and related ^' by wbat deep arts 

and intricate crooked ways" Albany had 

availed himself of her se'cret attachment 

to him. Finding herseif in a Situation 

Avhich would not long admit of conceal- 

ment, her horror was inexpressibie when 

Sidney Athol caine to claini herpromised 

•band ; and as Albany was equally in dread 

of exposure, he had prevailed on her to 

elope on the night when she disapptared 

so mysteriously from Ciaverton Hall. 

The profound dissimulation with which 
every thing relative to her elopement was 
conducted by Albany, prevcnted the 
shadow of suspicion from falling on him, 
as he remained at the Hall, app^rently 
joining in the pursuits after Laura, and 
all the efforts to discover wbat was be- 
comeofher; whilst, in fact, allhisendea- 
vours were directed to pfevent that dis» 
covery, by leading the attention Oi those 
most interested, to pursuirs that be well 
knew would be of no ävail, 

On 
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On her qultting the Hall at his earnest 
tfnportunity, and proceeding in a stage- 
coach to London, disguised as a peasant 
girl, he assured her, by every thing sacred, 
that as sooti as he could find a plausible 
exciise to visit London, he would niake 
her his wife. He then directed her, on 
her arrival in t6wn, ta resume her usual 
dresfl, and to go to ihe house of a trades- 
vornan of the first class, whom he named, 
and who would, he was sure, provide her 
with genteel lodgings, without any demur, 
if she found Laura was well siipplied with 
money, which he took care should be the 
case. 

There he advised her to remain quietly, 
under a feigned name ; saying she was 
privately nmiTied, and waited the arrival 
of her husbatid. 

Pursuing the plan he had niarked out, 
Laura procured admission into a respect- 
able house, as a lo'dgcr, tili Albany ap- 
peared ; when, from an appreheiision of 
their being traced, he removed her to-a 

more 
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more retirecl part of Lonckm, and hired 
apaitments, uiider a feignüd name, as maa 
and wife, in the house, where the bnma« 
ii9ty of Lionel Ethelwood Ibnnd her, and 
rescued her from insuk and erudty, in 
addition to all the bitterness of her ether«* 
wise pitiable and wretched State. 

As the business which bronght Miss 
Forrester to London was arranged, her 
duty and attention to a worthy mother 
rendered a longer absence from home 
incompatible with her filial affection, and 
the many otber Claims upon her; she 
therefore rejoiced when the return of Mr, 
aiid Mrs. Monson secured another pro«* 
tection for the unbappy Laura, whose 
history sfa£ confided tothat wortby.pair^ 
assured bpth of their inviolable secrecy 
where required^ and the unconimon good« 
neos of their hearts» Resolviag to exert 
ber utmost power to serve Laura, and 
feeling the propriety of concealing her 
error from the generality of minds, Miss 
Forrester bade her an aifectionate adieQ,^ 

TOL. II, H tenderly 
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tenderly exhorting her to call forth her 
utmost fortitude to struggle with präsent 
sorrowSy and encouraging.her to höpe 
yet for peace of mind, and eontentirient 
in the society of the virtuous and re- 
spectable. 

The grateful attachment which Laura 
bore to Miss Forrester^ was such as made 
her deeply regret the deprivat ion of her 
presence; and weeping in the bosom of 
her friend and benefactress, she promised 
to reinemberall her kindness andcounsel> 
and they parted mutually aiFected. 

The consoling attention of Mrs. Mon« 
son made her some ainends for the absence 
of her beloved Miss Forrester, who, with 
the möst considerate regard to all Laura's 
feelings, had placed her as a boarder in 
that family, as a means of rendering her 
more at ease, and preventiug her being de- 
pr-essed by the sometimes painful sense of 
obligations too widely extended. Ano- 
ther reason for Miss Forrester's taking this 
precaution to enbure the comfort of Laura» 

. " ' was 
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was her knowledge of the insufficiency of 
Mr. and Mrs. Monson's fortune, to act 
as the warm benevolence of their hearts 
pronipted. 

Thus fixed under a safe and respectable 
protection, Laura was secured from imme- 
diäte danger^ though she could not be 
relieved from the pangs inflicted by abused 
affection. The secret auguish of her still 
fondly attached heart preyed upon her 
bealth ; and though she uttered no com- 
pläint, she wept incessantly when she 
could withdraw from the Society of Mr. 
and Mrs. Mqnson, and was shut up in her 
Chamber with her lovely infant, over 
whom she poured out prayers for its pre*- 
servation. 

The child improved in health and beauty 
hourly; butth^ill-fated motber languish« 
ed in health, and drooped in spirits^ and 
Mr. and Mrs. Monson became seriously 
alarmed by the change they observcd in 
her, when^ one morning) taking up a 
newspaper, which lay on the breakfast-;, 
table, she saw the foUowing paragraph:-« 

»2 '* It 
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" It is universally believed in the gay 
circles of fashioo, tliat a matrimomal 
Union will very sboitly takc place between. 
the ouly son of the Right Uonourable 
Arthur O'Byroo^ and the beautiful adopt- 
ed daughter of Sir William Warbert, who 
is now the object of general adoiiratlou ia 
the great world." 



Laura could not repress her emotions ; 
she shrieked inagony; and Mrs. Monson 
entering the room, alarmed at hearing 
the voice, she found her extended on the. 
sofa, weeping passionately on the bosom 
of her unconscious infant. Enquiring of 
Laura the cause of her extreme distress» 
she pointed to the paper, which Mrs. 
Monson taking up, she wasno longer at a 
loss to account for the emotion excited 
by it 

4 Her 



Ui^ eniieftvourfi to sooth Laura were 
not altogether inefTectual ; tb^ violenoe of 
her grief yiekled to tlie mild voice of 
friendship, good sense, and piety; and 
resignation apparently took possession of 
her mind, pr rather she yiekled to the 
fate that was inevitable, «ad boii^ td 
the affliction that preyed upon her lifei 

In consequence of the account in the 
papers of the expected marriage between 
Albanyand Clarinda, Mr. and Mrs. Mon« 
aeo liaving lieard of tbe amiable character 
of the latter, feit it an act of moral duty 
to preveotf if possible, the union of <so 
pure and perfect a mitid witli one so p<^* 
luted foy ä crime of the deepest die — the 
ruin of a young and lovely wonian, whoae 
«osnspecting love coufided her happinesa 
to him, 

. Thu^ impressed, tbey had adopted the 
measures already described, thinking no 
evil equal to that which tbreatened the 
in^oceut Clarinda, «in a marriage with a 
character so loitö to every aentiment of^ 

H 3 honour, 
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hotlour, or any sense of humantty. They 
ivete more confirtned in thts opinioDi by 
an additional prooF of Albany's grcat 
depravity, which chance made them ac- 
quainted with. 

Not far distant from the house of Mr* 
Monson was a retired cottage, neatly fitted 
up as the Sunday retreat of a woman in 
business in London, and who was employed 
by Lady Lctitia Rossfield, and of course 
recommended by her to many valuabte 
customers. This woman, devoid of prin- 
ciple, and M'ith a strict eye to interest, 
scrupled at nothing to promote that end, 
and was the pliant tool of Lady Letitta*s 
depraved inclinations. At her convenient 
cottage, Leverton had been admitted to 
xnany a private Conference ; and thithcr 
she was one day driving in the curricle o( 
Albany, when passing the door of Mr. 
Monson, Laura beheld her seducer, and 
in him Mrs. Monson recognised the 
gallant, whose meetings at the mantua- 
maker's cottage with Lady Letitia (both 

of 
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of whom were unknown there) had excited 
much tattle around the inquisitive neigh- 
bourhood ; and the servant-maid at the 
cottage had often expressed to tliat of 
Mr. Monson her surprise, that such a 
beautiful gentlemaiii as she ternied Albany, 
should be in love with such a frightfui 
Lady. 

This circuQistance increased Mr. and 
Mrs. Monson 's abhorrenceof Albany, and 
th^ir concern for the dreadful fate that 
threatened the charming unsuspicious 
Clarinda, in the intended union with hiixi, 
incapable as such a depraved mind niust be 
of valuing excellence, or experiencing 
love or respect for uncommon merit and 
exalted virtue. 

Their generous efforts to save Clarinda 
froni a fate so dreadful — ^a marriage that 
could not fall to iuvolve her in lastinsr 
misery, were happily successful j and a 
few days after the discovery of Laura, 
Sir William agaiu conducted Clarinda to 

H 4 the 
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the house of those who had rescoed her 
irom so dreadful a lot. 

From the day when Laura had ueen 

Albany \^th Lady Letitia Rossfiekl^ bIx 

had been confined to her room by severe 

Indisposition, and many fears^liad beett 

'cntertained of her recovery ; n«r woukl 

any thingbut the belief that themarriage 

, of Clarinda was speedily to take place, 

have prerailed on Mrs. MonMci a4: tfaat 

timc to unveil the mystery of Laura's 

Situation, wishing to defer it, in the hupe 

that her health would, m a short timie, be 

rcstorcd. 

After Laura was infortned by Mrs, 
Monson that Sir William and Clariadar 
had been made acquainted with Aibaoy's 
baseness, and had been at thetr houae, the 
hours passed anxiously with her tili they 
rq)eated their visit; and having, by many 
etitreaties, and promises of beingcollected 
in mind, obtained from Mrs. Monson an 
assurance that her fair friend sbould 

be^ 
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he admitted to IiH-, she watched for 
tbe appearance -of Clarinda witk the 
utmost solicitucle; aocl Mrs. Monsom 
jiidged that tlie dlsappointraent migbt 
afFect her more than the meeting could 
do, and kDOwing the anxietyof Clarinda 
to be equal to that of the poor invalid, 
she was with muck precaution conducted 
to her qhamber. 

Laura was propped up in an arnKhairi 
with a white pellsse thrown over her night- 
clothesy when Clarinda was led into the 
room by Mrs. Monson • Pale as sculpture, 
I^ura stretched out her arms in silence, 
and Clarinda embraced her with tears of 
the most tcnder aflection. Laura could 
neither speak nor '.veep ; but her heart was 
diitended almost to bufsting, and it was 
long before she was sufficientjy composed 
to enqifire for Sir William. Mrs. Monson 
had very properly had the Infant kept in 
an adjoiningapartment, with anurse, that 
was obliged to be procured for it> in con- 
sequence of Laura's illness, as Mrs. 

H 3 Monsoa 
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MoDSon concluded that the sight of it 
inight cause too much emotion both to 
Laura and her fair visitoFi at their first 
intervieWi after so mournful a separat ioDi 
and so many afflicting events. 

The deathlike aspect and emaciated. 
form of the solately blooming and sprightly 
Laura, afFected Clarinda powerfülly. 

*' Alas!'* thought she, as she gazed 
mournfuUy at her, ** tlie days of her 
sorrow will surely be but few ; she seems 
lüoking forward to that region of peace, 
wheje, no doubt, her error will find pardon, 
and her soul repose." 

The interview was a melanclioly onc ; 
but when Clarinda departed, she endea- 
voured toassume an appearance of cheer- 
fulness; and kissing Laura's wasted cheek, 
she tenderly assured her that she should 
not fall to visit her every day, and hoped 
soon to sce her health amend.^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 



** Even-handed Justice 
" Retumt the ingredient» of bis potsonM chalice 
*1 To bU own Ups." 

ScARCELYhad Sir Williamand Clarinda 
quittedthe houseof Mr. Monson, wben a 
coach and four drove up to the door, and 
an elderly gentleman requested to speak to 
the master of the house. As Mr. Monson 
was a literary man of considerable cele- 
brity, his acquaintance was extensive, and 
his visitors among men of high estimation 
in Society were numerous, and the strauger 
w^s wltliout ceremony admitted* He 

II 6 had 



• 



I 
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had no sooner seated himself, than he 
informed Mr. Monson that he. was brought 
there by some intelligence peculiarly dis- 
tressing to him, and he thought not very 
creditable to Mr. Monson, who changed 
colour at those words, as he possessed an 
elevated spirit, and a nicesenseof honour. 
The stranger then proceeded to enquire if 
a young lady was not placed as a boarder 
in that family. To this question Mr. 
Monson replied there was; buthespoke 
with a degree of hesitation and tremor, 
which confirmed his visitant in the un- 
favourable impressions he had previously 
received. 

** That lady," said the latter, in a voice 
trembling .with anger, ** has alluredmy 
only son into an infamous connection ; 
and they have conspired, no doubt, to 
deeeive you, who, as a man of good cha- 
racter, could not otherwise have admitted 
so depraved a being under your foof." 

Mr. Monson's colour heightened, and 
with a look of mingled indignation and 

concerui 
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coucern» lie said calmly— '* Wc distin- 
guiah between depravity and misfortune, 
between vice and frailty !'* 

** Aad do you avowedly harbour a 
deluding wöoian, who has niade a prey of 
an uDguarded yontb, and planted anguish 
io a parent's beart ?'^ Mr. Ethelwood 
warnily demanded. 

** There is no sudi female bere, Sir,'* 
Mr. Monson said» ratber incensed ; ^' but 
there undoubtedly is one basely led astray 
by treacberous arts> and wbo, wben de- 
prired of every protection^ support, and 
comfort, was rescued by the pitying band 
of your exemplary son froni tbe utter 
destruction that tbreatened her^ and was 
first placed bere by a lady, wbose name 
and known excellence will remove every 
suspicion from your mind." 

Mr. Etbelwood looked fiercely on Mr. 
Monson, and sbook bis bead in baugbty 
incredulity. He tbeu arose, saying^ be was 
not tu be deceived by such inventions, if 
Mr. Monson was; and bad sufficient 
proof of bis son's folly and infatuation^ 

from 
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from his confidential servant, who knev 
thc whole Story, and how grossly the good* 
nature of the amiable Miss Forrester had 
been iniposed upon. — Though almost ex- 
asperated beyond bis power of endurance, 
yet Mr. Monson bridled his Indignation, 
out of regard to the wrongcd parties, not 
doubting but the truth would be soau 
made evident ; and requesting Mr. Ethel- 
wood's permission to send him a fulJer 
explanation in writing, than at tbat time 
he seemed prepared toattend to, the only 
answer he received was a cold and distant 
bow, and rushing out of the house, lie 
threw himself into his carriage. 

Extremely disconcerted, Mr. Monson 
hastened to communicate this unpleasing 
occurrence to the sensible and worthy 
partner of his üfe, who advised him to be 
passive on the subject, and to allow her 
immediately to write an account tb Miss 
Forrester of all that had happened. Mr. 
Monson approved of this measure ; but 
before his Latly could put it in practi€e, 

young 
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young Ethelwood appearecl in the utmost 

grief and agitation. lie had met bis 

father, been informed by him of bis Visit 

to Mn Monson, and experienced the 

utmost violence of bis rage, wbrch refused 

to listen to reason, and vowed never to 

acknowledge bim as a son again. Deeply 

afFected, Lionel came tö entreat Mr. and 

Mrs. Monson to conceal tbose distressing 

events from tbe unfortunate Laura, whosc 

death be feared was fast approaching, and 

migbt be bastened, if sbe knew that her 

benefactor was so materially aflFected by 

the evils attendant on her cruel destiny, 

On the. foUowing morning, when Sir 

William and Clarrnda came to pay their 

promised visit, the former was informed by 

Mr. Monson of the visit he had receiv^d 

from Mr. Ethelwood, and of tJie violence 

of bis conduct towards bis son, whicli he 

hoped to do away, by undertaki'ng the 

arduous task of attempting to undeceive 

that gentleman. Wrth this determination, 

he delaycd not to visit Port man Square, 

where 
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where thc toxvn residence of Mr, Ethel- 
wood was; and obtaining admission ta 
him, Sir William reveated the whole story 
of Laura'« Situation, and pledged bis ho- 
nour for tlie trutb of the relation, and 
thefaultless — nay, highly honourable con» 
duct of a son so truly estimable« 

To such a testimony Mr. Ethelwood 
conld not possibly refuse his belief ; yet 
it was yielded gloomfly, and a suUen air 
of discontent dwelt upon his featutes, tili 
informed by Sir William that the disco- 
yery of Albany's base conduct Arould 
necessarily prevent hts intended marriage 
with Clarinda. Oa receiving this infor- 
mation, Mr» Etbelwood's countenance 
cleared up ; he shook Sir William cordially 
by the handat parting, and thanked him 
for the gemerous interest he had takea ia 
the justification of his son, and conse« 
quently for the happin^s afforded to him- 
seif, by being able to restore him to bis 
favourand confidence. 

Highly 



Highly delighted with bis mccew, Str 
William again drove to Mr. MoMoa's 
hmise» to commusicate tbe acoount of k; 
and bavingleft Clarinda there, hereturned 
to »dinner with her, bappy in tbe belief 
of faaviflg done good. 

Tbe sttbject ncmr «gitated betwieen Sir 
ÜFilKafn «nd Clarinda, was baw to break 
to AJbany tbe discovery tbey had «ladei 
wbicb eould no longer be delay^, as it 
was then within three days of tbe time 
Hamed fbr their union. After tbey had 
debated this matter, and Sir WUiiam had 
resolved to make tbe disclosure to Mr. 
ü'Byron, as he was going in search of 
tbat gentkmaa, sbrieks of distress echoed 
tiirougb tbe hoosc; and a servaat «nter- 
ing hastily, infbrmed Sir WiUia« tbat bis 
young master was killed in *a diiel, and 
that tbe news had been suddenly com« 
municated to tbe female part of tbefamily, 
by Albany's valet, wbo, in bis alaroi, 
bad forgot all preca:ution. £xtreniely 
shocked, Sir William flew to the dtstressed 

parents, 
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parentSy and le.arned that Albany liad 
fallen in ao^iFray; but of what nature, or 
with whöm, they were still in ignorance, 
a8 all bis servant said, was tbat his master 
was killed in a duel, and lay at a house near 
the spot where theaction had taken place, 
which having named, he rushed out of 
the house, and Mr. O'Byron besought Sir 
William to accompany him to the place 
describecf, which was instantly complied. 
with. 

On reaching the fatal spot, the dis- 
tracted father found the inteUigence they 
had received, was too true. Albany was 
a corpse! — and they were informed that 
the-person with whom he had fought, was 
Sidncy AthoH Not doubting but that 
the fatal story respecting Laura had reach- 
ed the ears of Athol, and led to this fatal 
eatastrophe, Sir William wished to prevent 
any farther enquiry, when a gentleman 
present informed Mr, O'Byron that the 
quarrel had originated in a dispute about 

Lady Letitia Kossfield. The fact was» 

Lady 
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Lady Letitiä^ who had a knack at con- 
venient inventions to conceal her mis* 
conduct from her relations, had related 
to a female confidant a story of being 
haunted by an apparition who sightly 
visited berchamber, assefting (while her 
partiality for her el^;ant cousin lasted), 
tbat he was a tall beautiful youth» with 
black cropped hair. 

• After she entertained a penchant for 
Albany, she told her female friend that 
the spectre that haunted her, had assumed 
quite ä different fornii being less band«* 
some, buty in her opinion» more interest- 
nigy with blue eyes and fair hair. This 
Story was firmly believed by the servants 
of Leopold's mother, who whispered to 
one another that poor Lady Letitia was 
certainly haunted, as they had seen spirits 
all in white, gliding in and ont of her 
apartment« 

The young girl to whom Lady Letitia 
related this wonderful secret, was happy 
at circulating any thing marvellous; and 

having 



hartng a lover aniong Atbany's acquaint* 
ance, the story ef the ghoat was repeated 
an the evening preceding the duel in a 
convivtal party, aoiong whom were the 
ktter and Sidney Athol. 

Albany» who despised Lady Ldtitia ia 
bis faeart, tiioiigh he had becA the dupe 
of her damgerous wiles, laughed heartiiy 
at her expence, when he heard of her 
asserting die was haunted ; and indulged 
himself in midi severe ridicnle about her, 
üact Athol thoi^t it was neitber manlyi 
»or galknt to give such seope to Jus wit, 
to the pi^udice of any lady, eqpeciaUy. 
ome towand whom hts condoct was knowo« 
to have bee« very particular, ' Atltol 
tiierefore frankly told him that bis laugh«> 
ter was inexcUsable, and the bJiterness pß 
his sarcasois crueL Though much net*^ 
tied, Albaoy seemed to struggle a long 
time with bis anger ; tili Athol alluding. 
to Clarinda, and wondering any man 
could for a moment relax in ^tention to 
an öbject whom all mast admire, for one 

that 
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that he himself seemed to despise, as was 
evident by the liberties he had taken with 
her name, Albany took fire, high words 
ensuedy thecompany interfered co prevent 
present mischief, but a meeting was ap^ 
pointed for the next morning, and the 
sword of justice pierced Albany's heart, 
aimed by the man iurhom he had robbed 
of what he Talued most on earth. 

AUhough Sir William experienced a 
momentary satisfaction at £nding that 
Laura's story was not the cause of this 
melancholy event, but thair Athol' was 
still unacquainted with it, yet he could 
not but trace the awful band of retribu-* 
tton, which had directed a just punish-^ 
ment to the betrayer of innocence, from 
Captain Athol, who, though ignorant of 
his perfidy, had suffered severcly from 
its consequeuces. 

To describe theaffliction occasioned by 
Albauy's death, wouid be no easy task^ 
Mrs. O'Byron sunk under the heavy 

blow;^ 
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blow; and her distressed family, who 
watched over her with the tendereat soll- 
citude, could not turn aside the arrow 
which oiaternal sorrow aimed at her life ; 
and she expired within a week after AL- 
bany was committed to theearth, without 
ever knowing of his conduct toward her 
once beloved Laura, or any thing relative 
to the discorery of that unhappy girl, 
whom Chance made acquainted with the 
fate of her seducer, and who received the 
ne WS as a solemn exhortation to prepare 
to foUow him. 

Though Captain Athol had been forced 
from the spot where the duel took place, 
by his friends, yet no persuasions could 
prevail on him to adopt the nieasures ne- 
cessary for concealnient ; and at last he 
yielded himself up into the hands of 
justice. 

Some weeks elapsed before Mr. O'By- 
iron's extreme grief had sufficiently sub- 
sided, to think of any plan for thefuture. 
At length he listened to the advice of Sir 

William, 
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William, who besought him, with l}\$ 
daughters, to accompany Clariada and 
himself to the Castle, well knowing 
that a return at that time to Cla- 
verton Hall would but renew all their 
afflrction. 

The trialof Sidney Athol came on be- 
fore Sir William and bis friends left 
London. Athol was acquitted by bis 
country ; but bis' heart still reproached 
bim severely for baving incensed Albany 
as be bad done, about a woman so utterly 
wortbless as Lady Letitia Kossfield, who, 
having lost all influence overher so long^ 
infatuated cousin by her excesses, and 
being exposed to bis family, and conse- 
quently discarded by it, was deserted by 
all who had ever caressed her, aujd obliged 
to fly to a sister kingdom, with a Ipst 
cbaracter, and a mind equally debased 
and MTCtched, to throw herseif upon the 
bounty of those relatives, whose ofFers of 
protection slie had before despised, and 

under 



\ 
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under whosc care, aided by her ovm good 
sense and cotrect^d conduct, her sister 
Etnilv bad married an honourable and 
deserving man, descended from a noble 
fkmtly, and master of a hand^me 
fortune. 

Mr. Ethdwood, who, though well 
skilled in the art of keeping hi* öwn 
secrets, had ever been very negligent of 
those of others, and was always« a 
rigid censurer of the feults of the ri^ing 
generation, ^vas loud in bis express- 
ions of horror and Indignation against 
the conduet of Albany, which his unjust 
resentment against the excellent Lionel 
had made Sir William ffeel it neeessary to 
explatn, and which Mr. Ethelwood made 
no scruple of repcating not only to bis- 
sen, but to Sidney Athol, who, after 
that discovery, could- scarcely regret 
tliat he had punished such fatal treachery, 
Without being acquainted with its exist« 
ence. 

AthoFs 
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Athors aiFection for Laura bad never 
experienced the smallest diminution ; and 
tbc severity of her destiny seemed to in- 
crease tbat genuine and fervent love in 
bis truty generous niind. Willingly would 
Athol^ under the strong itifluence of thät 
nnconquerable attacbnient, bave tbrown 
himself at Laura's feet, and tbought bim- 
seif blessed in becomihg tbe lawful pro- 
tector of ber, and conseqüently of ber 
cfaild. But tbe voiee of Fate opposed bis 
wisbes ; Laura could not listen to bis pro« 
posals; and bad it been in ber power to 
subdue ber just objections, ber fast* 
declining beattb would bave been an in- 
surmountable barrier to sucb an union» 
wbicb was as impossibte on tbat ac- 
count, as it was irreconcileable to ber 
feelings from ntimerous considerations — 
and, amongst others, the secret pangs of 
- incurable attachment which &he bore to 
the memory of Albany, who had been 
from early cbildhood the object of her 
VOL. II. 1 beart's 
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beaH*8 profeieiKie, and was tte fitisuev of- 
her iof^xit. These imi^ressions w€se toa 
deQp to admit tbe most diatant idea o£ her 
^ver uDitiiig herseif with. Atbol, good and 
lobly-mindcd as she knew him to be^^*^ 
fetaUy» tbongh UHknawio^ly^ as he had 
svveqged her wrpiigSi aad b^n ays aa in-^ 
atrum^at in the band of Providen^ce^ to 
inäict an awful cba^tisömeftt upocn th« 
aiuthour of them« 



CUAP; 
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CHAP., VIII. 



" Alu! tlial k/Uf t» gentleto tbriiair» 

** Shottld be 9o qriannous and iwng^ in prool' 



wcLLL hope ofthat bappiness for which 
bis heart sigbed, and which he once be« 
lieved ensured to bim in the society of 
Laura, being banisbedfrom the niind of 
Athol, he applied bimself to make some 
arrangements in bis affiiirs; and deposit* 
ing bis will, sealed up, in the bands of 
Sir William Warbert, be bastened from a 
place, wbere the image of her on whotn 
bis aflTections were unfortunately fixed, 
seemed alway« pre^nt bcfore hioiy accom« 

j 2 panied 
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panied by recollections that grieved and 
agitated bis mind. His only prospect of 
relief from tbe secret pangs that preyed 
upon bis heart, and poisoned all tbe bles- 
Bings of life, was in tbe active scenes of 
bis profession, to wbicbbe delayed not to 
bave recourse.; after bidding Laura fare- 
veli in a letter left for her witb Clarinda, 
and taking an affectionate leave of the 
latter, who was endeared to bim b}' her 
many excellent qualities^ as well as by 
the interest sbe had testified in wbat 
affected his'bappiness. 

After tbe 'departure of Athol was com- 
muuicated to Laura, ber spirits became 
more tranquil ; and though still dejected, 
sheseemedcalm» and resigned to her fatc, 
and waited witb a sereniiy wbich önly 
religion can impart to the victims of 
error, for the final event whicb she feit 
fast approaching, and which only could 
eure tbe anguish of ber souL In mo- 
nients, when foud apprehensions and 
anxious tenderness, such as none but 

motbers 
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mothers know, lingered about her smt- 
ling habe, she would often pour out her 
tears and prayers over him, as she watched 
his balmy slumbers; but her solicitude on- 
this subject was relieved by the kindest 
assuratices from Mr. and Mrs. Monson^ 
that they would never cease to take 
an iatcrest in the future welfare of her 
child; and all doubts as to the certainty 
of a Provision for it Mere finally done 
away, by the generous conduct of Mu 
O'Byroo, who, on being made acquainted 
with the particulars of his devoted son's 
conduct to the orphan girl brcd by his 
bounty, and so pecullarly endeared to 
Mrs. O Byron and himself, and given to 
understand all the melancholy conse- 
quences of that conduct of Albany, set- 
tled an anüuity both ou Laura and her 
infant, secured to them by a writing 
lodged in the hands of Sir William War- 
bert, whose sympathy and kinduessto the 
dying Laura were equalled only by the 
soothing tcnderuess and friendship of 

I 3 Clarindai 
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Ciarinda, who, from the day when 
Ijaura*6 Situation was inade known to her, 
-devoted th€ greatest part of her titnc to 
sooth hersufferings, and inspire her with 
fortitude aiid hope to support present 
triaUf and lock forward to fut^irc com- 
fort. Her eftbrts were, bowcver, unavail- 
ing; Laura drooped fast, her lifc seemed 
^vasted to a shadow, and her physician 
advised change of air as a last resovrce. 

It was therefbre determined on, that 
Laura s1>ould bc rtmcved to Sir Wiiliani's 
cstate, whcre hopes werc entertained that 
the salubrity of the air, quietness, and 
the Society of thöse most cndeared tb her, 
might do much to prolong her life; but 
as it was impossible for her to reside at 
the Castle with Mn O'Byron and bis 
family, both in considciation of their 
sorrow and her Situation, Sir William pro- 
posed that Laura should inhabit the Loiige 
of the Rocks, whcreMrs. Ethelwooddied, 
and which had bcen given up to Sir Wil- 
liam soon after that event. 

To 
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To thrs proposal Laura consented; and 
J^arinda prevail^d on '^v. and Mrs. 
Monson to accompany her to the Lodge, 
not doubting but tlieir friendship and 
Society would be faighly gratifying to the 
poor invalid, on whose fate a short time 
must decide. 

Soon after tbese arrangements, Sir Wil* 
liam wrote to Mrs. Lenarvon^ to get the 
Lodge prepared for the reception of Mn 
a.nd Mrs. Monsoif and their drooping 
Charge, who hastened theii* journey, and 
bade adieu to Sir William and Clarinda, 
Tvho were obliged tö remain in London 
more than a week after them ; the former 
having affkirs to bettle for Mr. O'Byron, 
tvhose affliction was ttro severe to enable 
hini to app!y to any business himself. 

On the morning previous to that on 
Ivhich they were to depart from London, 
äs Sir William was perusing a daily print, 
he read the following jparagraph :— 



4' 
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•• It is rumoured in the circles of high 
life, that the Right Honourable Horatio 
Warbert, commonly called Lord Lynder- 
villc, will shortly lead to the altar, the 
amiable and accomplished Miss Camilla 
Forrester, whose professed detemvination 
never to marry, it is said, has at last 
yielded to the power of almighty Love, 
for one of the first gentlemen, scholar»; 
and oratorsofthe age." 



Sir William made no remark on this 
piece of i ntelligence; but Mr. O'Byron 
observed that he was glad to hear this 
account, and hoped it wajs true, as Lord 
Lynderville possessed great merit aod 
first-rate talents, and might hope for hap- 
piness in such an union with a woman of 
worth and virtue. Sir William read on, 

not 
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not observing the countenance of Cla- 
rinda, which was pale and agitated to 
such a degree, that Miss 0*Byron anx* 
iously enquired if she was ill. 

In .the evening of the same day, a ser* 
vant brouglit a letter toSir William; and 
as soon as he had perused it, he arose, and 
whispered to Clarinda that he requested 
her to follow him to his study. Wishing 
Mr. and Miss O'Byron a good night^ she 
hastened to Sir William, who presented to 
her another letter from the eider Mr. 
Ethelwood, declaring the unconquerable 
nature of his passion for Clarinda, and 
building bopes of success from the belief 
that her heart was disengaged^ from her 
gentle nature, so avcrse to inflict misery 
where she was adored, and from the in- 
terposition of Sir William's inftuence and 
' good ot)iceS) which he earnestly entreated 
niight be exerted in his behalf. 

Greätly astonished that Mr. Ethelwood 
should thus i^ersist in his folly, and con«- 
linue to persecuteher with it, heraversiop 

1 5 aro&e 
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arose to abhorrence, as she thought of fats 
conduct to Miss Evelyn ; and which had 
xnade on Sir William'» mind an Impres- 
sion more deep, if posstble, than on that 
of Clarinday although their knowledge of 
his baseness and cruelty was unsuspected 
by Mr. Ethelwood. All that coüW be 
done, therefore, was to return an auswer 
decisivc and dignified, so as to efFectually 
prevent bis giving any farther trouble 
with his odious passion. * Sir William 
therefore drew up a letter, which be 
doubted not would <^ure Mr. Ethelwöocl 
of love, by woundihg his ruling passion — 
pride; and Clarinda having copied it, 
retired to her Chamber, ill at ease ia 
mind. 

Whcn, after parting with Clarinda in 
his study, Sir William arose to go to the 
room whcre he slept, he observcd a foldcd 
paper on the floor, and stooping to take 
it up, the words '* Secret of the Caveni*' 
lay open before him, and very naturally 
excited his curiosity in a high degree* 

He 
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He therefore^ hardly contcious of iv^hat he 
did, took up the papef, and pertssed theak 
line» : — 



" DeAREST (jrIRLy 

*' I rcjoice to hear of your 
providential escape. Remember your pro* 
mise not to enter on any future engage* 
ment without my approbation. A littier 
longer, and be assured the Secret of the 
Cavern will be fuUy explained, and reüeve 
your anxiety; but at present powerfiil 
reasons impo&e sllence. 

** Farewelly dear object of my tender 
affection ! — continue to deserve happiness, 
and you will not fall to enjoy it. My 
prayers and blessings for ever attend yoiu 
Remember me tili we meet again» 

'* The Gho6T.'' 



i6 SiV 
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Sir Witliam stood mute with amazement 
Again and again he threw bis eyes over 
the mysterious paper, witliout perceiving 
any clue to guide him to a gleam of light 
on this secret correspondence. 

** Who, or what can it be?" was the 
first question ; ** and what can be the 
inotive or design ?— Is it a lover ? — Clearly 
HO ; its language is quite different front 
that of passion ; it is that of protection* 
and kindness, an affectionate interest in 
her welfare and happiness, a tender regard, 
«uch as parents feel — ^no more." 

The more Sir William reflected, the more 
he was at a loss to account for a secret 
communication so extraordinary — for a 
proceeding so unaccountable in the child 
of his heart, who in every other instancc 
had confided to him every circumstance 
that occurred to her, and niade no secret" 
of her thoughts. 

Concealments from those to whoni^ we 

are bound by esteem, and united in friend- 

ship, Sir William had always revolted at^ 

• and 
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and was particularly grieved to discoverit 
in the object of bis tenderest care aiul 
protecting regard, especially as her natural 
character was open and commuuicativc, 
Having ouce qucstioned Clarinda on tlie 
subject of the supposed apparition with so 
little success, Sir William was ficmly 
resolved never again tointerrogate her on 
a point, on vvhich she had then declared 
she was bound to silence by a soltmn vow, 
and talked of a sacred claini, an indis- 
pensable duty, which, thougb he could 
by no means comprehend^ he detennined 
never to dispute. 

By the providential escape nientioned in 
the letter, Sir William concluded was 
meant the prevention of her intended 
iiiarriage with Albany O'Byron, which 
was for her a happy event, as niisery must 
have been her lot, with a character so 
utterly depraved as he was proved to be. 

The second paragraph in the letter, 
»hewing that a promise had been given by 
Clarinda not to enter into any engagement 

5 without 
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without his concurrence, utterly asto- 
nished Sir William, and set conjecture at 
defiance, while it appeared a consideration 
of importance, and most likely of vcry 

serious tendency. 
That a young, innocent, atid well-dis- 

posed mind, protected by hrm as his 
child from her earliest infancy, and never 
removed from beneath his eye döring that 
period, should have formed. a secret ao 
quaintance» and supported a clandestine 
corre«pond€öce with an unknown person,. 
excited alarming apprchen^ions ; and 
thoögh Sir William had the most perfect 
Confidence in the purity of Clarinda's 
heart, and the wprigbtness of all her inten* 
tions, yet he trembled for her youth, her 
i-ncxperienccy and ignorance of the world ; 
and thoughdetermined not tourge her to 
disclose the secret which she liad told him. 
she had vowed to preserve, and which was* 
involved in so nnich mystery, yet he feit 
it a duty to let her know that the letter 
bad fallen into bis hands; and to warn.heir 

againsfe 
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against danger, by cautioning her not to 
trust too far to her own judgmenti and 
want of experience, bat to be on her 
guard against that w^armth of beart, atid 
native sensibility, which, however endear- 
ing, often lead their possessors into the 
most sertous errors. 

Tlius resolved, Sir William folded up 
the mysterious letter in an envelope, in 
■which was writteii — 



" This letter was droppecf, 
open, by you in my study last night ; 
and some words tl^at at the first glance met 
my eye, indnced me, from the intcFCSt I 
takc in whatever concerns you, to peruse 
it. The impressions it has made o» niy 
mind, are those of auxious affection^ 
and a fear lest some gnileful person, 
under the mask of falsehood, may be 
imposing on your credulity, and draw* 
ing you into a fatal snare j and J should 

ill 
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ill discharge a parents duty, did I not 
warn you to bc guarded against delusion : 
and wbile you may doubt your own 
judgment, do not doubt those whose 
attachment to you and your interests, give 
them a claim to that confidence which 
it is evident you bestow onsome unknown 
person, with whoni you support a niys- 
terious, and perhaps dangerous corre^ 
spondence, to the extremef disquietude of 
** Your aftectionate lather, 

** Aud most attached friend, 

*' W. Warbert." 



Having sealed tbc envelope, Sir William 
gave it, early in the morning, to Clarinda s 
woman, to iay upon her dressing- table 
before she arose. 

As Sir William repeatedly perused the 
letter before he parted with it, he thought 
he had somewhere seen a hand-writing ihat 
resembled it ; but not being able to say 

where 
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where or when, be concluded it was only 
Imagination, and he retired to rest, füll 
of Teflections on the subject of Clarinda^s 
secret correspondent, which disturbed bis 
slumbers ; and awaking earlier tban usual, 
he hastened to bis study, to endeavour to 
forget uneasy thoughts in applying to 
business, and arranging some trifling 
domestic aifairSi wbich bad before escaped 
bis recollection. He bad not been thus 
employed long, before be beard a gentle 
tapping at tbe door of the room, and 
Clarinda entered in visible disörder, 
Throwing berself on her knees before Sir 
William, sbe bid her face in her robe, and 
burst into an agony of tears. Sir William 
endeavourcd to raise her, but in vain. 

*' I come," sbe crieci, embracing bis 
knecs, ** to iniplore your parclon-* to ask 
your indulgence. A little longer, and I 
hope you will be convinced of my inno* 
cence; and tbis painful secret — this mys- 
teripus intercourse will be fully explained, 
Did it depend on me, it should be so at 

this 
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tliis lÄoment; but Imust observetbepro- 
niise I have gi\^n, jand yield to tlie will of 
One who bas a right to tny obedience." 

" A right !" repeated Sir William in 
dtsmay ; ** what can tbis mean ? Are ymi 
tben secretly married ?" 

'* No, Sir," replied thc agitated Cla- 
rindai ** I am not, nor ever will unite 
mysclf to any man withotit your know* 
ledge and consent." 

" Inexplicable !** ctied Sit William. 
** ßut rise^ — compose yourself— and ht as* 
«nred I sball wait the escplanation of this 
mystery in silence, tbough nndoubtedlj 
not without extreme anxiety. 

Clarinda pressed her lips to tbe band 
that tenderly raised her ; and not daring 
to trust herseif another moment in the 
presence of her agitated benefactor, sbe 
darted out of the room, and retnrned to 
lier apartment; to get ready for their de^ 
parture from London. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. IX. 



» 



'* Tbit if the poitoo of deq) grief.' 



JcvECENT events dwclt too farcibly on 
the minds of all who accornpanied Sir 
William in bis return to the Castle, to 
admit cheerfulness to be of theirparty; 
and when they again beheld the clifts, 
and contemplated the seines where they 
had experienced so niuch tranquillity and 
happiness, a sort of tender melancholy 
fieized their minds, which yielded to an 
emotion of the most poignant grief, as the 
Image of Albany arose in the minds of 
tbose who had so lately seen him in the 

scenea 
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sceues before them, with all the graces af 
youth and health, and all the advan- 
tages and claiins to happiness which his 
rank in society entitled him to, destroyed 
in one dark hour through his own irre- 
gulär and crimrnal conduct. 

As they passed near to the cottage of 
Norman and Alice, the aged pair appcared 
arm in arm, Coming to meet the carriage, 
and welcome the return of their dear 
benefactors. Their healthful countc- 
nances, and the comfort and cheerfulness 
of their whole appearance were highly 
pleasing, Of them it might be truly 
Said-— 

V 

'* Theif tje ^i^ss ts a healdiful wlnter $ 
*« Froaty— kttt kindly.** 

Arm in arm the good old couple fei- 
le wed the carriage to the Castle, and 
waited in the housekeeper's rooni, once 
njore to see aiul embrace Clurinda, the 
dear child of their htarts, of whom they had 
beard a great deal during her absence; — 

how 
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ho\v^ she was cried up by all the grcat 

London Nobles, and hour she went to 

plays, and skows, and dances, and had a 

power of sweetheartSi bat at last lost her 

iutended husband, good Mr. Albany, a$ 

they always called hini ; and though they 

gricved to hear it, and always thouglit 

bim a kind and afFable young gentleman, 

y^tthey knew whom they should like better 

for her, because he was like herseif in 

temper, loved retirement, and was a 

blessingto the poor while he rcmaiued in 

that neighböurhood. 

In this description drawn by the art- 
less and loquacious Alice, Clarinda in- 
stantly distinguished the features of Lionel 
Ethelwood's character; and she turned 
away to conxreal the tears that started into 
her eyes. 

Early on the morning after their return 
to the Castle, Clarinda and Mrs. Lenar- 
von went to the Lodge to visit its en- 
deaied inhabitants. The latter informed 
Clarinda, in their way thither, that Laura 

declined 
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decUoed fast, and slie most not be tex^ 
much surprkedv if she fousd her more 
altered fchan she might expect But 
though thus prepared, tbe trcmbling ßorm, 
the hollow laDguid eye, and extreme debi* 
lity of her dying frtend powerfuDy alFected 
her; and as she clasped her to her bosom,.: 
she raised her swimming eyes to the face 
of Mrs. Monson, ia whose expressive 
countenance she traced tbe most melaa- 
choly forebodings. 

From that hour the greatest portion of 
Clarinda's time was devoted to Laura, 
wbo Feit her last^bour fast approaching, 
and whose sufferings were soothed by th^ 
unremittingattentions of heryoung friend, 
who often repeated the assurances before 
given, that she would always take an 
active interest in the happiness and wel- 
fare of her child. 

While the band of Fate was drawing* 
near, to dose the scene of Laura's mise« 
ries, ne WS arrived at the Castle. thatSid- 
ney Athol had met a sudd^n death ia 

performing 



perfof miog an actioa of siagalar coar^ 
afid luimanity. Alwaya foremost in 
acenea of danger, and ready to volunteer 
bis Services to do good» having, at the 
sea-port wbere bis sbip lay, witnessed tb^ 
meiancboly accident of a boat being over* 
set,^ in wbich were a gentleman, bis wife, 
and two children, the generous Atbol 
plunged into tbe water, and saved the 
childreu's lives at tb^ price of'hi^ owd 
valuable one; fpr just as he reached the 
boat into wbich the'&ther and niother 
had previously been received almost life* 
less» the moment after he had delivered 
Ihe children in safety, he sunk« and was 
seea no more i 

This afflicting intelligence occasioned 
mach grief Bt the Castle ; and after it had 
in aoo^ degree subsided, the will deposited 
in Sir William's bands, was opened, whea 
it WBS found that Captain Athol had be- 
queathed bis whole fortune to Laura and 
ber childy appointing Sir William War« 
^rt, Mr. O'Byron^ and Lionel EtheU 

wood^ 
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M'Ood, of all of wlioni he hat! a high opi- 
iiion, trustees of the will, and gnardtans 
to the child, should it survive its mother, 
as it was then to he the sole heir to his 
property, assigning for this bequest two 
reasons— his unconquerable afFection for 
I^ura, and consequently his interest about 
her child; and his havihg, by the death 
of Albany, been the means of depriving 
that child of the possibility of a father^s 
protection. 

The communication of thoseevents to 
Laura, was entrusted by Sir William to 
Clarinda, who found it an arduous task ; 
and niany. days passed before she could 
break the iniportant, though nielancholy 
tidings. 

Laura bowed her head in silent agony, 
on hearing that her ill-requited lover had 
at last fallen a victini to his generous 
nature, iind was still niore ailected and 
surprised when she undcrstood that he 
had Itfi so striking a memento of his 

uumerited 
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^^rtlmerrted liberälity and approved attach* 

'inent to her. 

Nothing could exceed the kind efForts 
of her friends to spften her grief, and 
restore her, if possible, to bealth and 

^comfort. 



\\v 



** But who can minister to • mind diseasM? 

The poisoned ;dart of mortal grief had 
upierced'the heart of Laura, andno human 
power could extract it; — sbe died in the 
second month of her residence at the 
X.odge, and dre\^ her last breath in the 
bosom of Clarinda, on whose mind her 
fate left a deep and lasting impression. 

# 

' About a week before Laura^'s death, she 
expressed a wish to see Lionel Ethelwood, 
who arrived at the Lodge in oonsequence 
of a letter from Sir William, acquainting 
h\m of the trust reposed in him by bis 
dfeceased friend Athol, and of the earnest 
desire so often repeated by Laura, to see 
him once more. He vvas therefore at the 
I^dge when she expired, was among the 
VOL II. K most 



194 ras s£cr£t of 

HK>st afflicted of her mouroers, jand sftMr 
her remains conveyed to the grave by 
torch-light» as she faad directed, bome 
by female peasants, among wfacMn a hand- 
some sutn was distributed. 

Poor victim of delusion! let not an 
tinhallowed hand, or an iinpityiug heart 
molest thy asbes; but let compassion draw 
a veil.over thy frailty, and justice record 
thy virtues, Avhich one error, fatal as it 
was, eould not rob thee of ! 

Soon after the death.of J^ura, busmess 
recalled Mr. and Mrs. Monson to Lon- 
don ; and taking an affectionate leave of 
the inhabitants of the Castle and the cliflfsi 
to all of whom they were nmch endeared 
by their unconnnon weaith and exeni- 
plary conduct to Laura, they departed, 
leaviqg behiod Üxem a memorial in the 
faearts of all wbo could appreciate merit^ 
and value active benevalence. 

Lionel Elhelwood departed «Kith Mr. 

and Mrs. Mohson, as he feared to ol&nd 

^hts falber by a longer continuance, and 

equally 
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equally feared to trust himself in thedan« 
gßTfyat Society of the object of bis heart's 
prefereDoe, forbidden as be was, ever to 
aspire to the possession of that excelleoce 
he adored. 

It was determined tbat the child of 
Laura, with its nurse, and one female 
«ervanty should remain at theLodge; and 
Clarinda continued her daily visits there, 
extending to tlie child all the kindness 
and attention which she faad feit and 
^evinced for its raother. 
' MeJancholyprevailed at the Castle, and 
Sir William's healtb seemed aflfected by ks 
4nfluence, whicbClarinda observed with the 
anost af¥ectianate alarm ; and while strug- 
gling with sorrow herseif, she exerted all 
'her powers to sooth and amuse her tene- 
factor and iheir guests. The'cheerfuluess' 
she assimied, and the effotts shemade, 
^venc not wholly unsueces&t'ul Sir William 
was cheered and delightcd in her society, 
jind Mr. and Miss O'Bvron wa:e oftt*n 
beguilcd .of their aßiiction; and they^all 

K 2 consi- 
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considered her as a being* to ^vhom Provi- 
dence liad given th'ehappy art of healing 
the wounded spirit, änd making the sad"* 
heart forget its cares. 

While Clarinda was employed in con- 
soling and amusing those she lovedi it 
was whispevcd amongst the peasantry that 
the ghost was returned again, and that 
Clarinda, as before, had frequent con- 
vcrsations with it. Tbis reacbed Sir Wil- 
liam's ear, and bccasioned a return of all 
the anxiety and apprehension he had be- 
fore experienced on that subject. He 
lesolved not to question Clarinda, but 
narrowly to watch the spectre; and to 
this end he observed the'höur when Cla- 
rinda frequently walked alone toward the 
Cavern of the Rocks, which was her 
favourite bannt, and her resting place 
in her daily visitsto the Lodge. 

But Sir William had scarcely formed 
this resolution, narrowly to observe the 
^nduct of Clarinda, and, if possible, 
discover the sccret which dwelt conti- 

nually 
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nuatly on hi» mind, when Mr. O'Bypou 
enti^Fed hk study, where he had retired 
at an early hour in the evening, as was 
his usual custoni; not intending to'appear 
again for the night. 

Mr, O'Byron gravely apologized to Sir 
William for his intrusion, while his terri- 
fied aspect alarnied the latter, \\\\o eagerly 
enquired what had happeoed to aifect hiui« 

^* I was in hopes, Sir, I should havc 
found Clarinda with you/' said Mr. 
O'Byron, hesitating, 

** Clarinda r* repeated Sir William, 
** Is she not returned from the Lodge?'* 

*t I cannot find that she is/* returned 
Mf. O'Byron; '' we have been expecting 
her with considerable impatience for the 
last hour; and I concluded she mu&t be 
with you, thaugh all the servants declare 
she ha» never returned to the Castle; and 
two peasants teil a very extraordinary tale 
of seeing her carried offby a ghost, with- 
Qut being able to render her any assist- 
ance." 

k3 Sip 



^ 
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Sir William dmote his hands tögetlief 
in anguisb of heart, and hastened witli 
Mr. O'Bvron to the room where the fest 
of the family were assenibled, . where 
Orders were given that the peasants wha 
liad as^erted that they saw Clariiula car- 
ried off irom ^Jie cliffs, ähould instantly 
be sent fbr, when two old men, \rho la- 
boured on his gr(3unds, and whose honesty 
and veraiity had never been doubt^d^ 
appearedy and confirmed their former tes« 
timony, that they had seen Ciai'icda taken 
forcibly away by the ghost. 

I>ismayed| and at a los6 what conclu« 
sion to drawi or what measutes to addpt, 
Sir William called all the servants, afid 
ordered the peasants to rouse their felfow* 
labouter^, and disperse themsdves difftf- 
ent ways, in the hope of tracing the 
fugitive, not doübting bat tbe ghöst 
would prove to be a lover of mofe moital 
mould, who, underthismask, had sedueed 
tbe affections of an ungüarded heart, 
and, he feared, drawn the innocent Cla* 
rinda into some fatal iHiare. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 



** Whit stioasa bieasiplate Chan a heart nntainted?** 

jtVfTER tbe scrvafits anct f>easaiits were 
dispatched in parties to search tbe sur^ 
founding neighbourhood, Sir William pro- 
posed to Mr. O'Byroa to go togetber to 
tbe Lodge; an^d as they were crossing 
tbe clifFs in tbeir way tbither, tbey were 
xnet by two meii from tbe Lodge, who, 
with anxious looks, besought tbe gentle« 
men to basten with them, for tbat Mis5, 
and somebody eise in disgui^e, were both 
killed by tbe ghost ! 

Seized with horror, and not donbting 

K 4 but 



200 THE 5ECRET OT 

but something fatal had befallen bis Be^ 
loved Clarinda, the faculties of Sir WiK 
liam seemed benumbed, and bis limba 
could ill perform their office; nor could^ 
be have reacbed the Lodge, bad he not 
been supported by the powerful arm of 
Mr. O'Byron* 

On entering the place wbere they were 
prepared tö meet deatb in its most afilict- 
ing form, the fir&t object that met their 
astonished eyes, was Lord Lynderville, 
leading the pale and trembiing Clarinda, 
who was unable eitber ta support berself, 
or to speak. 

A thousand contending passions crowd«^ 
ed on Sir William 's mind. In Lord Lyn^ 
derville be doubted not but be bebeld the 
being who was continually the enemy of 
bis repose, and who had personated the 
ghost. Impressed with this beüef* rage 
nervcd bis arm ; and forgetting the com- 
fort of finding Clarinda alive, be flew 
-with lioh-like fierceness toward bim by 
whom she was supported, when Clarinda, 

uttering; 
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littering a fearful shriek, feil back ia 
Lord Lynderville's arms; and Mr. O'By- 
roQ arrested the upr^^ised hand of Sir 
William. Some moments of mingied rage, 
terror, and pity ensued, when a deep 
groan fro4i an adjoining room reached 
their ears. CLarinda sprang from Lord 
Lynderville's arms, exclaiming — 

** Oh, he isdyiftg! Come, Sir, come^*' 
g;rasping Sir William's liand; ^' assist us 
to save him — it may not yet be too latel" 

Sir William ^sufFered her to« hold his 
hand, whlle his eyes were stiJl fixed on 
Lord Lynderville, sparkling with fury,. 
when the latter approached close to hiin, 
wlth a mild, conciliating aic,. and in a 
gentle tone, said — 

** The tiane, 1 hope, is near^ when Sir 
William Warbert will confess behas over- 
charged^ the accoiint of my errors, and 
be again my friend J* 

Lookingstedfiastly athim with haughty 
indignation, Sil* William shrunk back as 
if in contempt^ when another deep groan 

jc 5 echoed 
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ethoed äround them, and GUriada re^ 
peat€d — 

*' Come, fbr mercy's sak'e, waste nofe^ 
in U'ords the precioas moments that maj: 
save a fellow-creature*s life!" 

Scarcely consclous of where he was, Sir 
William foUowed his feeble coaductress» 
who trembled at every step; and she led- 
hini into an adjoining room, where lay,» 
extended on a couch, and apparently in 
the agonies of death, the eider Mr. 
Ethelwood!^ 

'* Another victim !'*^ cried Sir William. 
•' What can all this äriae from?" tnrning-: 
to Glarinda. 

** Ask not now, <}ear Sir," she said, 
pressing his hand closer; ** you wiU soon 
know all: bat at prcsenfe^let us think ouly. 
of saving life." 

** Let the near^st assistance l>e imine- 
diately procured/* cried Sir William, re- 
suming his native goodness, which anger 
liad for a moment suspended, and feeling 

the 



THE CAVEB». S0$ 

the cmanation of Clarinda's active beac- 

volence. 

^* A surgeon, Sir, is wanted !** said 
Clarinda. *• Fly !" turning to a servant 
who appeared at tbe parlour-door; ** go, 
good James, and bring Mr. Hacket! — He 
is the most skilful surgeon near, I havc 
oFten heard you say, Sir," turning again 
t<) Sir William. 

** Yes, hasten for him," said Sir Wil- 
liam, speaking to the servant, while he 
observed Mr. Ethelwood moreattentively, 
and feit a conviction thatere any surg.eou 
could arrive, he wouhl be no raorel— for 
bis head seemed like a shapeless mass of 
wQunds; and the people who surrounded 
him, and who were administering all the 
aid in their power, declared that sonie of 
iiis limbs were broken... 

To leave a hiimaii being in that deplor 
table State, was not in the nature of Sir 
William Warbert;, he therefore seated 
himself with Clarinda beforeTiira, to wait 
*h© arrival of the surgeon, not daring to 

K 6 trust 
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trust hiinself to enquire by what circum*- 
stances the wretched sufFerer had beea 
brought into that Situation. 

Nearan hour elapsed before Mr. Hacket 
appcaitd, when Clärinda wjthdrew ; but 
botli Sir William ajid Mr. O'Byron ofFered. 
to remain, to rendcr any assistance that 
might be rcquired, whicli the surgeon 
readily acccpted ; and on examining the. 
wounds, he gave his opinion that there 
appeared to be no danger, except a fever 
Avas brought on ; the only way to avoid 
which, was to keep the sufterer as quietas 
possible, and by no nieans to attempt to 
remove him. 

As Mr. Hacket was a sensible man, and 
an experienced practitioncr, Sir William, 
liad a great relianceon his judgment, and 
beffsed the attendants to be observant o£ 
his. Orders, which they pronii$ed to do ; 
and Sir William then proposed to Clärinda,. 
that she should retire to ojie of the apart- 
ments in the Lodge, to endcavour to obtain 
»ome rest, obscrving to her that she looked* 

botli. 



THE CATERN, 205» 

BoUi-ill and fatigued ; but forhimself, he 
coiild not sleep, bat should watch duiingr 
the remainder of the night beside Mr. 
Eihelwood. 

Atfirst Clarinda persisted in herdcsiga 
to do thesame; but seeing that shegrievcd. 
and ofFended Sir William hy so doiiig, she 
yiekled to his rcquest, and withdrew to- 
an apartment adjoining to ihat they were 
in, which, when that dwelling was inha*. 
bite<l by thefamily of Mr. Ethelwood, was 

• 

the bedchamber of his saint like Lady, and 
where she had breathed her last in^the 
bosom of her duteous and attenti-ve son. 
The images of ihose two persons, so dear- 
to Clarinda, and so siniilar hl the charactec 
of their minds, seemed' present M'ith her, 
and she conversed with them in herdreanis 
through every watch oF the night. With- 
. the early dawa these illusions, which 
prevented sound and refreshing rest, 
vanished, and she feil into a deep sleep^, 
from which she did not awake tili near 
noon; 

Alarm pd 



20Ö THR ttCVttr OT 

Alarmedby this circumstanee, Kfrs. 
Lenarvon (who with Miss O Byron had 
visited the Lorige on the prcceding night, 
at a loss what to coiiclude from the absence 
of Sir William and Mr. O'ByVon, and thr ♦ 
wondcrful tale of h error conveyed to 
them by the servants) anxiously entercd 
the room where Chrinda slept, informed 
Sir William that it would be improper to- 
disturb her repose, and again returned to 
\ratch beside her tili she awoke. 

In themeantime, Lord Lynderville, who 
had passed a^i agitated restless night, sent 
a note to the following purpose to Sir 
William— 



mmum 



" Lord Lynderville waiti 
ivith anxiely tö explain the circumstance*-^ 
which must appear so myaterious to Sir 
William Warbert, either to himself alone, 
«er in the presence of any friend he chuses. '^ 



Though 
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Though agitated by a variety of coo-- 
-temling emotions, Sir William cWd not 
liesitate a moment to return an answep 
that he was reacly to receive the explana« 
tion offcred, and for reasons important to- 
him, wished no third person to witness it^ 
An interview was then appointed in a 
^ecess in the gardeu ; and when Sir Wil- 
liam entered it, he found Lord Lynder- 
ville already there, 

Sir William looked distant and con*^ 
strained, and Lord Lynderville wascon*- 
siderably aftected. 

After a sliort intervalof confused silence>- 
his Lordship said^— **This interview is 
little less distressing than your long and 
unrclenting resentment has been unjüst." 

Sir Williams's eye flashed^ and proved 
that bis resentmenfc ivas deeply rooted, . 
and Lord Lynderville proceeded — 

** The. error into which a fervent pas- 
«ion hurried my yonth, I attempt ttot to 
vindicate ; it bore its punishtnent with it, 
aud Ihavesuffered more than you caa 

havc 
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\\ave done. But are tliere no. exten uatini? 
ctrcumatan res tobe urged foran ünguarded^ 
boy, as I then was? Should you have 
placed within my power a treasure tbat 

4 

>yüuld have temptecl aiv anchorite to break 
bis vows ? Yet I could bave resi^sted thc 
pöwerful cbarm, had I not been convinced 
of Isabella's love befpre I declared mine V 

As toniy breacb of promise to her the 

delay that took place^ arose froiir the peciv^ 
'liarly perplexing Situation in whicii I was 
placed by you and by my father, whiclv 
hurried me from one distressing scene to- 
another, and left me no possible means of 
fulfiUing my engagemeiit to her, withont 
danger of its being discovered by my 
father, whose displeasure I always dreaded. 
beyond every other human ill. This Im- 
pression, tliough a^mistaken one, vvas the 
real cause of my delay, so mucb resented 
by IsabeUa^ and so much condemned by 
you ; but which did not arise from any 
Intention of dieceiving her, as I trust - 1 
«Uall prove..'^ 

Loa! 
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Lord Lyndervillepaused, and Sir William 
observed— 

** I wish todeclitie liearing any further 
explanation, whrch cannot do away un- 
happy consequences, and come here *only 
to know by what events Mr. Ethelwood' 
and my adopted daughter were brought 
into the distressing Situation in which I 
found theniy and in which you appear to 
be so deeply concerncd. " 

*' To expkin that, I was proceeding,'** 
resumed Lord Lynderville, '* by tiacing 
the causes which entitle me to take so 
warm an interest in whatever concern» 
your adopted child." 

** Entitle you !" rcpeated Sir William^ 
trembling with emotion. ** What right 
can you have to labour, by insidious means» 
to creep into tlie heart of an unguarded 
girl, and| like a midnight robber^ steal: 
the aiFections of credulous innocence, andr 
break in upon the little stock of comfort 
I had collected, to btess niy remaining 
days? 'You, I doubt not, it is, who, as 

tha 
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the ghosty have beld coirnnunic^ofis, 
and supported a mysterious correspom^^ 
ence with the deluded Clarkida, and/ I 
fear, inveigled herfronihcr duty !'* , 

** That I personated tlie apectre»; and; 
hauuted tfarese clifts, to meet and converse 
with my beloved Clarrada, is most truc l" 
Said Lord LynderviUe,. id a aeiema voice« 
— ** That I pos^eia her. true afFections, I 
hope; and that she is niine-— for ever 
mine, by a pure and haly union I know ! 
— Yes — God and Natur« have jojned u» 
in a sacred bond which &o human power 
can ever break.!** 

Sir William, looking aghast, had receded 
farther atid farther, ashis Lordship spoke; 
and leaning on a pillar of the recessi whea 
he concluded, ]ie faltered out«-*- 

** Treacherous man !— Mistakeu girl l 
— Then you have mairried her ! — Was it 
Htfhen in London ? — And is she really y04»r 
wedded wife?'* 

** No!" said Lord Lynderville, 

Sir William sptfang ibrward with anger 
and astonishment, and almost sunk to.thc 

ground^ 
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groundi as he heard tbe words— ** Not 
my wife, but my daugbter !'* 

Sk Wiilktm seemed to be softened in 
an instant, and pronounced tbe word 
** Daugbter!" with a beseecbing look of 
earnest enquiry. 

*' Yes, Sir," continued bis Lordship» 
^^ your adopted cbiid is my datigbter! 
and — be not surprised too iHuch— she i» 
likewise tbe daugliter of Isabella Livoni ;• 
—not tbe frait of a forbidden and unbaU 
]ow€d passion, but th6 pledge of chaste 
and wedded lovel" 

Unable to speak, Sir William turned 
aside, and Lord Lynderville proceeded--* 

** When I departed from England» after 
my fatber's deätb» it was witb a resolution 
to discover» if poissible, tbe retreat of 
laabella ; and after long^ and fruitless 
researehes,! at last traced ber to an obscure 
solitudeon tbe banks of tbe Mediterrancan. 
There, secluded from all intcrcourse with 
Society, and attended by a femalepeasant, 
she devoted her life to penitence, subsist* 
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faig on thesaleof some jewels, which werc 
all that ever came to her lot of the riches 
atid immense possessions of ' her father. 
Tfiough almost hopeless of succeedihg in 
the object of my heart — that of obtaining 
her forgiveness, and being reunited toher 
by honoarable lies, I assumed the disguise 
of a penitential Avanderer, banished from 
my home, and exposed to want; and iu 
this character, uith my countenance art- 
fully disfigurpd, I appealeti^ to her com- 
passion, and found a shelter under her 
roof This point once gatned, inveiitive ' 
Ibvesoon afforded me favourable nieans of 
discov€ring myself to her. At first she 
seemed haughty and inflexible ; but by 
degrees,^ the tender attachnvent she so 
cautiouslyconcealecljpleaded in vhy behalf. 
I was restored to the fulfpossession of her 
hearti and she became my wife. Soon: 
afterthishappy event, ourfelicity received 
an addition by the birth of a lovely fcmale 
iiifant. Continuing to reside in the cot- 
tage where 1 discovered her, our livc»^ 

resemblcd 
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resembied the fabled scenes of Arcadu. 
Adored by the peasants around us, their 
gratitude niade us arnple amends for the 
kindness we were enabled to exteiul to 
Ihem, and their gaiety uftea ^mused and 
delighted U8.. But this bappiness was but 
of Short duration. The retreat of Isabella 
was niade known to some of her vindiclive 
and cruel relations, who believed that ihc 
was living in a guilty iutercourse with a 
heretlc. From their Information, which 
was credited by the Spiritual Inquisitors of 
that unhappy coiintry, we were on .the 
point of being seized, and dragged to 
prison, had not the family of oue of our' 
poor neighbours by chance been made 
acquainted. with our danger, and warned 
US of it in time to enable us to escape it, 
and fly from our pursuers, leaving our 
deligbtful solitude, and all tbe enjoyments 
which mutual attachment gives to the 
most humblehome, and which can create 
a paradise in the desert. 

** With our faithfulfemale servant, and 

an 
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an Engiisbyouthy whoattendcd mypersoti, 
we wcreha«tenfngfTomtho8Cshores,wbcFe 
\vt had tasted near two years of peaceful 
Iiapprness, unenvied, and little knotrn, 
when the per turbation of Isabella's miml 
brought on a fever, and iti a few days 
after ehe wa^ seized, she expired in my 
arms. Her last, breath was ofFered upin a 
prayer for ber cbild ; and as soon as the 
first emotions of my extreme grief yielded 
to reason, I resolved to send our faithful 
Portuguese servant to England wUh the 
child, recommended to a friend in whom 
I could coßfide; and after remaining a 
«hört time after them on the ContiHent, 
tö follow, and devote th« rest of my daya 
to the cäre and ediication ofmy daughter, 
a Short absence from whom would, I 
thought, enable me tbe sooner to submit 
to the will of Heaven in depriving me of 
her mother, of whom I was every moment 
renwnded, while Ibebeld the infant who 
80 strongly resemWed lier, and who wast, 
on that account doubly dear to my soul. 

'* After 

f . - . 
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** After seeing thcchttd eiftharked with 
itscarcfu^ attendant ifi a ship for England, 
I waited anxiously for assurances of their 
safe arriv^al; but after hmg expectation, 
znA niany enqurries, I at Icngth received 
Ihe afflicting inteliigence that the^hip 
had been lost within sight of port, and 
^very soul on board had perished ! 

" I wrote to the ftiend to whora I had 
before coirfided my Situation, andentrust- 
•ed the care of my child and her attendant 
tili my return; and he sent nie the füllest 
Konfirmation of this heart-rcnding news. 
Reduced to a State of the most pitiable 
despondency, deprived of all I valued, 
or which attached me to life, I resot^ved 
to see my natrve land no more; and, as 
you know, I rem aqned abroad manyyears, 
roving from one country to another, and 
mixing in scen;es for which I had lost all 
taste; tillfinding that I wasmuch injured 
by a villanous Steward, I was obliged to 
Visit England, when I found my fpitupe^ 
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never ample» was considerably impatred^ 
and my affajcs in the utniost confüsion, 

*' It was not loog after my return, that 
I formell afriendshtp with Mr. LenarvoD;^ 
a man of a worthy heart biita weak mind, 
and ^ credulous temper. I was fortunate 
enough to detect an artful scheme tö ruiii 
hini not only in bis fortune, but in bis 
donieslic happiuess;' an<l though I dis* 
covered the plot too late to prevent the 
foiiner, yet I preserved bis deserving wife 
froni tbe destruction that threatened her; 
and yoa are already acquainted that in 
the endeavour to discover where she bad 
«concealed herseif in distress, I wasdirect- 
ed to your estate, not knowing that you 
liad fixed yourresidence bere; but, on the 
contrary,havingbeard,many years before, 
that the Castle was utterly neglected, and 
falling to decay, and that you never meant 
to inhabit it again. 

^* Judge then of my astonishment when 
I found you quite doniesticated bcre, 

whoUy 
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wbelly^ witbdrain» (hMrt; public Ufe^ whero 
you oace made 90 coüspicaouB a figmen 
«Miietff^ fnxnji the aottve spbet^ you 
b^ Mt long filled ia society. My stii^ 
fciM was^ incfeased ^hda I beheid youp 
ildepted ohild Her beanty wemed to 
irreale a teader ititere&t.ia my hdwrt» wry^ 
different frooi wy thitt|^ { bi^ eioperknced 
beÜMre^. atjd no^ at all simibr to that ad- 
HUration with vliicb i geiieraUy behold 
fj^aU lovelinest. My eyea ftillowed hep 
<^9tinual)y-^ I obsecved her aotioua**-*? 
w^^hed hef lQok$, and I soott fouäd tbafc 
the perfectioBa^ of her porsoA were €it 
ipferior tQ the oharma and graces of hec 
loind aod maQoers; and as I f^zed oa 
her, I often tbougbt I had belield her 
face before. 

'^ The ioipresaiaii sbe made tipon my- 
iQind^ was my Chief i&dueemeot for fre* 
quently visiting the reti:cat whi<2h yoar 
boünty had affbrded to Mrs. Lenasvon; 
but I had anatber KHotire for thoee visits^ 

VQL« II. li which 
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vhich was to try if there was any hope of 
a reconciliation with you. 

** finding that jrour just resentment 
was unabatedy I remembered the solemn 
injunction of Isabella^ never to provoke 
your vengeance, nor incur the danger 
of adding to the injury I had döne you; 
but tiie engaging Clarinda haunted my* 
thoughts->-in her I seemed to behold a 
aecond Isabella ; and though not a fre-* 
quent visitor at the cottage in the wood, 
Icouldnot whoUy absent myself frotn it;* 
and was never there without having the 
pleasure of Clarinda*s society. 

"One day as I was con versing with Mrs. 
Lenarvon about her, duringybur absence 
at Ciaverton Hall, she toid me that Cla* 
rinda was found on the wreck of a ship, 
lost witbin sight of the clifFs, that her 
life was the only one saved, and that by . 
an old fisherman, under whose care Sir 
William lirst found her, Natutally in- 
terested by romantic incidentSi I listened 

with 
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with attention, and the tale ot ttie ship- 
wreck seemed to strike fire from my heark 
I enquired if no measures bad been taken 
to trace the coiinections of this girl; and 
was informed tbere bad, but without suc* 
cess ; and tfaat the Unen the child was 
ibund in, together with a valnable neck* 
lace and curious locket were carefuUy 
preserved, and were at that time in the 
possession of old Alice, the fisherman's 
wife, ' as Sir William had retumed those 
articles to the aged couple, thinking it 
would be gratifying to tbem ; and that, 
in fact, they had the best right to have 
possession of them, as it was to tbem the 
infant owed its preservation. 

** More interested by this accoont tbaa 
I ventured to express, I delayed not to. 
Visit Norman and Alice, who readily gra- 
tified my curiosity to see the garnients, 
and the necklace in which Clarinda was 
f))und ; wben how shall I express wfaat 
I feit on bebolding the robes worked by. 
Isabella's hands, and the necklace which 

L 2 1 had 
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I had purehased fw. the tpotbefi intiii^ 
ioiiials oi her name cunouadj wr^tig^ hi. 
m cipher oa the ck^p» wifch an «mm^ 
.orast suspended to the Qocklaoe^ «by tiro> 
united hearts pierced with ao arrow; aroimd 
trhich. was engravcd-n»* * To part no more!" 

^' Thi» neckhce I had fastened ipuiid 
tfao infkiit's neck on the morning €if tny? 
partiag vith her; and the tendc^r interest 
I had experienced reapecttng Clarinda» ffom 
tiie first moment I beheld her, no longer 
tfppeared to me a mystery, bat tbe uuer« 
ring inipulse of natural afFection^ 

^* l wa8| however, sufficiently mawter 
of myselfy to conceal this discovery from 
Norman and Alice; and not venturing to 
oon^de it even to Mrs. Lenarvon« I. made 
light of the matter^ and bastened my 
departure^ to reflect cooUy on what^^asb^t 
to be done on a subject of so mvnAi ipi^* 
portanc^« 

<* I considered tfaat Clarinda had in & 
0iost ivouderfttl manner foeen pladed undcr 
yoiir protection^ and had. experienced a^U 

the 



the tendtYncsh änd care that coaM b^ 
f(Hind4b the best üf parents. Her attach^ 
Dient and gratit^e were natoralty such a^ 
yoör alTectkAi ätid generosfty A^ere justly 
emitled^ö. äer l^ntifnents and habits 
of life -were foniied by yoar tnstraction^ 
and example; -abd, as Providence had 
diHected her to k bctfer fether tbän, vith 
Yny reduced foitiifie and unsettkd mmd^ 
litit woüld probabTy bave foutid in ine-*-«ii 
you seemed to lock up tb her as tbe blea^ 
fring ftent to cbeer yöur aolrtade» and iht 
tcom^Ht öf yotir declining years, I i^ 
«ölved WM to d^Qi'b llN^ iair pröspect <£ 
felicity opened to her, znä perbapb 
täuse a 'Separation betw^en two beings 
ti^ked by sfo deair a bbnd, by discoverin^ 
thät tbe otyject of your fond attacbment 
owed i^er existence to the man ytfvk Moaft 
abhor im eartti, and whose child I Ilevelr 
^oubted but you vould imnfiediakely 
<ease toevinceany interest aböuty ttiough 
*you might not be äbte to avoi)d ftclinjg 
one, if införmed of «ly belüg tbe authfOt 

£.9 of 
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of her birtb. Determined, tberefore, to 
conceal this fact for her sake, and like- 
wise for your*«, conyinced that, if re- 
vealed, you would yield her up, and grieve 
lier beart hy being banished from your 
}>resence, as well ad depriv« yourself of 
theonly charm which ättaches you to this 
M'orld, yet uature pleaded strongly in. niy 
iiünd, and I eagerly wished to clasp niy 
daughter iü my arms^ — to teil her she waa 
niy chüd — the image of a much-loved 
^nd lamented wifeJ — todescribe all I feit, 
and all I had endured, and to träce in 
her lovely countenanee the lineaments of 
my buried Isabella ! 

, *' This wished-for opportunity soon 
ofFered. I visited the clifFs in the dis- 
guise, which tfiade the peasants^concludc- 
I was a spectre, assured in my mind that 
sup^stition would prove more powerful 
than curiosity, and I should thereby elude 
Observation. Thus disguised, I might be 
said to haunt the cavcrn which she so 
much frequented, where she beheld my 

approach 
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approach undismayed, and justified the 
ppinion I had before formed of her reso- 
lution and good sense. As soon as I drew 
near to her, I threw back the drapery 
trhat enveloped my head, and it was then 
she appeared a little alarmed at beholding 
£l. person so little known, evidently watch- 
ing for her, and qnder such extraQrdinary 
appearances« . 

.. *' At a loss what ta imagine my desigii 
could be, she would have fled, when I 
liiiplored her attention^ aud dispelled her 
fears. . An explanation soon topk placCi 
and my child wept in my bosom. Ah I 
how dclightful were those tears of tender 
filial emotion ! I kissed them- froni her 
glowing cheeks with a rapture as holy ai 
kindred saints can feell I then commu* 
nicated to her every particular of my 
iinion with her mother. We ^oke of 
you too; and I told her my reasons for 
wishing to conceal our affinity from you 
tili some morefavourable time, when Prqvi- 
dence might cnable us to discover the dear 

L 4 relationship 
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»elationship betwcen «s, witbout dÄöger of 
offending your feelinga, or wounding your 
heart. For this opportun ity we undoubt« 
cdly should have waited, bad you not 
Seen the last letter I wrote to Clariodä 
during ber stay in London; tbe ooiusie- 
fjuentres of your finding wbich, di»tresse4 
hermind severely : and impartiug to mt 
ber concein at baving giyen youso much 
pain, 1 communicated Clartnda's senti- 
ments on tbat subject to tbe excdlent 
woman, late Miss Forrester, wbovn I Vas 
thtm on the eve of beii>g iinited to, afkt 
sAh is floi^ my wife. Slie fratikJy gavc 
mt ber opiriion awÄ advk:e tm the stfbject, 
issuring me tt»at lot^er cencealhnent wotild 
InfkHibly i«j%tre Oarinda in th^ opintom 
tt yoti) ato Iver best anil truest frknd, anä 
eoifise^ueEtly m her peace of mhid ; ^and 
M^rflrfy iHrged nie to disdose tbe wfiole 
lYMith to you, ^nd not Buffer mystery to 
Involv^ all the parties in perhaps futurd 
fHs. 

*' Influenced by myaflffecttOÄ fof niy 

amiable 
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fttniäble couis8i^Uor> and mf just öpinkm! 
of her SM^ and prüden^ I promised tb 
|Mit her ad vice in practiie^ uiüess GU^ 
Hnda thmld ^puse it) and came hitlie^ 
i» conftuTt her on the aubject^ whtn^ «ä 
ascending thts elifis» the fiiat tkjcct 1 
iflsheldy tm§ my daüghter stritg^ing ii: 
bt^ cokitest lirith a teil fi^ure, «ind 
nearty äs I waa wbril I afpeared as the 
ghbsb 

'' My atattzement caiinot m^ be d'fr- 
acrihfed. The 4^ure I dcahted nbt faadli 
airamed tbat forte to ccmceal sonie ba^ 
purpose; and I flew to tbe rescoe 6t mf 
t^hikl jost as her strength seemed to fail' 
%eti aad he bad lifted her in hi^ arma^ 
auid atood beckoning to söme men^ wha» 
#ere vaftfng oxi tbe sea-bhoi«,. beneatb 
ifbere the ccmflidt took ptacei andl vhd^» 
t^ bte nvcrtionS, he ^ranted to assist hii% 
lei*cifecl his pvtpose^ whatever itmightbeL 
Bm I iräs dwifte» thait those he bedconedi 
to; and boitndFng over therocks, I seiaed! 
tni hitn irho held Ckriitda fbrcMf in hi» 
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armSy and called upon him to accoünt for 
his coiiducty and instantly to release the 
lady. Instead of being intim idated, he 
held her more firmly in his gra^p» and 
haughtily demanded by what right I in- 
terrogated him. Exasperated, and seeing 
Clarinda fainting, I was unable to waste 
longer time in dispute, but endeavoured 
to disengage my child front his hold ; a 
struggle ensuedi and in the contest M& 
Ethelwoody for he it was, was precipi* 
tated down the rocks, and reduced to the 
dreadful State in. whlch you have seen 
him/' 

As Lord Lynderville ceased, Sir WiU 
liam advanced near to him, and grasping 
his band eagerly — 

*^ Had you known me better," said hcj. 
** how uiuch pain might have bcen ßpafed 
by an early explanation ? Yet let me tak« 
blame upon myselfy and confess tbat my 
conducl towards you, justified the con- 
cealment I regret, and also justified you ia 
<:oncluding me to be a character unrer 

l^ting 
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lenting aud vindictive; fof such I have^ 
appeared to you. At length thea let anl- 
mosity be at an end between us; and had 
I sooner known the lattec part of your 
history with respect to Isabella, her for* 
givenessofyou would have ensured mine^i 
and my friendship been restored to you 
both. All that now remains in my power^^ 
is to continue to love and cherish her 
childy entrusted to my care by Heaveni ia 
a manner ahnost miraculous ; for she i& 
dear to me as life.'* 

Lord Lynderville warmly pressed Sir 
William's ofFered hand^ and, greatly 
afFected, he murmured out — 

*' Generous man, Clarinda owes you 
muchy and is sensible of it» I cannot 
expect from her all that warm af¥ection 
vhich she feels for you^ to whora &he ia 
indebted for all the blessings she, enjpys; 
but for your bounty, I never might have 
found my child; or if I had, pejrhapa 
&he would have been an untutored rnctic^ 

L.6i her 
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her beauty and talents obscured for want 
of education, and the brigfatest gffts of 
Katttre bestowed in vain. But let us 
hasten to enquire aboat Mr. Ethelwood^ 
vrhö 18 ttotf 1 rejoice to find^ supposed 
tobe in danger." 

At tfaat moRient Clarinda appeared in 
the garden ; and hastening to them, she 
nnderstood that the wished-for explanation 
had taken place. 

*' Released from this paiaful secret/* 
said she, ** and happy in this blessed 
reconciliatton, I nowcan lock upto yoo^ 
dear Sir," — (to Sir William) — ** without 
apprehensioD ; and shall not hereafter 
blush and tremble as I have done^ to 
converse and correspond with a father.. 
What I have experienced on this subject^ 
^vill Vikewise always make mc wish to- 
avoid mystery, which never feils to be 
attendcd with danger, often gives a st»- 
picion of something bad, when no härm* 
really exists, and *is, ' I fear, sometime»^ 
attcnded by niost fatal c©nse%iMUie». " 

<* To 
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'>To an ingenuous tnind, concealments^ 
are always painful," observed Sir Wil- 
liam; ** though we mpst alknv that cir- 
cumstances frequently render tbem neces- 
sary . ** 

When they returned to thc house, Ihcy 
understood that Mr. Ethelwood was peF# 
fectly collected in bis mind» and rei^uested 
to speak to Sif WiUiaak 
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CHAP. XL 



'* Camt thott not minister to a xnind diseaa'd^ 
*' And with some swcet oblivious antidote 
'< Cleanse the stofTd bosom ofthat perilous stuff. 
*' That weigfas upon the heast ?" 



W HEN Sir William rctorncd to tlie 
room where Mr. Ethelwood lay, hcfound 
him better than his most sanguine hopes 
could have expected ; and seating hit»- 
self hy his side, he expressed the satisfac- 
tioo it afibrded to find bim so much. 
recovered. 

Mr. Ethelwood, after some moments^ 
of sileace, smote his breast in agony, 
saying— 
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" My danger is greater than.you sup- 
poser— my sufFeriiigs far surpass any thing 
that you can imagine. A wounded mind 
— a troubled conscience torture me to 
madness! My life, Sir, has been a series 
of iniquities! I have trampled on the 
laws pf honour and humanity- — betrayed 
confiding innocence— hastened a spotless» 
angelic wife to her grave— and broke those 
lies of confidence and union tbat bind 
Society together! Long I have been 
bewildered in giiilt and error; but I now 
seem toawake as from a fearful dream; 
and I will employ the perhaps short ia? 
terval of reason granted nur, to revesU 
my criinesy to endeavour. all I can, to 
atone for tfaem, and, if possible, to make 
my peace, with offended Heavenl The 
career of my vices and my^folliea now 
draws near a conclusion. I wish to relieve 
my mind, and make all the reparation in 
my power to those I have injured and 
aggrieved. You have long been the ob*- 
ject of my secret hatred andenmity;~ 

pardbn 
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pardon mt fot my injustkö änd fötly; 
and may tny fate i^ttn others to avoid 
aimilar cfimes» mid endeavotti* td ^ubdufe 
those baleful passions tfaat carry a taioital 
sting with th^m, and n^vcr fall, it !*• 
dtt1g«d, to bring punishm«^ öü theit 
pöSdeasors. A tlangeröus intiMäte, a fkkb 
frtend, a perfidlious lovelv tfiiny ar6 th^ 
victitns that t\se vlp tö Aiy iiüagindffoti; 
and call doWn vtsg^nüe ok mi^ A d^ 
ünesttc scourge to tey fatnily-^tny ^äihti^ft 
Wift was satrrifited, ^d sank ancöüi^ 
plainHxgly undtr tht jpresstiiffr öf Aiäny 
secret wroitgs, and my exemplat^ son ha^ 
ftuflcifed severely through my nieans. Hi^ 
aiGctthms bare long beeti fixed ott yötifc 
lovely Ckrinda, atid I have goöd rciäsM 
to IJeKteve therti equally rötül-fied by l»f f 
bat, Kke an enviou» de^ttidn, I step'ptftl li^ 
to crirsh the -fair prospect öf happhiesfc 
opönrag hefort them 9om6 Yaonthi agö j; 
and ehürged Lioft^lneVcir todkrfe td iwfwtte 
to her, if fae Völirtd toy ^voof öt mj^ 
i^essingv 
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** Rred wilh the beauty of your 
cbaFming girl front that honr^ I have 
secrctly pursued her; and my present 
aituatioa arkes, as perhaps yon knov^ 
from aii attempt to chrvj her off fi ora tbe 
cliffs, in which, If i had sucoeeckd, I 
shouM have conveyed her to a distant 
Und, and obtained possession df her per* 
aoOy tbougli I kaew I newr could hope 
ibr her beart« 

*' The report of a ghost af^earing on 

• 

the cliff»^ in^ired me with th^ plan I püt 
in execution, of assumingthat disguise to 
i?ffecft ittypurpöse, knowinig äie super- 
stttio^ ^f t1>e country people, and that 
terrot i^ould prevcnt their molesting mc, 
abould any of them see me in the act of 
bearing ClaTinda away, which a fe^ mi<* 
nute« more would have effected, bul for 
the interposition of one sent, -no doubl;, 
by Providence! All 1 now ask, is to 
obtain the forgiveness of those I have so 
crueHy ofiended — to make my will in yo«r 

presence» 
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presence, . and to see my sou^ whom I 
entreat you to send for withaut dejay." 

Sir William lost not a nioment to do 
as he requested; a inessenger was imme- 
diately dispatched for Lionel, and a lawyer 
procured to make the will, which was wit- 
nessed by Sir William and Mr. O'Byron, 
After this important point was settled, 
an interview was. brought about between 
Mr. Ethelwood and Lord Lynderville,- a 
discovcry made of tbe lattcr being Cla- 
rinda's fathtT, and a coniplete re.cpiicilia- 
tion eflfected. Sir William likewise com- 
municated to Mr. Ethelwood whathe 
knew con9erning| Miss Evelyn and her 
daughter. The author of her sufferings and 
disgrace acknowledged the baseness of bis 
conduct to her, deplored the fate of the 
devoted child, and made a handsbn^e be- 
quest to both. ^ . . 

Thöugh his wounds were so ala^ming 
in appearance, they pröved, as the surgeon 
had declared, not dangerqus; and he was 

able 
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able to walk about when liis spn arrivcd 
at the Lodge« After being closeted with 
hi$ fatber a considerable time, Sir William 
was requested to join them, and Mr. 
Ethelwood informed him that what he 
wished most on earth, was to bring aboat 
an Union between Lionel and Clarivda, 
whose hearts he believed to have beea 
long secretly united, 

. Sir William was of the säme opiniori, 
and assured him his consent should not 
' be wanting totheir happiness, nor would 
be Ipse any time to break the matter to 
Lord Lynderville and Clarinda. Lionel 
then declared his fervent attachment for 
Clarinda; but at the same time^ with all 
the difiidence of true affection, professed 
his fears of its not being returneci, while 
Sir William smiled at bis doubtSj and 
hastened.to prove them grdundless. 

Some days passed apprciiensively with 
Lionel, when his heart was completely 
rclieved by an assurance that heJiad long 
been the object of Clarinda's secret. pre- 

ference ; 
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fcrencc; and while het enrapfturfed loref 
seized her band as the pledge of futtire 
Ijappiness, 

In tweet disoider ]ostj sTie blash*d consent ;'* 

but expressed! a wi&h that tfaeir niarriagc 
&hould be delayed for a few montha» m 
couaideration of the melancholy eventa 
which had so recentty taken place anKrogst 
them« and by wiiich tfae family of Mr. 
O' Byron were so deeply aflFected. 

After these arra-ngements, Lord Lyn- 
derville apologized t^ S?r WiHiam fo» 
being obliged to . quit the Caatte ioMne^ 
diately, as be had iefttifslady m lxm&4»ik^ 
and knew sbe rnost be un^asty tft hia 
absence beyond the aptpomted time> and 
anxious for his return, as he haid not 
fuUy informed her of all that had takei^ 
place, lest it ahooU have caused her äny 
alarai, before his return cauld <:onvinc& 
her of bis safety, and allow hiin ütne t(^ 
explaia every thing to her satisfaction. 
Ue likewise veotured to ex^ress to Sit 

William 



^lUftHi. awidi that CUrimla, wouldaccom« 
pany him to London» and remaia theie. 
^Uh hiaaialabl^ L^dy tili the time fixe^on 
for. her marriagCf a^ he thougl^t it would 
be desiral^le, by r^moving her from tb? 
qadaes9 that prevailed in t)i^ fltnaily. of 
Mr. O'Byroip,. iq which «he naturallj 
^haredjt apd which evidently oppressed 
her spiritsu 

Sir WiUia«^ made no objectiou tq her 
>aceompanying her father tb London, 
jClariada herbei f was de&iroua of heilig 
ijitrodüced to Lady Lynderville, ofwhos^ 
characteri befoF^ her marriage, slie had 
heard so mKch» and vhose conduct» a$ 
described by the grateful. afiection of 
I^^ra Mputalherty had made so &vourabIe 
au iinpresdpq upon her mind. She there- 
fore agaiQ badet adieu to the Castle» 
i|0t without pQffsiderahk emotion; aud 
QU arriving at her fatbefs house in town, 
«he found bis Lady to exceed in the qua-^ 
lities of her heart, and the charms of her 

S manners. 
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mannersy even the interesting descrlption 
she had heard of her. 

As Mr. Ethelw'ood's still weak and low 
State prevented hls removing from the 
Locige, his son likewise remained there, 
toshew him every dutiful attention; and 
durtng his stay there, he became fondly 
attached to the lovely infant of the ill- 
fated Laura, who bore as striking a resem- 
blance to his mother in his countenance^ 
as in the sweetness of his temper^ and his 
engaging vivacity. 

Several weeks had clapsed after the de- 
parture of Lord Lynderville and Clarinda, 
V'hen Mr. Eth'elwood proposed to his son 
to visitl^ndon, naturally concludingthat 
he H'as anxious to see the mistress of his 
heart; and as his father declared his pre- 
sence was no longer necessary at the Lodge, 
Lionel gladly yielded to his request, and 
soon joined the happy party at Lord 
Lynderville^s. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 



" Here Love his golden ahafti employs ; here lighu 
*' His constant lamp, and waves his purple wings— « 
** Reigns here, and rcveb." 

• • • 

W HEN Lionel arrivcd in London, he 
experienced the most cordial reception 
from Lord and Lady Lynderville, the 
latter of whom had distinguished Iiim by 
her friendship from his early boyhood; 
while Clarinda received him with a silence 
more encouraging to him than words 
oould have been — a timidity equally ex- 
pressive of her modesty and her afFection— 

*' With a smile tfaat glow'd 
*' Cdestlai» rosy red-^-Love's proper hue/' 

The 
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The dornest ic felicity that reigned ia 
tlie family of Lord Lynderville^ seemed to 
communicat? to Lionel and Clarinda a 
foretaste of the happiness that awaited 
theni ; and M'hen public afFairs admitted 
of Lord Lyndervüle's absetice from Lon- 
don (where his presence was generally 
necessary, from his being in Parliament, 
and ranking high among men of the 
most distinguished talents)} they removed 
to a beautiful villa he possessed, a f^w 
miles from the metropolis^ and where their 
time passed delightfully in the most refined 
pleasures and rational amusemeatS) form- 
ing frequent parties of plea'sure with a 
few select friends» and possessing an inex- 
haustless source of entertainment withia 
themselves, in the greatblessingof highly- 
cultivated mlnds, and improved under-^ 
Standings of the first class. 

Here Clarinda had fitquent opportunity 
of exercising the benevolenee of her heart, 
which, white it afforded her the highest 
gratification, endterdd her still more to 

her 
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her fether and her friendsj while her 
time passed thus blissfully, and the attach- 
ment between her and Lionel became each 
hour morc strongly cemented by finding 
some new charm, some before-unnoticed 
excellence. 

Clarinda received letters from Miss 
Evelyn, containing the welcome intelli- 
gence that Mary was married to a wealthy 
merchant at Lisbon, that her dutiful and 
afFectionate conduct to her mother was 
highly creditable to her, and that the 
latter determined to remain withherduring 
the rest of her days • Clarinda then tr^ins- 
mitted to them an acconnt of all that had 
occurred to herself« and concladed with 
the particttlars of Mr. £thelwood*s will, 
in which they were öo mach intejrested^ 
and of which she had seen a copy. 

Several of her foriper acquaintanoe 
vislted her at Lord Lyndterville's, and 
among others, the amiable Leopold Vena- 
ccr, whö s^^emed eured 6f the vanity 
which had been his riiliiig foible, and had \ 
»early proved so fatal in subjecting him J 

VOLt II. H ttMfl 
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to the arts of Lady Letitia Rossfield, who 
had married a professed gambler, and was 
despised and unnoticed by all who had 
eildeavoured unsuccessfully to correct her 
mind, and amend her manners. 

Soon after Leopold'« visit to CramviHe 
Brooky the name of her father*s villa, she 
was agreeably surprised to hear he had 
tinitedhimselftoavery lovelyand accöm- 
plished lady, heiress to a largc fortune, 
and that his friend Leveiton was in a 
fair way of following his example. 

" Marriage scems the order of the day,*' 
Said Lord Lynderville gaily, as bc sat 
tite-k'tite with his daughter, and inform- 
ed her of Leopold's union; ** and let not 
my Clarinda any longer decUne the hap^ 
piness that awaits her." 

She blushed, and bowed heracquiescence 
to his wish. An early day was named^ and 
Lionel led her to the altar— 

^ AdömM'wkh nrnoocmce aiid vicgin mo4iutf ; 
" Sim|4e in -attirc, «n^ pvae in bcaiu" 

As 



THE CAVURK. 243 

As soon as the ceremony was performed, 
they set off for the Castle, where affection 
ivaited to bless their union, and joy poured 
its gratulations around them. But their 
happiness received a check t>y the visible 
alteration in Mr. Ethelwood, who had 
complained some titne of an alarming paia 
in his ehest, supposed to arise from some 
inward bruise from his fall down the cliffs^ 
and which threw him into a rapid decline 
that pnt a period to his life in the second 
niouth after his son's marriage* 

This event considerably affected Lionel 
and his fair bride, M'ho prevailed on Sir 
William and his guests to remove' with 
them from the Castle, to an esitate Mr. 
Ethelwood possessed in Warwickshire. Sir 
William then presented them with the 
Lodge, on a promise that they should 
pass a portion of every summer there, 
which they did not fail to do during the 
remainder of his life, which was extended 
to a good old age ; and he had the com- 
fort to see Lionel and Clarinda surrounded 
» by 
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by a numerous and smiling offspring, 
amiable and virtuous^ like thenoselves, 
white their Uvea and exampks fuUy illus* 
trated this important truth, that '^ to be 
good is tobe happy;'* and, howeverinno* 
cence and rectitude tnay Buffer for a period^ 
st will finally triumph over every diffi« 
culty/' 
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